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ADVERTISEMENT. 



JL HE Editors of the following 
Difcourfes, cannot permit their publication^ 
without expreffing their regret for its long 
delay; and affuring the Subfcribers that 
it has been occafioned by circumftances^ 
which, with the utmoft folicitude for dif- 
patch, could not poflibly be prevented. 
They wifli alfo, in juftice to the memory of 
their Author, to obferve, that they were not 
written with the remoteft idea of public in- 
fpe£lion; otherwife they would, in a literary 
view, have poffeffed greater pretenfions to 
the very refpeftable and liberal patronage 
with which they have been honoured. 

JULY 2, 179s, 
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John Milford, Efq. Exeter, two Copies 

Richard Milford, Efq. Bath 
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John Nfcholasi Efq. Mincing-Lane 

Mrs. Nicholls, Terriff, Cornwall, two Copies 

Dr. Nowell, Principal of St. Mary*»-HaU, Oxford, ttoe 
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Arthur Puckey, Efq. Liikeard, two Copies 

Mrs. Puckey, Ditto 
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Mrs. H. Rodd 

R. Rofenhagen, Efq. Royal Hofpital, €hi5enwich, fix 
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Prelident of Trinity College, Oxon 
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Rev. G. A. Thomas, Maize Hill, Greenwich 

Mr. Thorne, Wincanton 

Rev. 



( xlriii ) 

Rev. F. Thurlfton, Lcicefterihire 
Mr. Tickle, Bath 
Mrs. A. Tippctts, Ditto 
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Mrs. M. Vivian 

Rev. Henry Vivian 

Mrs. John Vivian, Truro 

Rev. Dr. Vyner, two Copies 

Major-Greneral Vyfe 

Thomas V)^yan, Efq. 

W. 

Lady Willoughby, of Erefby, two Copies 

Lady Dowager Wrey, Bath, two Copies 

Warden of Wadham College, Oxford, two Copies 

Mr. Daniel Wait 

Rev. Robert Walker, Cornwall 

Mrs. Walker, Loftwithiel 

Thomas Walker, Efq. London, ten Copies 

Mifs Mary Walker 

Thomas Walker, Efq. Ridland, t£n Copies 

Mrs. 



( li ) 

Mrs. Wailis, Bodmin 

Rev. William Walter 

Jofeph Ward, Efq. Bath 

John Warren, Efq. Oriel College, Oxford> <«* CopUi 

Mifs Warren, four Copies 

Mrs. Wathen, Bath 

Mr. Watfon, Bideford 

James Watfon, Efq. 

Sir Charles Watfon 

Mrs. Watfon 

Mr. Edward Watts, Crewkerne 

Mr. Waufe 

Mrs. Wayte, Bath 

John Filher Weare, Efq, four Copies 

Mrs. Webb, Truro 

Mrs. Webb, Bath 

Nathaniel Webb, Efq. Round Hill, Somerfet 

Mrs. Webb, Ditto 

W. Webber, Efq. Vanbrugh-Houfe, Kent, two Copia 

Rev. Samuel Wells, Portlemouth 

Mrs. Welsford, Totnes, two Copies 

Mrs. John Welsford, London, two Copies 

Mrs. Weft, Upper Charlotte-flreet 

Mr. Weftbrough, Briftol 

Mifs F. Wefton, Exeter 

Rev. S. Wefton, Prebendary, Canterbury, ten Copies 

Rev. 



( Uv ) 

Rev. John Wooflcombe, Plymouth 

Joh^d Morth Wbolkombe^ £fq. Aihbuiy, Deron^ ten 

Copies 
Mrs. Woollcombe, Ditto, ten Copies 
Mr. Francis Woolkombc, Ditto, four Copies 
Mr. C. WooUconibe, Surgeon, Exeter 
George Woolcombe, Efq. Plymouth 
Rev. William Wrey, Combinteignhead, two Copies 
Sir Bouchier Wrey, Tawllock, two Copies 
General Wrey, Barnflaple, two Copies 
Rev. Dr. Wynne, London, two Copies 



Mr. Morgan Yeatman, Briflol, two Copies 

Rev. Mr. Yeatman, two Copies 

Rev. Duke Yonge, two Copies 

Rev. James Yonge, Pullinch, two Copies 

Rev. Denys Yonge, Redor Weft Putford 

Martin York, Elq. 



SERMON 



SERMON I. * 



Acts, CL x. F. 38. 
"who wekt about doing .GOOP." 
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HEN we confider the conftitution of 
things, our minds are forcibly ftruck with 
the connection which pervades the whole, 
from their infinite author, to the leaft im- 
portant of his works. 

In the natural world, the fyftem to 
which our globe belongs, we have reafon to 
believe, is connefled with other fyftems, and 
in our own, we know that there is, as 
it were, a chain which links together its 
B various 
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rarious parts, and forms one ftupendou$ 
whole. From the immenfe planetary orbs to 
the animad, vegetable, ^nd fmalleft particle 
of inanimate, creation, nothing exifts for 
itfelf alone^ nor is this principle of union lefs 
.apparent in the moral world. ]S/Dnd is of 
one and the fame nature, whether poffefs'd 
by Men, Angels, or God, and the operations 
of IntelleQ: no more terminate in itfelf than 
the efFefts of matter. 

What a glorious view does it give of the 
univerfe, to confider the different parts 
of it as all depending on one everafting 
caufe, and working in different ways by 
fimilar means, to the produ6tion oiontgrtaty 
good end ! 

The connexion which is thus vifible 
between the different fpecies of the whole 
fyftem of the natural and moral world, is 
ftill more vifible between the different parts 

of 
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of the fame fpecies; and in particular, man 
finds himfelf united with man, in every thing 
which contributes id his prefervation and 
enjoyment. He comes into the world, even 
in a more helplefs ftate than any other of 
the animal race; he paffes through a long 
and feeble ftate of childhood, not only his 
body wants tender care and conftant aflif- 
tance, but his mind requires cultivation; he 
is plainly unequal to his own happinefs ; he 
pines in folitude ; he defires the fociety of 
his fellow creatures ; and he has as rea/ fen- 
fations of intereft, in the concerns of others, 
as thofe which he feels for himfelf, tho' 
unhappily too often overpowered by the 
latter mifconceived and moft erroneoufly 
purfued. If fuch be the conftitution of 
things in general, and fuch the nature of 
mian, what are we to think of his living 
for himfelf alone, of fufFering all his thoughts 
to terminate within the narrow circle of 
his imagined perfonal concerns, unmindful 
B a of 
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of the mifery or happinefs of others, neither 
weeping with thofe that weep, nor rejoicing 
with thofe th« rej^Jce? what, but that 
he forgets his nature : .that he is regardlefs 
of the great Author of his ekiftence, who has 
fo forcibly pointed out to him a contrary 
difpofition and conduft? 

Consider him as aftually engaged in 
the bufinefs of life, in a ftate of civili- 
zation; (for to know what man is, I would 
not fend you to the unnatural ftate of bar- 
barifm, from which fome would fain dra^ 
all their theory of human ndture, tho* I 
need not dread the leffon you might learn 
even from thence,) confider him as enjoying 
the pleafures which belong to either part of 
liis frame, his body, or his mind, as having 
formed ^omeftic connexions, as engstging 
in the intercoflrfe of fecial converfe, as 
'anfwering the c^Us of fome particular em- 
ployment, or, if you "pleafe, exempted by thfe 

bounty 
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bounty of providence, from the necefity of 
fellowipg any partjc^xlar employment, ftill, if 
he will procure for hiif^felf (he mqft exalted 
pleafi^re, he fQu(( in^\ for it in advancing 
theh^ppinefs of othef^; if he will prpmote 
his laili^g If^terefts even in tbp prefent 
V^prl^, he niuft make it his l^ufificfs to go 
^bput doing good. 

Who i§ Jhere of us that dpes not ac- 
<|uierp;e in the tF^th pi fuch pb^eryatfons a$ 
tkefe, %tvi repKpn thegi among t^^ ipoil: 
clear w4 JWifLVpidabl^e concilufjpns, which 
tbis re^Con pf ijiiaa vc^m^ dr^i^ fro^ his 
nature an.4 con(i^dons yet }et \t npt be 
f/^rgQtten, how lj|tle fuch Qbfervations were 
^iXtnA^ tp by the generality of mankind, 
how little they were uiyformly reffarded^ 
even by thofe who made them, either in 
the countries which were oyier/pread hj the 
g}o9^ qS Pfi^aQ fyperftition, or the partfy 
^olighteft'd hrx^ oS God's ^chpfen people. 
B 3 I have 
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I have no defire to build the temple of 
Revelation on the ruins of reafon; for I think 
it the glory of Revelation, that it coincides 
with the whole conftitution of things, and 
human nature, and that thofe parts of the 
information it conveys, which do not refpeft 
the myfterlous difpenfation of God's free, 
and undeferved mercy to miferable finners, 
which " the very Angels muft ftill defire to 
look into," are fuch as right reafoning from 
our nature and condition, might have led 
men to acquire for themfelves ; but I would 
not have you forget, what the/^iS was; that 
men did not acquire it, becaufe their reafon- 
ing was not right, unbiajfed by corrupt pro- 
penfities ; becaufe they had not a right 
knowledge of themfelves, or their condition 
in the prefent life. 

Those fentiments are moft juft, and that 
difpofition in any literary produftion is 
deem'd to be moft correfl, which appear to 

uncultivated 
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imcultivated minds to be moft obivious and 
ieafy; but it does not follow from thence, 
that on the fame fubjefl: they would have 
-produced thofe fentiments, or foUow'd that 
order. Let it be remembered then, to whom 
we are indebted for thofe pure notions of 
Benevolence which are fo familiar to our 
minds, which feem now to arife fo naturally 
on the leaft contemplation of our own 
nature and our circumftances. Since the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs hath arifen and fhined 
upon human nature, the underftandings of 
men have been enlightened to perceive the 
common relation of mankind, " that we are 
every one members one of another." And 
their hearts have been warmed to allow the 
demands of their relationjhipy " to be kindly 
afFeftioned one to another with brotherly 
love:' 

, The influences of chriftianity are now 

felt by aU in every civilized country with 

B4 the 
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the dawning 6f reafbn, and firft emotion of 
paffion or affe£li6n. Its benign fpirit dif- 
fufed through the whole mafs of opinion, 
lind fentim^nt infinuafes itfelf impercep- 
tibly intp the very texture of their minds 
and fbnfibilitics of their hearts. Tliofe 
who Unfortunately acknowledge not^ or 
ungratefully difregard its divine Author, yet 
experience in many refpcSs, whilft they 
bow down to the idol, their reafon, the 
meliorating effe£is of his unfpeakable gift. 
And thofe who receive with meekne£s the 
ingrafted woid, and look therey for the 
ibundation of their opinions, and regulation 
f{>f their pdfions and afi^^oos, fine} in every 
page 6f the record of their faiths the moft 
fbr^ible exhortations to the virtue of Bene^ 

Without Benevolence, all pretences to 
natoral religion, or revealed^ are declared 
to be vtiiu If we love not oitf Brother 

whoni 
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whom we have feen, we are told, we 
cannot love God whom we have not 
iFecn ; and by tkisy faid Chrift, fliall all men 
know that ye are my difciples, if ye have 
love one to another. Precept however is 
cold and unanimating, addrefs'd to the 
iinderftanding alone, which is too apt in the 
midft of a world full of temptatipn, to be 
overpowered by the will and affeftions. 

Herb then behold the virtue of Benevor 
lence receiving firm unmoveable fupport^ 
and raifing itfelf into the grace of heavenly 
Charity. Thofe v^rho have a true fenfc of the 
miferable condition of human nature, from 
which we have been relieved by the media^ 
tion of the Redeemer, who are wafli'd from 
their fins in his blood, and fanftified by the 
infpiration of his Holy Spirit ; whofe foul$ 
are fxifiiciently refined to reliih the joys 
which await juft men made perfefit; who 
Jiope to join the multitude of all nations and 

kindreds^ 
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kindreds, and people and tongues, in faying 
Salvation to our God which fitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb ; who, in all 
the various fcenes of life, look unto Jefus the 
author and finiflier of their faith, behold his 
patient forbearance, hear his meek anfwers, 
and affefiiionate intreaties j witnefs his un- 
wearied endeavors to redrefs human cala- 
mity, and render men happy; feel the 
immenfity of that love which brought him 
down from heaven, to die the d^ath of a 
vile flave upon a crofs, and have the divine 
found of "Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do," ever vibrating in their 
ears — ^Thofe men will have every feeling 
attuned to the love of their fellow creatures, 
and by the uniform praSlice of beneficence in 
their feveral ilations, according to the 
power they poffefs, draw in thfe days the 
willing teftimony from all that know them, 
which was once forced from the lips of a 
Heathen perfecutor s behold how thefe 

Chriftians 
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Chriftians love one another. The nobleft 
obje£i which our eyes can behold in the 
prefent world, is one of our fellow creatures 
pofleffing the power and difpofition to 
do good, and uniformly exerting it in 
the whole conduft of life. Let us then 
proceed to the efFefts of the difpofition we 
have been defcribing. 

Your hearts have often been delighted 
with the fight of a well regulated family, 
between the different branches of which, 
there have fubfifted real regard and concern 
for their mutual interefl: each individual 
comforting, and endeavouring to ferve and 
pleafe the others, and all looking up with 
confidence and love to their common Head^ 
in whofe affefitionate attention to the welfare 
of the whole, they find a bond ot union and 
an incitement to the chearful difcharge of 
their perfonal duties. When in like manner, 
all mankind are confider'd by us as one family, 

the 
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the children of wh^ Father, who has forin'd 
them to live in focial intercourfe, and civil 
fubordin&tioni who allots their different 
nations, appoints their employments, diftri- 
butea enjoyment, trains them up here for 
greater happinefs hereafter, and condu£ls 
them to it, each perfon will receive his 
proper fliare of regard, according as be is 
placed nearer or more remotely in this 
great family of love, and from his fituation 
demands mor^ or lefs our cpnftant and 
fedulous attention : in proportion as we are 
inirufied with his welfare and happinefs. 

Upon this view of things, what are com-i^ 
monly coafidered as diftinS duties, appear 
to have aii intimate conneSion with the 
pommon calls of Benevolence, and regard 
to our owtn families ; and the advantage of 
considering things in this way will fee, that 
Qur attention to both will be duly proper* 
(ion'd; aad we fhall not tfaiid^ as ifxa^ feem 

to 
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to do, that Unwearied endeavors to raife the 
kttertts much as ever we can, is an excufe 
for the negleft of evety other call for our 
beneficence- The truth is, the perfons who 
a6t in this manner, are regarding tbem- 
felves alone, even in what they appear to do 
for item; it is their pride or fome felfifli 
paffion, not real affeftion for their femilies, 
which they are endeavoring to gratify ; of 
which we frequently fee a convincing 
proof, when tieir particular views in life are 
in any way cotUradiSed. The mind which is 
capable of feeling real love for others upon 
any occafion, will feel it upon all occafions 
which call for the exercife of it ; and the 
i/Jiw^difpofition Which leads a man to confult 
tile happinefs of his nearer conne6tions, for 
r^^ fakes, will extend itfelf from the dif- 
charge of evfeiy endearing duty of doitieftic 
life, to the calls of friendihip, acquaintance, 
'neighbourhood, oountry, and human nature* 

B£K£VOL£NCS 
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every terrible foreboding thought, haunting 
the imagination; in fuch a condition, prefent 
to yourfelves one of your fellow creatures, 
experiencing that languor and pain, which 
jo« have found it difficult to fupport, with 
every affiftance and comfort, which wealth, 
Ikill and affeftion could afford; from this 
wretched dwelling, fee him convey'd to a 
place where he partakes of every accommo- 
dation his condition can require, every affif- 
tance the greateft learning and ikill can 
adminifter, every tender attention which 
can contribute to his eafe ; comfortable in 
the refledtion that all human means ar^ 
tried, and thus yielding himfelf up in peace 
to the difpofalK)f his heavenly Father. 

I DARE to fpeak thus ftrongly of our 
Houfe of Mercy, becaufe it is fo remarkably 
bleffed, not only with the beft pjofeffionid 
.affiftanoe in the honorable fcience and act 
of flied ic ine and :fur;gery^ but wh^t can 

never 
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never be fufficiently valued or commended, 
the conftant vigilant attention of many per- 
fons with heads and hearts qualified to 
guide this work of Charity with prudence: 
nor is it a fmall part of our glory or advan- 
tage, that thefe perfons are of various pro- 
feffions in life, and different perfuafions in 
religion; as it is the exaltation of this our 
feftivaloi love, that they come thus folemnly 
before God> avowing their readinefs to unite 
heart and hand in the fervice of their poor 
diftreffed brethren. 

You, upon whom providence hath be- 
llowed an abundance of the good things of 
this world, and the yet greater gift of bene- 
volent affeftions, who upon the prefent oc- 
cafion (land forth the avowed Patrons of 
this excellent Charity; oh you^ I need not 
attempt to inforce the bleffednefs of imitat- 
ing your Saviour in going about to do good. 
You well know that benevolence, uniformly 
C dircfting 
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#rcding th^ ufe of riches^ tsxhibiti what 
Job defcribes of his profperity ; " When 
^ ^ea^ heard me, then it blefied me> and 
v^eA the ^yt few me it gave witnefs to me : 
becaufe I delivered the poor that crled^ and 
the fatheHeis and him that had none to help 
him : the Weflittg of him that was ready to 
perifh catne upon me, and I caufed the 
widow's heart to fing for joy. I was eyes to 
tbe bdind^ and feet was I to the lame." 

How are thofe men to be pitied, who 
imagine the advantages of a large fortune, 
to confift principally in the pomp and fplen- 
dour <A equipage, and the uncontrouled 
gratification of their feliHh paffions ; ftrangers 
to that felf-efteem and felf-congratulation, 
Irhich tht^ experience, who confider their 
condition in the light in which chriftianity 
reprefents it, as being ftcwards to their 
heavenly Father, aaad whofe confciences 

bear 
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bear diem \ 
to their truft* 

But Charity, 
by much, when \ 
to what a man li^ 
IS this diiy afforded 

contributing yo»zrwi . *r 

there are any here ^^ - ^^ive'd benefit 

from it, and from a change of circ'umilances 
are able to afford forate teflimony of their 
gratitude \ I do not afk fuch to contribute, 
for I am fure, they can need no exhortation 
to d^ according to their power. 

You, who in bretter circumfiances, liave 
known wliat ficknel^ is, (and m^ haive 
known, and all may expe£i to know,} re- 
fleft on yout own wants, your owJi V^^$« 
your own feelings: as you have known^ or 
hope to know what it is to ^^ pitkd^ fo mty 
you now know what it is to pity! 

C 2 Nor 
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^ro^can I help reminding all here pre- 
as well thofe who can, as thofe who 
cannot contribute to this Inftitution, that 
it is not ofily by their tdms that they can pro- 
mote the welfare and happinefs of their 
brethren: by difcharging, aschriftians, the 
duties of their ftations in life; by being good 
natured and obliging in their families — ^kind 
and affifting, and courteous to their neigh- 
bours — ^induftrious andconfcientious in their 
refpeflive callings---by fubmitting them- 
felves.JIn quietnefs and peace to the lawful 
regujtatiohs of fociety, and thus difcounte- 
nancing, in the moft efficacious manner, 
all turbulence and difaffeflion to govern- 
ment^ tjie fur^lforerunner of general cala- 
mity: hYtkefe m!?f^s, may they all (hew 
the benevolence of rlheir hearts; and the 
poorer fort^ by their, folnipty and prudence, 
preventing many of the cajamities relieved 
by this Charity, contribute i(r effeS towards 

\ it. 
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itj by leaving more for the unavoidable 
vifitations of providence. 

My endeavour has been to reprefent the 
duty of doing good to others, as refting 
upon the broad bafis of the whole conftitu- 
tion of things, and the make and condition 
of man; as enforced, and irrefiftibly recom- 
mended to our feelings, by the precepts 
and nature of the chriftian religion, and 
the example of our Lord arid Matter Jefus 
Chrift; as (hewing itfelf in every aft of 
kindnefs, affiftance, and eourtefey to all we 
have concern with, in various degrees ; and 
as ftrongly prompting us in particular, to 
give our hearty fupport to fach Inftitutions,^ *| 

as this day's folemnity was intended to^ rg^^, , " ^ 

* - ■ ■ * 

commend. "^-^t- . -. ^ 

-*.i > ■'*. ' 

In a mind accuftomed to confider the 

whole fyftem of human duties in this com- 

prehenfive view, no perplexity will be 

C 3 occafioned 



( ^2 ) 

0ccafione4 by any feeming interference 
of different parts of it with each other. 
Modem Philofophers, as they are called, 
^as! how unworthy of the name! have 
moil vmnaturally feparated the caufe of 
philanthropy from that of piety and holi- 
nefs, and affeft to treat of benevolence, as if 
its diSates might fometimes be at variance 
with thofe of the gofpel. But let thofe 
trying circumftances arife, which bring 
opinions to the teft, and it will invariably 
be found, that the love of God, as he is 
revealed to us by Jefus Chrift, (with its 
neceffary confequences the regulation of 
our minds, and the due fubjeftion of our 
appetites and paffions to reafon and benevo- 
lence, as enjoined by the laws of chriftian 
morality,) is the only true and confiftent 
principle of the love of man. May a firm 
conviftion of this important truth excite us 
to aim at uniform excellence of charadter, 

to 
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to become more and more perfeft iiK^ ^^^ 
good word and work. ^^ai 

Imagine then, my brethren, this bufy 
fcene at an end, and yourfelves able to 
view the whole of life through which you 
. have paffed, at once, in all its circumftances, 
connexions, and confequences; fee your- 
felves uniformly pafflng on through all its 
fiages in the difeharge of your duty, accor- 
ding to your nature and fituation, loving 
?ind beloved; behold good men dropping 
the tear of grateful remembrance on youf 
graves; and anticipate the exultation of 
heart, with which you fhall hear the Almighty 
Judge of the Univerfe pronounce, " In as 
much as ye have done good unto one of the 
leaji of thefe my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me." 
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Gal. CA. L F. io. 

•* FOR DO I NOW PERSUADE MEN OR GOd! 
OR DO I SEEK TO PLEASE MEN? FOR IF 
I YET PLEASED MEN, I SHOULD NOT BE 
THE SERVANT OF CHRIST." 
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'F all the charafters which the holy 
fcriptures afFord for our example and in- 
ftruftion, there is none (our blefled Lord's 
excepted) which contains a more valuably 
affemblage of amiable virtues, than that of 
St. Paul, and, what forms the foundation of 
them all, the motive of his conduft fliines 
with peculiar luftre: indeed, the general 

tenor 
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tenor of his whole life, as far as we are 
acquainted with it, appears to have been 
guided by the fame high principle. Even 
when he perfecuted the religion of Chrift, 
he tells us * tAai he did it out of a zeal towards 
Gody § verily thinking with himfelfthat he ought 
to do many things contrary to the name of Chrijl. 
And although the pubh'c manner, in which 
our bleffed Lord gave his gracious inftruc- 
tions, and performed his many wonderful 
works, leaves us ho room to fuppofe, that 
a man of St. Paul's a£live and inquifitive 
mind could have wanted the fulleft acquain- 
tance with them; yet, when we confider 
the many and deep-rooted prejudices, both 
national and arifing from the particularly 
drift mode of his education, which con- 
curred in producing this determination of 
mind, we fliall be unwilling to dwell on 
this part of his charafler ; and readily pafs on 
to the proof which he gave of the fincerity 

* A^s^ cb* xxii. V. 3, § AAs, ch, xxvi. v. 9. 
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of his principles, when it pleafed God, who 
was willing to fliew him mercy, beeaufe, 
differently from his affociates, * he did it 
ignorantly in unbeliefs to call him, in a mor^ 
extraordinary manner, to become a minifter 
of the gofpel. A fimilar event is r^cordeyd 
in the new teftament to have happened to 
other perfons; and the difference of their 
behaviour upon it from that of our Apoftle, 
plainly fhews the different motives which 
influenced their conduft. § When the band 
of men and officers from the chief Priefts and 
Pharifees came forth to feize our blejfed Lord 
in the gardeny hardened as they were^ they 
were unable to withftand a momentary dif- 
play of his divinity; but went backward and 
fell to the ground ', — ^yet as foon as they rofe 
again, far from abandoning their wicked 
purpofe, II they bound him and led him away. 
St Paul was not thus difobedient unto the 

heavenly 

* 1 Tim. ch. i. V. 13. § St. John, ch. xviii. 
II St. J(^n, civ. 3(v\ui. 
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heavenly vifion which appeared unto him ; 
but having no bad motives to ftifle a con* 
viQiori, which he could not but feel, he 
gave up all that was dear to him, his for- 
tune, friends, reputation, and national dif- 
tinftion and privileges, counting tkem^ to 
ufe his emphatic language, * but dung that 
he might win Chriji. § Though brought up in 
Jerufalemy at the feet of Gamaliely a doSlor 
had in reputation among all the people^ || cajling 
down fuch imaginations and every high thing 
that exalt eth itjelf againjl the true knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Chrifl : '\ though after the 
flriaefi feEt of his religion a Pharijee, an exa£l 
obferver of the righteoufnefs which is in the laWy 
and a zealous promoter of it, % preaching Chrifi 
crucified. And from a more than commonly 
vehement perfecutor of the church of Chrift, 

becoming 

• Phil. ch. iii. V. 8. § Afts, ch. xxii. v. 3. || a Cor, 
ch. X. V. 5. t Afts, ch. xxvi. v. 5. Phil. ch. iii. v. 6, 
A^s, ch.xxii. V. 3. Gal.ch.i. v. 13. J 1 Cor.ch.i. v. 53, 
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becoming its moft faithful paftor; the ex- 
a£left pattern of virtue, and amiablenefs of 
manners, both to infidels and chriftians; 
the warmeft advocate for chriftianity, yet 
guided by the cooleft prudence ; the moft 
patient, perfevering, and, except in cafes 
that required an e,xertion of his apoftolic 
authority, the mildeft inftruftor of his flock; 
confiftent and uniform, taking care in 
all things that the miniftry fliould not be 
blamed. 

What enabled him to aft in this manner, 
co-operating with the divine grace, which 
thus manifefted its power in him, was 
his principle of aftion; which acquired 
ftrength, and threw off its imperfeftions, 
as all good qualities do, upon his becoming 
a chriftian. 

From that time his fole endeavour was 
to approve himfelf in the fight of God; not 

to 
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to gain the favor of men, the defire of which 
had fo unhappily mifled him : aware, that 
if the latter were in any refpeft the ruling 
motive of his conduct, he (hould perhaps fall 
back into fome of his former miftakes, and 
foon ceafe to be the true minifter of the 
gofpel. In feveral parts of his writings he 
avows this principle and its importance: 
and fince in the text he has laid it down as 
the neceffary fupport of his conduft as the 
fervant of Chrift; it will not, I truft, be 
thought either unfuitable to the occafion 
of our prefent meeting, or exceeding the 
duties of the office affigned me, if from the 
paffage before us I endeavor to trace out 
die importance of it to the prefent teachers 
of religion, with refpeQ: to tkeir opinions, 
doftrines, and condu61:. 

And firft, with refpeft to their opinions, 
tA will produce inquiry : he who is perfua* 
ded that he was fent into the world by a 

fuperior 
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foperior intelligent Being, wha endued him 
with powers of examining and determining 
upon the' ob)e£ts which are prefentcd to his 
mind, dnd that this Being is ever attentive 
to his conduft, caftnot poffibly think, that 
he afts agreeably to his will, when he per- 
mits thofe powers to lie inadive : certainly 
they were implanted in us by our Mak^r 
for conftant ufe; and therefore not to make 
any or but little ufe of them, is, as far as 
we can, defeating his gracious intention: 
befides, as our reafon is manifeftly defigneci 
to govern and direS the other parts of our 
frame, fuch a perfon, fenfible thatT>e mull 
give an account how far this has feally been 
the cafe, will naturally he driven to inquire 
what the dilates of that reafon are: and 
fmce (the appearances of things being fre- 
quently fo different from their realities,) 
the i^fult of this will unqueftionably be a 
perfuafion, that, in more inftances than a 
few, fatisfaftioh is not to be obtained at firfl: 

fights 
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fight; he will foon apprehend, that an in- 
quiry into his opinions is not only a neceC- 
fary, but a very important branch of his 
duty. The farther he proceeds, the more 
fenfible he will be of its neceffity and im- 
portance; the more convinced that, in a 
matter fo interefting to his nature, and pro- 
duftive of fuch confequences, when pro- 
vidence hath afforded him leifure and op- 
portunity, none of his opinions are to be 
exempted from fuch an inquiry. If this be 
in fome meafure the cafe of every man who 
has the free ufe of his reafon, under how 
much ftronger obligations to a£l thus muft 
fit think himfelf, who is to aflift others in 
their inquiries ? who undertakes to * teach 
thtm the difference between the holy and the 
prophane, and caufe them to difcern between 
ike nnckan and the clean? 

• Ezekiel, ch. xliv. v. atj. 
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But further, exertion of thought is no 
fmall labour; ajid however eafy a life de- 
voted to ftudy and meditation may appear 
to the unexperienced at a diftance, it has 
been confeffed by all who have followed it 
to any extent, that, though flight induce- 
ments may engage men to begin, ftrong 
and. powerful motives are neceffary to en- 
courage them to perfevere in it. From 
hence it happens, that among the many 
who enter with fincerity and order upon a 
ftudious courfe of life, fo few, in comparifon, 
appear to make a confiderable proficiency. 
Obftacles arife which were not thought of^ 
where they expefted to run, they find them- 
felves fcarce able to move — their ardour de- 
clines — indolence gains ground — and whilft 
fome barely preferve the appearance, others 
turn afide to any objefts that will attra£l 
their attention, and keep it without any la- 
bour of their own. What then is fufficient 
to counteraft fuch difficulties? . A defire of 

fame 
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fame and prefefmedt has^ it muft be cion* 
ktkdf produced Wonderful ^fFefls; aikd, 
\rhen confined within dtie bounds and in 
perfeft fubje£lion to higher motives, it is 
not apprehended to be forbidden by our 
religion as indonfiftent lA^ith thend: nsiy, as 
no one is at all times equally influenced by 
the bed motives, atid as worldly db}e£ts 
affed us more ftrongly, in otir prefent coft- 
dition, than thofe which are abfent and 
fpiritual, it may, perhaps, when thus duly 
reftrained^ be willingly adnJitted, as what 
will add occaflonally a fpur to the moft in« 
duftrious, and diffipate the languor of the 
moft indolent. The piety which is founded 
on good fetife reje^s no affiflance; her en- 
deavour is to turn what is moft (incanfie6krd 
in its nature With the purpofe (he h^i in 
view to the attainihent of it; and whilKl (he 
does this, (he only mstkes the n^kk^ ufe of 
thofe afFe£lions which worldly men abufe: 
yet, whatever fruits have in fome inftances 
D a^ifefi 
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arifen from merely fecular views, thefe, be- 
iides that, they cannot be relied on in any 
inftance as an uniform and fteady principle 
of application, on many perfons cannot 
probably be expefted to have any influence 
:at all. There are men of ability and op- 
portunity fuflicient to afford hope of being 
ufeful in our profeflion, who have not 
the leafl: profpecl of rendering themfelves 
famous, or of attaining, by fuch means, a 
ftation which can fatisfy the moft bounded 
defire of wealth. * Now^ tho* the perfuajiotty • 
that even t? fincere defire to be ufeful, uni- 
formly exerted, is not likely to procure 
notice and a due degree of reward, accor- 
ding to the common courfe of things, is to 
be difcountenanced as unfriendly to the 
caufe of learning and virtue in general: yet, 
to propofe to fuch men honours and wealth as 
motives for unremitted application, would be 

to 

• See Archdeacon Powell's ad charge to the Clergy of 
the Archdeaconry of Colcbefter, in 1772, Page 4th. 
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to infult common fenfe, and to contradift 
the experience of the world. Some motive 
muft therefore be found which willafl con- 
flantly and uniformly, and aifef): us all, as 
well as thofe of fuperior abilities. The 
love of truth indeed, arifing from a fenfe 
of its importance and our obligations to 
purfue it, is undoubtedly a fteadier prin- 
ciple of conduft, and in fome meafure level 
to the feelings and capacities of all men; 
and accordingly we fhould endeavour to 
render the fenfe of it, which we naturally 
have, ftronger and more efFeftual: but, in 
the prefent condition of human nature, 
who, that fpeaks from his confcience, will 
fay, that he hath at a}l times found this 
fufficient to withftand the allurements to 
pleafure and diflipation, which the com- 
mon occurrences of life produce? What 
hope then is there, that it would be able, 
when once the defire of novelty is fatiated, 
to fupport men's minds in general, under 
D 2 the 
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Ae fitigQes of contmued thought, and the 
perplexkies of attentive difquiiition? Tlie 
ttiffereuce of right ftnd wrongs with a due 
fimfe of die obligation of the former and of 
our own imperfetQioa, will lead the mind a 
^ep ytt higher^ and teach it to refer this» 
ai every thing clfe, ultimately to his will 
who implanted this fenfe in us^ and is ever 
attentive to the regard we pay it. And as 
we cannot but fee, that it is confident with 
juftice^ that he fhould expe£l returns ac« 
cording to what be hath conferred upon 
US; we muft know, that according to the 
abilities and opportunities which we have^ 
he requires of us application and labour. 
To this a conftant fenfe o£ every mornent of 
6ur time bemg obferved by him will power- 
fully and uniformly excite us. Since^ when 
once his prefence ia duly impreffed upon 
our mindS) we fliall no more think it al- 
lowable to pafs our retired hours in the 
futility of diffipated thought, than to fpend 

the 
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the whole of our time about objedfi whick 
merely affeft the ienfes: confcious too of 
the weaknefs of our beft refplutions, wo 
ihall naturally be led to offer up continually 
our earneft prayers for the divine bleffing> 
and fupport, in this as in every other par-* 
ticular of our duty, which we may thus 
humWy hope to obtain. 

Akd as this principle of a£tion, thus 
ftrengthened, will promote in us inquiry 
and labour; fo it will moft faithfully ewdndt 
us in our refearches/ and be the beft prefer^ 
vative from error. If a man's firft aim bo 
to advance his worldly interefts, he will be 
fubjeft, whatever care he takes, and with- 
out any wilful deviation, to an undue bias 
In favour of thofe opinions which find 
the readied: acceptance with the great and 
powerful. He, whofe grand endeavour is 
to raife admiration, will frequently find him- 
felf tempted to fhut his eyes againft truths 
D 3 when 
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when (he appears in the honiely * drefs of 
general opinion, and to turn afidefor a more 
unufual and Jiriking appearance. To agree 
with the reft of the world, and endeavour 
to elucidate received opinions, is too cir^ 
cumfcribed a path for vanity; which will 
ever be urging on the mind to fome un^ 
common purfuit, in which the reft of the 
world have no fliare, and of courfe can 
lay cUim to no part of the praife. What 
a fource of error this muft be, it requires 
no pains to prove ; but, if duly confidered, 
it will perhaps account for many extraordi- 
nary appearances among the learned, which 
move the pity of every perfon of candour 
and feeling. 

In fhort, intereft will be likely to bias us 
too much one way in favour of received 
opinions, whatever they are ; and vanity to 

prejudice 

• See Sherlock's Difcourfcs, vol, 3, fcr. 3, page 10, xi, 
and i>. 
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prejudice us too much the other way againft 
them. Now the perfon who enters upon 
inquiry under a continual fenfe of God's 
prefence; and of being accountable to him^ 
who fees the origin and prpgrefs of every 
thought, for his fairnefs and impartiality, 
is not in danger of either of thefe extremes j 
his great intereft is to difcover the truth, 
and therefore, with a due refpeft, becoming 
his age and abilities, to the opinions of 
others, he dares to think for himfelf. If he 
differs from them, (hould it be in important 
points, confcious of his own integrity, his 
chief concerp is for their miftakes; and on 
the other hand', * he is not difcontented or un- 
happy, when ht finds himfelf, after the whole 
of his pains, of the fame fentiments with the refi 
of the world. 

Thus neeeffary and powerful then will 

the principle of a£ling from a fenfe of duty 

D 4 to 
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to God be, with refpcft to truth in general; 
if we apply it to the caufe of religion, of 
chriftianity in particular, we fhall find it no 
lefs beneficial and neceflary. 

Although the two great articles of 
natural religion, the fuperintendence of 
God, and.our accountablenefs to him, are 
the foundation of the principle itfelf, yet 
are there many other points relating both 
to thefe and others, which are fubjefts of 
inquiry, demand labour, and afford trials 
of impartiality. And as the perfon we have 
been fpeaking of is already convinced of 
the attention which is due to the caufe of 
truth in general; influenced by fuch a mo- 
tive, he can never think it a matter of in^ 
difference, in what light he confiders thofe 
truths in particular, which more immediately 
affeft the objeft of his duty. 

Herb 
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Here then he will be careful to lay v9eB 
the foundation of his religion, and not be 
likely to fall into any confiderable miftake ; 
much lefs the fatal one of imagining reve- 
lation either impoffible or unneceflary: yet 
h,e will think, and with juftice, that what 
pretends to fo high a charafter, as the ex- 
prefs will of the Deity, addrefled to rea- 
fonable beings, muft come attended by 
fufficient vouchers to eftablifli its claims. 
This condufts him to the examination of 
the evidence of chriftianity: and his prin- 
ciple of aftion begets in him patience, fuf- 
ficient to make a thorough inquiry, and 
fairnefs to examine well all fides of the 
qucftion, before he allows himfelf to deter- 
mine againft fo important a point. 

What the refult of an inquiry upon thi$ 
fubjeft, thus undertaken and carried on, 
muft naturally be, need not be mentioned 
in this place s or if it need, I fliall not be 

thought 
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thought unwarranted to declare, tv^ithout 
any further examination, that it muft be the 
6rmeft and fuUeft perfuafion of the truth of 
the gofpel, J 

But here another moil extenfive field, 
opens before him, perhaps more befet with 
dangers, and fuller of perplexities than any 
he has hitherto trodden. After the au- 
thority of revelation is eftablifhed, the next 
ilep is to confider its nfieaning. 

The holy fcripture, in which it is con-r 
tained, may be confidered in two . points of 
view, as being in fome parts naturally ob* 
fcure and difficulty and in fome, though 
not fo originally, as having been renderecj 
fo, fince its promulgation, by various acci- 
dental circumftancets^ 

To proceed with fteadinefs, and without 
preju<^ice, through fo many obllacles, which 

the 
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the ignorance and paffions^of mankind have 
been incre'afmg for ages, arid which they 
are ftiil bufy to involve in greater difficulties, 
requires no fmall degree of nice examin- 
ation; diligence, and impartiality. 

These,* however; (as we have feen) the 
principle under confideration naturally pro- 
duces and fupports; accordingly the perfon 
who is influenced by it, having firft en- 
deavoured to fupply himfelf with thofe aids 
fix)m human learning, which are neceflary 
to overcome theFe difficulties, applies him- 
felf tq the .undertaking with ardour and 
ferioufnefs. Without abjeft fubmitfion id 
the opinions of any, however recommended, 
he examines for himfelf: but at the fame 
time, he is equally cautious of miftaking a 
love of novelty for a fpirit of freedom, and 
thinks it but reafonable, that a young and 
inexperienced mind fhould not haftily, and 
without diffidence, publifh and infift upoa 

it$ 
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Its opmions, when they dificr from thofe of 
greater experience; and efpecialljr when 
they contradi^ doftrines generally received 
id every age of the church: at Icaft, in fa 
important a bufmefs^ he will wait till that 
fondnefs for our own produftions, which the 
mbft difinterefted are not intirely exempt 
from, is a little abated ; judgmg, that if nq 
]ef$ a fpaqe than nine yean, has, upon this 
account, been fixed by a great * mafier iat 
the privatQ probation of a literary compo# 
fition, it can i^ver be prudent or decent to 
niher into the world our determinations of 
fuch higher moment, without the matureft 
deliberation* 

If, however, after the faireft examination 
he can make, after waiting a due fpace of 
time, and revifing and reconfidering the 
whole afrelh, he ftill fees caufe to differ 
from the opinion of others, though it Ihould 

be 
• Horace, 
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be in important points^ h^ will think it both 
mesin and diflioneft to conceal his fenti- 
ments: fhouki thofe points hp fuch, as to 
render a conformity to the eftabliflied re- 
ligion an a£i of dMplick% he will behave 
cbnfiftently with the convi£lions of his coxt' 
fcience ; and, tho' unwilling to difturb the 
unity of the church, feparate from her wor- 
ihip: k fo doing, after fuch Care tod fuch 
endeavours to be impartial, he will defervc 
the efteem of every fmcere friend to truth. 
But, if (as I hope I may, without undue 
partiality, fuppofe will generally be the 
cafe of a perfon of our communion, be- 
ginning fuch an inquiry upon fuch prin- 
ciples, and carrying it on in fuch a manner,) 
be fees good reafon to abide with that 
mother from whom he firft imbibed the 
milk of the gofpel> having his feith and 
opinions built upon fuch a foundation, he 
will attend to the miniftry duly qualified. 

and 
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.knd duly fixed, '^ Jhewing hmfelf a workman 
that needeth not to be afhamed, rightly divi* 
4ing the word of truth. 

This leads us to the fecond point, with 
refpefl: to which I propofed to confider 
the importance of this principle, his doc- 
trine. The perfon, who has from fuch mo- 
tives taken fo much care to have bis own 
opinions well founded, will confequently 
think it but juft to build thofe which he is 
to inculcate on others on their proper foun- 
dations 5 and as all his conduft has refpeft to 
the pleafurc of God, he will, as a chriftian, 
efteem this an indifpenfable duty^ left he 
ihould be found to affume the charafter of 
being called majier^ in the ftrifteft fenfe in 
which it is forbidden in the gofpel. But 
then, in this, as he is aflured his duty is to 
edify his hearers, not to raife their vain 
admiration, very different methods of pro- 
ceeding 

• ft Tim.ch. ii. v. 15. 
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ceeding will be proper in different places, 
according to their abilities. To wife men 
he will ^fpeak as unto wife men, requiring them 
to judge of what he fays: to fincere chriftians 
of inferior capacity, tho' to them he will 
not preach himfdfi yet he will think a 
plainer and more dire£l application ot the 
do£trines and precepts of religion neqeffary; 
becaufe fuitable to the abilities and oppor- 
tunity which providence hath afforded them. 
With all he will remember that his htfinefs 
is to preach the truth as it §/i in Jefus: 
though he will by no means omit to incul- 
cate the truths of natural religion and mo- 
rality, as far as they are difcoverable by our 
reafon : though he will call to his aid all the 
afliflances of human learning and philofopy, 
as far as his attainments extend, he will 
tiot, however, forget, that with fuch prin- 
ciples and fuch wifdom, in a very improved 
and polifhed age, men did not themfelves 

attain 

• X Cor. ch. X, V. 15. § Ephefians, ch, iv. v, ai. 
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attain to the true knowledge of God,; nor 
confequently were able to infiru£t others in 
the way of falvation, which was opened to 
them by a very different, tho' not inconfif- 
tcnt method. * After tkat^ in the wifd(m of 
Codf tie world by wifdom knew not God, it 
pleafed God by the fooli/hnefs of preaching tofave 
them that believe, by ^preaching not in the in- 
ticing words of man's wifdom : ^far tho* the 
Gredis fought after wifdom^ ingenious difler- 
tations, and fublime theories, the great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, and his brethren, 
preached Chrift crucified: not rejeEting ar- 
guments, brought from profane fubjefts to 
enforce their preaching; particularly, al- 
luiions to the games and other cuftoms of 
the Greeks, {as is evident from the epiftles 
of the former efpecially;) much lefs omit- 
ting to teach moral duties, as improved 
and taught by oiu: Lord; but laying the 

fbrnidatioo^ 

* t Cor. cb. i. T. 41. { I Cor. ch. ti. ¥. 4. 
I s C«r. cb. i. V, %% and ii» 



(( 49 ) 

fbundationi where God had laid the foun- 
dation of our falvation, on the death and 
fufFerings of Chrifi Jefus. * Without this, 
^ preacheJr may be a good orator, but he 
furely is not the true miniftey of Chrifti^ 
Yet, as it is natural for the mind pf man to 
go from one extreme to another, fo it 
hath happened in this refpeft; and contrary 
to common fenfe, contrary to the general 
tenour and almoft every page of the gofpel, 
Ibme, from their zeal to glory in the crofs of 
Chrift, and to magnify his grace, have fo 
preached him, as if they were preaching to 
mere machines, and fo as to render him in 
probable confequence the minifter of fip. 
From both extremes, the fober thp* piou5 
principle of our Apoftle, will be th^ heft 
prefervative; and as a juft regard for Qod 
will not. allow his minifters to indul^e> on 
E ev?ry 

* S«< ArchbUhop Seekers cftargeS'^firft charge to th^ 
Clerg) of the Dioceie of Canterbury, pa^e 23^, and the 
third to ditto, page ft99-^eo alfii hit Sirrtione tftt^^l. fdi 
Sermoni page 150 and 151. 
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every occafion, in an oftentatious difplay 
of human learning, to the negleft of the 
momentous concerns of his exprefs reve- 
lation; fo neither will it permit them to 
fuppofe, that fie has promulgated a law 
inconfiftent with that which he has written 
in men's hearts, or with the reafoii which 
he has given them to enable them to find 
out his ways. In oppofition to the eil- 
thufiafmofone party, or the felf fufficiency 
of the other, he will preach Chrift as he 
finds him revealed in the fcriptures: and 
in conformity to the folemn engagement, 
which he made before God at his ordination, 
he will preach him as the author and dif- 
penfer of our pardon and fanftification, as 
well as the teacher of virtue ; and princi- 
pally on the motives therein contained, 
regardlefs of the fcorn and contempt of 
the world, fliould different doftrines and 
different modes of preaching prevail, having 
this awful declaration of his Saviour ever 

fixed 
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fiied in his mind — ^ fVhofoevet Ihall be 
afhamed of me and of my words in this adul- 
terpus andfinfulgeneratioHy of him alfojhdll tht 
foh bf man be ajhamedy when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father y with his holy Angels. 

But however juft and feripturil a man's 
opinions are, however rational and evan- 
gelical his preaching, there is ftill a principal 
thing wanting, without which, neither will 
profit him Qr the public in any valuable de- 
gree. Good fenfe and experience of man- 
kind, could teach Pagan philofophy to re- 
quire virtue in an orator; how much more 
ftrongly does Chriftianity require it in a 
preacher ?— § That thofe who teach Jliould be- 
have themfelves holilyy juftly^ and unblameably 
among them that believe f Now a conftant 
fenfe of God's prefence is the only fure and 
fteady fupport of virtue in general, and of 
the feveral particular virtues which belong 
E 2 to 
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to the high calling of the minifter of Chrid: 
no other principle will, either fufficiently la}r 
the fottodation^ or dire£t and fupport us in 
the exercife of them. And firft, nothing 
but an ardent love of God will beget in u$ 
that zeal which will render us folicitous to 
promote his honour amongft men, or infpire 
us with that fteady concern for the fouls of 
our brethren, which will make us really in 
eameft to fecure their falvation. Other 
motives will produce an outward regularity, 
the true form of godlinefs • but this, tho' 
abfolutely neceflary, will carry us but .a 
little way in our undertaking, unlefs it be 
fupported by the true power of it over our 
minds, which can fpring only from a real 
faith and regard to God, as he is revealed 
to us by his fon Jefus Chrift : this, properly 
fixed iif" the heart, will teach us the true 
value of our profeflion, and, as it is in itfelf 
mod honourable, as well as beneficial to 
mankind, will make ua efleem it above all 

worldly 
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wordly objefts, and according to the di- 
re6Hon of St. Paul, *give aur/e/ves wholly to k^ 
It will alfo preferve our zeal from dangerous 
excefs. Religious zeal hath often been pro- 
duftive of mifery to mankind: but the' men, 
in other refpefts confeffedly good, have 
been the authors of fuch mifery; yet, in this 
refpei^, they cannot be fuppofed to have 
had that ccMitinual regard to God which 
they ought: fince, had his nature smd 
declarations been conftilted with due fim* 
plicity of mind, one would imagine, they 
could not have thought fuch proceedings 
agreeable to a being of infinite goodnefs, 
anci who requires us to be merciful as he is 
merciful. The truth is, perhaps, they, like 
other men, were rather too much influenced 
by the fpirit of the timps in which they 
lived, and had not learned, what it is the 
diftingiiiihing glory of the prefent age 
generally to underftand, that indiflference 
E 3 and 

• I Timothy, ch, iv. v. ij. 
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and toleration are by no means neceffarily 
united. Tho' we have not now the power of 
proceeding to fuch extremities, nor fhould 
have their excufe if we had, yet a zeal not 
exerted under a continual fenfe of the 
Divine infpeftion, may hurry us into anions 
very injurious at leaft to the caufe of re- 
ligion, if not to the property and perfons of 
our brethren: but when we have always 
in view the end of our converfation, party, 
prejudice, or hatred, will be likely to have 
little fway over us, and we ftiall proceed on 
in our courfe, tho" as burning yet as mild and 
fieady lights. 

Secondly, a conftant regard to God 
will be neceflary to produce in us proper 
perfeverance ; without this, the warmeft 
zeal, regulated by the greateft prudence, 
will never attain its end : and there are fo 
many things unfriendly to it in the world, 
that the means of fupporting it well deferve 

pur 
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OUT regard. Not to mention the natural 
variablenefs or indolence, or the falfe (hame 
of our own minds, the incapacity and inat- 
tention of fome, the pleafure and profit of 
others, the pride and obftinacy of a third 
fort are opponents which it muft con- 
tinually encounter. When we have made 
the fincereft and perhaps moft painful 
endeavours to imprefs upon the minds of 
our people the momentous concern of the 
great truths of religion, we fhall frequently 
find no fmall number ftiU ignorant and 
thoughtlefs, living without any rule of 
aftion at all. With others, immerfed in 
worldly cares and fenfual pleafures, lefs 
influence is to be expefted j it may be, 
however careful we are r^ot to give any 
unneceffary oflfence, fome will be difpleafed 
with us, and count us their enemies, merely 
becaufe we fpeak the truth. ITie pride and 
obftinacy of many is fuch, that, tho' they be 
ROt offended, and tho' convinced of their 
E 4 ^rror 
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ett6t, they wotlld father continue in it, 
than ^low themfelve^ to be dire^ed by the 
knowledge of another. And perhaps in 
this ibove all other rtfpefts, mofi men have 
a Ibrt of delicacy, which conceals the 
benefit they receive: nay, it is in fome 
meafure an unavoidable circumftance at*- 
tendant on our profeffion, not to perceive, as 
in others, the good efFefts of our labour m^ 
eteaje under our hands. The moral recovery 
of men is, for the moft part, very impercep- 
tible ; and we muft wait tor the comfort of 
perceiving it, till it is gradually exhibite4 
;n the cpurfe of their behaviour. 

Now, throwing afide all meaner confider-f 
ations, \i feeing thefuccefs of pur endeavours^ 
be our motive of conduft, bow foon fliall 
we defift from doing any thing more than 
what we may be punifhed for omitting? 
If goodnefs qf heart and pity for our 
brethren engage us, how will they endure 

fuch 
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fach continual difappointments, which wiU 
b^ the more fevere, the more fenfible we 
ate of fuch amiable feelings? We muft 
have fomething in view fuperior to either 
of thefe to animate and fupport us ; or our 
geiierou^ feelings will daily decline, tilj at 
length they fink into indifference ; and our 
exertions grow gradually more and mord 
faint. But riegard to God and our bleflfed 
Redeemer, moving beyond the fphere of 
worldly obftacles, will, in proportion to 
our ability, have the fame effeft upon us 
which it had upon the firft preachers of 
phiftianity. It will teach us to bear with 
flownefs of apprehenfion in our weaker 
brethren, as God bears with our imper* 
feftions; and in this refpeft efpecially, as 
in others, * to condefcend to men of low eftate. 
§ As workers together with him, we fitaU not 
4ejift to bejeech men not to receive the grace of 

God 

f Roq^anSj ch. xii^ v. 16. % 2 Cor. ch. vi. ▼. !• 
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God in vain ; but * whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear , to fpeak the lan- 
guage of Ifaiah, § add precept upon precept, 
line upon line^ here a little and there a little; 
Temembering the warning of God to us by 
his Prophet Ezekiel, || we Jhall not ceafe to 
warn the wicked man from his ix^icked way, 
tho" we incur his difpleafure thereby. Yet, a$ 
the \Jervant of the Lord mufi not roughly Jlrivei \ 

we Ihall be gentle unto all men, apt to I 

teach, patient in meeknefs, inftrufting thofe ! 

that oppofe; and, with St. Paul, endeavour, 
as far as our integrity will permit us, Xto . 

become all things to all men\ humouring their \ 

tempers y and infenjibly difpelling their prejudices, \ 

that we may fave fome. In a word, this 
jprinciple will carry us on conftantly and 
evenly, % not weary in well doing: fortho'we 
fee not, to the extent qf pur wifhes, th? 

cffeas 

* Ezekie], ch. ii. v. 7, § Ifaiah, ch. xxvHi. ▼. 10. 
I EzekUl, ch. lii. v. 18. f 2 Tim. ch. ii. v. 24 and 25, 
I I "Cor. cb. ix. v. 22. ^ GalatioQS, ch, vi. v. j. 
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cffefls of our labour here, in duefeafon we 
Jhdll reap if we faint not. 

Lastly, as the refult of all, it will beget 
and fupport in us uniformity of conduft and 
behaviour^ by which we ftiall, in the greateft 
degree, adorn the doSlrines of God our Saviour in 
all things y and wender ourfelves truly ufeful 
to our fellow creatures : from the want of 
which/ men, of no fmall worth, have caufed 
offences to be taken againft the caufe of 
religion, and men of great abilities have 
done little good. Impreffed with this con- 
ftant defire of fpeal^ing and aftingas in the 
light of God, we fhall be careful, in both, 
to have the true interefts of our profeffion 
fver In view, never betraying in either, 
what may lower our efteem, or leffen our 
ufefulnefs. We fhall not only * do no evil^ 
but confcientioufly § abftain frqm the very 

appearance 

f % Cor. ch. xiii. v. 7. §1 Thcflalonians, ch. v. v. %%• 
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appearance (fit \ my, * take heed that our ^eod 
he not evil fpoken ofi and labour to § let our 
light always fo Jhine before men^ that they may 
fee our good works^ and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven. ^^ For this and this only, 
to adopt the expreilions of an eminent pre- 
latej will keep up in our whole deportment 
that uniform decency and pi9priety^ which 
will preferve us from every unbecoming 
levity of behaviour and converfation; add 
lifeight to the dignity af omr charaSerSy and 
rmfe us ahwe atl thf commm m^^jf^ of merely 
fecular men!* 

• Romans, ch. xiv. v. i«. % Matthew, ch. t. v. x^, 
I SeeBUkopPortciu'tHfeof ArchbiihopSetker^ page^ 
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SERMON III. 
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St* Matthew, Ci. xxii. r. 39. 

THOi; SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS 
THYSELF^" 



A,T IS evidently the defign of the chriftian 
religion, not only to regulate the aftions of 
men, but alfo to change and improve their 
tempers and difpolitions. When this hath 
been eflFefted by their fincere and hearty 
reception of the Gofpel, and the gracious 
affiftances of the Holy Spirit, (which is the 
perfeftion of the new birth, and the new 
creation,) all the outward cxpreffions of 

duty 
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duty follow in due order and proportion^ 
But whilft men are influenced only by ex- 
ternal and diftant confiderations, their con- 
duft will ever be irregular and inconfiftent. 
And as this is the cafe of religious obedience 
in general, fo the duties of each particular 
branch will theii only be performed as they 
ought, when the genuine virtue to which 
they belong is feated in the heart. And 
with refpeft to my prefent fubjeft, the 
relative duties, thofe which are owing from 
man to man, will never be difcharged 
uniformly and conftantly, until we feel for 
our fellow creatures the affeftion which is 
enjoined in the text: and if true brotherly 
love be really felt, the performance of al] 
the focial duties will follow as its proper 
fruits. I purpofe therefore, firft; to Hate to 
you the nature of Benevolence, by ex- 
plaining what is meant by loving others as 
ourfelves, and then to point out the natural 
confequences of this afFedlion. 

The 
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The Almighty hath implatited in each 
iiidividual a regard for his own happinefs, 
which fliews itfelf in conftant wiflics and 
endeavours to avoid what is painful, and 
to attain what may conduce to enjoyment. 
And as it was his defign, that a great part 
of our happinefs fliould arife from focial in- 
tercourfe, he hath alfo given us feelings to- 
wards our fellow creatures, which prompt 
us to confult their happinefs in like manner. 
But fuch is the condition of the world, that 
what will contribute to the good of others, 
frequently appears inconfiftent with our 
own eafe and enjoyment, to which our felf- 
love is continually prompting us to have 
immediate regard. And this principle of 
felf-love gains {o much ftrength, by a^ing 
upon us continually, and by the indulgence 
of our early years, before our benevolent 
affeftions begin to expand, that it generally 
acquires too great a fliare of influence in the 
human heart. For at firft we live the life 

of 
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pf mere animals, and gradually riie to diat 
which is rational and focial. It becomes 
therefore the bufinefs of reafon^ as we acquire 
the power of confidering what paiTes within, 
vs, and of dire£ting the feveral propenfitiea 
of our nature^ to counteraft this undue at- 
tention to ourfelves, which operates to the 
negleft, and fometimes to the injury o£ 
others, by placing their feelings and con- 
cerns in the fame point of view, as that in 
which we confider ourfelves, and our own 
concerns. If we feel pain, we can confider 
that pain is the fame fenfation when felt by 
them. Ifze;^feel pleafure, we can rccoUeft, 
that pleafure and delight are equally de- 
fired by them. The confequence of this 
habit of contemplating the feelings of others 
is, that we regard their welfare as we 
unavoidably regard our own, and from 
our focial aifedion, as really wilh that they 
may avoid mifery, and obtain happinefs, a^ 
from our perfonal affeftion, we wifti that 

we 
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we may do fo ourfelves. In the degrees, 
indeed, of that warmth with which we re- 
gard others, and of that with which we re- 
gard ourfelves, there will be in moft perfons 
a confiderable difference ; as there is in the 
regard which we (hew for different perfons 
as they ftand in a nearer degree of con- 
nexion with us, or in one more diftant, as 
they intereft more or lefs the other feelings 
of our nature: But as we may be really 
interefted for feveral perfons, whom we 
love in different degrees, an^ whofe happi- 
nefs, we confequently defire with different 
degrees of earneftnefs, fq we m^y be as really 
interefted for others, as for ourfelves, wbilft 
yet we love ourfelves the beft. Yqu fee 
then, I hope, what is mjMWt by loving 
others as ourfelves; it is entering iri^o what 
concents their happinefs and welfare, as 
tndy as we enter into what concerns our 
o>yn; entering into it, I mean with our 
^wm, not coldly performing bencfkent 
F aftions. 
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aftions, which fome would reprefent as the 
whole of Charity, as they reprefent the 
outward compliance with the divine com- 
mands as the whole of the love of God. 
But thefe men furely forget that the out- 
ward aftion afFe£ts our moral chafrafter, 
only as it is an evidence of an internal 
feeling. In this way of ftating this precept, 
you perceive nothing extravagant or im- 
prafticable,, nothing but what may reafon- 
ably be made a fubjeft of command, nothing 
but what in fome meafure, thoV God knows, 
far fhort of what it fhouldW, iftankmd in 
general experiences 5 and therefore, nothing 
for the minds of any to be ftartled at, as, I 
ffear, is fometimes the cafe on hearing this 
command, from the want of confidering 
difpaffionately its true fenfe and meaning- 
You have alfo, probably obferved, that 
what has been offered in explanation of 
this virtue, is true altogether, independently 
of the religion of Chrift: Andthereafon is, 

that 
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that the feeds of it were originally planted 
in our nature by our gracious Creator, at 
the fame time with the love which we bear 
to ourfelves: and the religion of Chrift, 
gives us no new feelings, but only reftrains, 
cherifhes, or dire£ls, thofe which belong to 
our nature. It reftrains our inordinate felf- 
love, it cherifhes and direfts our love of 
our fellow creatures, and this in fo clear a 
manner, and with fuch affefling confider- 
ations, as were altogether unknown before: 
it carries it to fo much greater extent, than 
unaflifted reafon could conceive, that the 
Chriftian love of our brethren, juftly de- 
ferves to be called, as it is in the Holy 
Scriptures, a new commandment. I proceed 
to the particular efFefts of this principle of 
Benevolence, reformed, exalted, and ex- 
tended, into the Chriftian grace of Charity. 
It will lead us to rejoice with thofe that do 
rejoice, and to weep with thofe that weep. 
As the misfortunes of others wjll give us 
F a pain. 
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pain, tho' pain not attended by the comfort 
of felf-approbation ; fo their fuccefs and 
profperity, will really add to our fatisfa£lion 
and happinefs. Perhaps, this is not fo often 
the cafe, as we^are fond of profeffing, nay, 
as we would willingly perfuade ourfelves, 
but it is a fure mean of judging, whether 
we do indeed pofTefs benevolence of mind 
or not. Our fympathy with others, in cir- 
cumftances of aflfliftion, is naturally ftronger, 
and not fo much reftrained by felfifli con- 
fiderations. And therefore, it is more com- 
mon to find perfons who compaflionate 
mifery, than thofe who really rejoice with 
the happy. And fmce we muft frequently 
feel pain,, from the various fufferings of our 
fellow creatures, it feems that from mere 
regard to our own enjoyment, we fhould 
endeavour to counterbalance it,^ by re- 
ceiving as much fatisfa£lion as we can from 
their fucceffes. But real fympathy is an 
aftivc principle, axid urges on the mind to 

ftrenuous 
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ftrenuous exertions to promote the good 
and the comfort of others. It fufFcrs not a 
perfon to form private and independent 
fchemes of perfonal good, but whilft he is 
planning or purfuing what may appear to 
advance or gratify himfelf, it leads him to 
confider'in what manner the interefts of 
others w^ill be afFefted, aiid if pofliblc, to 
plan his defigns for his own happinefs in 
fuch a way, as to include rendering eflential 
fervices to them ; and it will alfo regulate 
his exertions by the importance of things : 
it will prefer the real good of others to their 
imaginary good ; the good of their fouls to ' 
their prefent fatisfaflion ; the good of the 
public to the good of individuals: And on 
this account, it will afford a new motive 
for an exemplary attention to piety and 
virtue; by which the moft good is done, in 
the moft lafting manner, to the greateft 
number of perfons. Nor will the benevo- 
lent man be inattentive to any thing in 
F 3 which 
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which the fatisfaSiion only of others is con- 
cerned. That politenefs, which in the 
world too frequently occupies the place of 
charity, will allow men at times to fay and 
do what they are confcious may give lading 
uneafinefs, at leaft to their inferiors, and 
to fuch as appear not to be of ufe to them 
in the promotion of their importance, their 
pleafures or their interefts ; or through in- 
dolence, to be guilty towards them, of 
inattentions which deeply wound their fee- 
lings, tho' they dare not fhew it. And 
among perfons of worthier charafter, it is 
not uncommon to fee thofe who have a real 
defign of ferving others, in what they con- 
ceive to be matters of confequence, by 
little aOs of apparent unkindnefs or negleft, 
or perhaps by the very manner of con- 
ferring their favours, caufmg to them more 
real fufFering, than their good offices can 
ever overbalance. They do not confider, 
that human beings have tjtinds as well as 

bodies 
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bodies. The happinefs or milery of this 
life, does not depend fo much upon great 
events, which feldom occur, as on a num- 
ber of little circumftances which attend us 
every day, and almoft every hour: and this 
muft by no means be forgotten by thofe who 
wifli to be the true benefaftors of their 
fellow creatures — ^but this will moft cer- 
tainly be often forgotten, unlefs we have for 
others that feeling, which places ourfelves 
exaftly in their fituation. When once this 
becomes the habit of the mind, fo as for it 
to be done involuntarily, as occafions arife, 
every feeling of others will have its due 
confideration ; every perfon will have his 
due fhare of attention ; every a£lion in which 
others can be interefted, will be performed, 
in fuch a manner, as will exprefs the bene- 
volence 6f the mind, in the moft conciliating- 
way which circumftances permit. 

F4 It 
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It h a precept of the chriftiah religion, 
not only to be pitiful but alfo cmirttous. The 
world may teach the mode, the fpirit muft 
be learnt from the Gofpel of Chrift. Every 
truechriftian poffeffes that temper, which is 
the ground work of the charafter of the true 
gentleman. Obferve him then in all the 
various fituations of human life, heartily 
wifliing, carefully planning, and fincerely 
•endeavouring to promote the good of man- 
kind in every refpeft, with \iniforni at- 
tention and kindnefs, proportioned to the 
various claims of kindred friendfliip, ac- 
quaintance, neighbourhood, and country — 
loving and being beloved. 

There are, thank God, fome to be found, 
who make- it their bufmefs to ^^ go about 
doing good," and who have frequently the 
fuperior merit of continuing to do fo, amidft 
the ungrateful fneers of men^ too felfifli and 
narrow minded, to form a notion of their 

views. 
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views. Nor in order to difcover them, 
need we confine our fearch to perfons of 
fuperior affluence or ftation. Thefe indeed 
have mod power of benefiting their fellow 
creatures ; and every beneficent :iGtion 
which they perform, every common civility 
and attention which they beftow, come re- 
commended by fuch advantageous circum- 
ftances, that it is wonderful to fee fo many 
of them regardlefs of the comfort and fatis- 
faftion of others, as we do- And when 
Aey exprefs, as they ought, by condefcen- 
fion and kindnefs, a chriftian regard for 
Jthofe beneath them, attending to their com- 
plaints, relieving their wants, and foftcning 
their affliSions, it recalls to our view, by a 
ftriking refembiance. Job's employment of 
his profperity, *' the bleffing of him that 
was ready to perifh came upon me, and I 
made the widow's heart to fing for joy; I 
put on righteoufnefs and it cloathed me, my 
judgement was a robe and a diadem.'* 
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But in every llation, in thepooreft, and 
the meaneft, will real charity exhibit its 
influence, in all the little officer of neigh- 
bourhood and domeftic intercourfe, and 
even in the manner in which men follow 
the humbleft ways of earning their daily 
bread. In fliort, as the whole bulinefs of 
life takes a new charafter without the par- 
ticulars of it being changed, by its being 
devoted to the fervice of God; fo every 
action of focial intercourfe, altho' it con- 
tinues the fame in outward appearance to 
the eyes of worldly men, aflumes from this 
principle, the dignity of chriftian charity. 
And whoever would truly enjoy the prefent 
world, may draw from hence fuch fublime 
iatisfaftion, that all the commt)n gratifi- 
cations from which mankind in general ex- 
petl their happinefs, when compared with 
it, fink into nothing. Let us then con- 
tinually cultivate this blefled difpofition, the 
feeds of which are planted in every ones 
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heart, by checking what is unfavourable to 
its growth, and cherifhing whatever may 
encourage it. Let us moderate our efti- 
mation of this world, in which alone there 
can arife that feeming oppofition of interefts, 
which is fo unfriendly to charity, by con- 
(idering the little value in reality of thofe 
things, on account of which, we give 
up the delightful fenfations of univerfal 
love, and condemn ourfelres to the internal 
mifery which is always occafioned by va- 
riance, enmity, and difcord; and by fre- 
quently extending our views to that better 
ftate, in which univerfal love will conftitute 
no fmall fliare of our enjoyment. 

Let us not in imagination, much lefs in 
<;onverfation, indulge ourfelves in the plea- 
fure which our pride is too apt to receive, 
from dwelling upon the mifconduft or im- 
perfediions of mankind, either towards our- 
felves or others, but pn the contrary* ac- 

cuftom 
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cuflom ourfelves to obferve the pleafing 
features of their charafters. One man will 
travel through a country, and return with - 
deformities only impreffed upon his mind, 
whilft another will have found fomewhat 
to pleafe him in the wildeft and rougheft 
fcenes of nature. 

Thu« alfo may every charafter be con- 
fidered in diflferent points of view, which 
will have very effential efFefts on our dif- 
pofition towards it. And when we ex- 
perience feelings of an unamiable tendency, 
let us compel ourfelves to aft contrary to 
the fuggeftions of the moment, the doing of 
which, if carried into an habit, will un- 
queftionably influence the ftate of our 
hearts. Above all, with our conftant and 
ardent prayers for this particular grace, 
" the very bond of peace and of all virtue," 
let us heartily pray, and earneftly endeavor 
to obtain that fupreme principle of conduft 

and 
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and difpofition of foul, mofl: perfeftive of 
pur nature, the TCYet^nthA/ove of God, aspo- 
ffeffed of all perfeftion and the fource of all 
good, which has a direct tendency to refine, 
expand, and exalt our afFeftions towards 
each other ; contemplating his goodnefs as 
difplayed in the common gift of the fame 
nature, the common prefervation of life, 
by the fame fatherly care, the common en- 
joyment of it by an union in the various 
gradations of fociety, and efpecially in the 
redemption of the whole human race from 
one common mifery, and the communi- 
cation to all of the fame glorious hopes; 
thus making us fellow members one with 
another, of that myftical body, of which 
Chrift is the head. And if after all we 
fliould at any time feel ourfelves but in- 
clined to a£l contrary to the diftates of 
Benevolence, let us recolleft the temper 
an4 the precepts of our blefTed Lord. On 
the altar of divine love which he has raifed, 

let 
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let us lay our quarrels and animoiities, our 
pride, our petty felf interefts, and hardnefs 
of heart — and there will afcend from it the 
fweet Savour of univerfal Charity. 
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SERMON IV. 



St. Matthew, CA. xvi. F. i8. 

" UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY 
CHURCH, AND THE GATES OF HELL 
SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT*" 

HESE words of our bleffed Lord, to 
which our attention is direfted by the 
Gofpel of this day, could only proceed from / | 

a confcioufnefs of his having come from 
God to eftablifh a religion in the world- 

On any other fuppofition, they indicate 
fuch abfurd vanity and enthufiafm, as is 
hardly imputable to any man of ordinary 
underftanding, and utterly inconfiftent with 

that 
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that fobriety and referve by which the con- 
du6l of our Saviour on the moft trying oc- 
caiions was uniformly diftinguifhed* When 
Socrates was condemned at Athens, he 
reafbnably concluded, from the hillory of 
his own country, as well as from the natural 
tendency of innocence and truth to prevail 
over malice and falfehood, that pofterity 
would do juftice to his metit : but that his 
notions of moral and religious truth would 
be embraced, and taught in his name under 
every change of human affairs, was too 
arrogant an expeftation to enter into his 
mind; and yet, were we to confider the 
Grecian fagc, and the founder of the chrif- 
tian religion, as veiled only with human 
authority ; we might perhaps, on a com- 
parifon of the nature of their do6lrines, and 
of the circumftances peculiar to each of 
them, be juflified in faying, that fuch a 
declaration from the mouth of Socrates, 
would not have appeared fo extraordinary, 

as 
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as the words of the text, from the mouth 
of our Lord- 

BtTT our Lord krlew that he came forth 
from God, and had power and authority to 
eftablifh dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages fhould fervehim^ that hisr dominion 
fhould be an everlafting dominion, which 
fhould not pafs away, and his kingdom, 
that which Ihould not be deftroyed. That 
the gates of hell have not prevailed againft 
the religion of Chrift, is a fa£l; that great 
obftacles have been oppofed to it's progrefs, 
is a fa£l alfo ; that they were fuch as muft 
have prevailed in the courfe of caufes and 
effe&Sy had it not been protefted and con- 
dueled by a power all wife and almighty, 
has been often ai^ fairly proved. 

In what way this almighty power was ex- 
erted after the dftys of the apoftles, and how 
G long 
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long it (hewed itfelf in an extraordinary 
manner, has been the fubjeft of much dif- 
pute ; but, as has been obferved, whether 
we extend its duration to a longer, or limit 
it to a ftiorter period, nay, were we not to 
avail ourfelves at all of the evidence from 
miracles, commonly fo called, the exiftence 
and progrefs of chriftianity, notwithftanding 
every impediment, is in itfelf a miracle ; 
and aflPords a proof of its divine origin, to 
which, from it's nature, the procefs of time 
muft give continually additional force. 

If, moreover, thofe very events which 
were in their obvious tendency moft un- 
propitious to it, have yet been the means, 
and,-humanly fpeaking, the neceffary means . 
of bringing it to the ftate in which it now ' 
exifts, the proof of it's divine origin, from - 
the fuccefs with which it was propogated, 
will be inexpreffibly ftrengthened; for it 
belongs to God alone, to bring good out of 

evil. 
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evil, and through a feries of ages, to execute 
the gracious! purpofes of his providence, 
by the operation of cauYes apparently the 
moft adverfe to them. This laft point, is 
intended to be illuftrated by an enumeration 
of fome of the chief difficulties, which our 
religion encountered in it's infant ftate, Und 
continued to eitcounter till the commence- 
ment of the reformation, and by endeavour- 
ing to point out the good effects with which 
they have been attended* 

Within a fhort time after our Saviour*s 
afcenfion, the animofity of the Jews againft 
his Difciples, occafioned the Violent death 
of the firft martyr. Saint Stephen i and raged 
fo vehemently againft the church which wa$ 
at Jerufalem, that all^ except the Apoftles^ 
were fcattered abroad throughout the re- 
gions of Judea and Samaria. No event 
could promife to be more fatal to the infant 
church than the early difperflon of its mem- 
G 2 bers. 
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bers, before they could have been well iiv 
ftrufled in the principles of their religion. 
Yet to us, to whom the view of God in 
permitting this difperiion has been ex- 
plained by it's a£tual confequences, it ap- 
pears to have contributed greatly to the 
enlargement of the church, perhaps to have 
been effential to it's prefervation. Had the 
difciples been allowed to continue unm<>- 
lefted at Jerufalem, the chief priefts, at 
fome moment favorable to their purp(^, 
might have enflamed the paffions and pre- 
judices of the multitude, and, by infiigating 
them to the deftru£iion of the ApoiUes, 
have at once annihilated the chriftianname: 
for though they had been obliged, becaufe 
of the people, to releafe Saint Peter and 
Saint John without punifliment^ yet the 
popular opinion might turn againft the 
Apoftles, as it had done in the cafe of their 
divine mafter: but when, in confequence 
of this difperfloa on Saint Stephen's deaths 

thofe 
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thofe who were fcattered abroad went 
every where preaching the word, and the 
people with one accord gave heed to them j 
fuch an attempt, however compleatly exe- 
cuted, would no longer appear likely to 
effeft their object, ignorant as they were of 
the particular ends which the Apoftles 
were deftined to ferve: and this may poffibly 
account in fome meafure, for the Apoftles 
continuing fo long in fafety in that very 
city to which Saul was commifiioned to 
bring thole bound, whom he (hould find 
profeffing the fame faith at Damafcus. 

The relu£lance which the Jews in general 
(hewed to embrace chriftianity, was, in a 
very ftriking inftance, eventually favorable 
to it's eftabliihment. If that people had re- 
-deived the gofpel readily, and their rulers 
had fupported it, the preachers of it would 
have immediately proceeded to propogate 
it in other parts of the Roman empire; 
G 3 this. 
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this, accompanied by fuch a change in 
Judea, would have foon alarmed the fuf* 
pieious jealoufy of the government; the 
rifing feft v^rould have appeared fo formir 
dable, that meafures would have been early 
taken for it's utter extirpation; efpecially 
as the indignation with which the Jews 
fubmit|:ed to the yoke impofed on them, 
and the erroneous notions they entertained 
refpefting the Mefliah, were not unknown 
to their conquerors. But by the oppofition 
which the Gofpel met with among the 
Jews, to whom it was to be firft preached, 
the Apoftles were detained in Judea and 
the neighbouring countries ; their proceed- 
ings were lijle obferved, and lefs regarded 
by the Roman government, as no alteration 
appeared in the condufl of the ruling 
powers at Jerufalem: and their followers, 
being confidered only as a feft of the Jews, 
were tolerated till they had difFufed their 
doctrines into almoft every province of the 
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empire. At length the attention o( the em- 
perors was roufed, and the moft malicious 
infinuations were employed to exafperate 
them againft the followers of Chrift^ on one 
hand by the Jews, who faw the eftimation 
in which the ceremonial law had been held 
daily declining; and, on the other, by the 
heathen priefts, who in the prevalence of 
the new religion, beheld the fubverfion of 
their own. During above two centuries 
and a half, the chriftians enjoyed no aiTu- 
rance of eafe or fafety, and frequently en- 
dured the moft dreadful fufferings of every 
fort: contempt, reproach, torments, and 
death, every where awaited the profeffion 
of the Gofpel, learning and fophiftry were 
exerted againft it. 

Such, indeed, is the nature of the human 
mind, that oppofition, and even perfecution, 
confinn it in the principles which it has em- 
braced. And, as they never fail to intereft 
G 4 others 
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others in the fate of fufFercrs, who give fuch 
proof of their fincerity, they fometimes, 
imperceptibly, create a prejudice in favor 
of^the principles themfelves, M^hich can 
render n^en fuperior to what is fo repugnant 
to human nature ; accordingly it has been 
found, both in religious and civil conten- 
tions, that many fe6h and parties have 
flourifhed under perfecution, and when un- 
noticed and neglefted, have drooped and 
died away. We may therefore admit, that 
a certain degree of oppofition was favorable 
to the caufc of chriftianity at its firft pro- 
mulgation; but it is contrary to common 
fenfe to fuppofe, that perfecution carried to 
fuch extremities, and continued through 
fuch a length of time, had a natural ten- 
dency to make men embrace it; nay, we 
may reafonably conclude, that fQme induce- 
ment, beyond the ordinary operation of the 
motives propof(5d in the gofpel, was necef- 
fary tQ counteraSt fiich difadvantages, and to 

prevail 
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prevail on perfons ot all defcriptions to em* 
brace and adhere to it, as we know they 
4id. But grievous as fuch feverities were 
t<> tbofe on whom they were inflifted, and 
inimical, while they lafted, to the progrefs 
of chriftianity, they were the means of 
furniftiing to pofterity the ftrongeft proof of 
the truth of that religion they were intended 
to reprefs: for they occafioned the nioft 
rigorous inquiry into the evidence of it, 
t)oth by thefe who embraced, and by thofe 
who oppofed it, and at a time when any 
fraud or defeft in that evidence could have 
been eafily detefted. As no fraud or defeft 
was difcovered, {for thofe who reje£led the 
religion, admitted the fafts on which the 
belief of it Was founded, but perverfely at- 
tributed them to the moft improbable cau- 
fes) the fupport which is thus afforded to 
the hiftory of the new teftament is fo con- 
fiderable, that the greateft enemies of our 
faith have fince, as well as then, been forced 

to 
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to have reCourfe to other modes of attack, 
inftead of attempting dire&ty to difprove 
the hiftory; which done, the whole fyftem 
falls in pieces at once, which not done, all 
other objeftions can be of little avail. 

While therefore, as partakers of the 
fame human nature, we fympathife in the 
fufFering of the primitive martyrs, reafon 
tells us, that God, who in his appointed 
time, will recompence thofe fufFerings an 
hundred fold, permitted his church to be 
thus affailed by ftorms, to demonftrate at 
once to it's friends and enemies, the depth 
and folidity of it's foundations. Men took 
counfel together againft the Lord> and 
againft his anointed, but he that dwelleth 
in heaven laughed them to fcorn, and had 
them in derifion. 

Another advantage that refulted to the 
chriftian caufe from having been fo long 
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oppofed, was, that no pretence could be 
allcdged, with the fmalteft probability, of 
its having been introduced to ferve any 
worldly purpofe; and alfo, that it was 
preferved by this meanj, from being cor- 
rupted in its infant ftate, by political 
-or philofophical maxinis. The different 
fchemes of Pagan theology, were all intro • 
4uced and fupported by lawgivers and 
kings, and calculated to infpire a more 
awful fenfe of their authority. Even the 
Jewifli religion, as it was to be confined to 
one people, and to fubfift no longer than 
their ftate continued, was eftablifhed by 
fan£^ions of government, though of an ex- 
traordinary kind: but the religion of Chrift, 
-defigned to be ^roeval with the world, and 
to be preached throughout every region of 
it, had no fupport from human power, left 
it ihould appear to be in any degree depen- 
dent on that power, or to have been more 

particularly 
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particularly adapted to one fort of govern- 
ment than to another. 

Had the Roman emperor and fenate at 
once become converts to chriftianity, and 
taken it under their proteftion, the inter- 
pofition of God would have been lefs con- 
fpicuousj and we, who even now, in ex- 
prefs contradiftion to the whole tenor oE 
hiftory, have heard fo often that our religion 
is only an inftrument of ftate, fhould never 
have been able to filence objeftions of this 
fort, and fliould indeed ourfelves have wan- 
ted that irrefragable evidence to the con- 
trary which we now poffefs. At leaft, wc 
flaould not have had fo convincing a proof 
of the fincerity of the firft preachers of the 
gofpel, and of their having been actuated 
by no motives of intereft or ambition. -Nay, 
had the perfecution foon fubfided, fince 
intereft or ambition will fometimes lead 
men to encounter geat difficulties, where 

they 
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they have a profpeft of furviving them, 
this might have been faid of the Apoftles 
and other preachers of chriftianity. But it 
is to be remembered, that though they 
were fully aflured of the final eftablifhment 
of chriftianity, fince their Lord had foretold 
it, they were precluded by the fame pre- 
di£tions from any hop^ of feeing it take 
place. Saint Peter for above thirty years, 
conftantly afted under the expeftation of 
^ violent death, and knew the particular 
kind of death which he was to fuffen 

Th£R£ is alfo great reafon to think, that 
the confequences which a6tually enfued on 
the converfion of Conftantlne and of the 
philofophers, might have been equally oc- 
cafioned, and with more fatal effe£);, had 
chriftianity obtained the proteftion of the 
great and learned at a much earlier period. 
Had not the church been rendered cautious 
by oppo&tion and controverfy, and obliged 
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to repel the cavils of its adverfaries, hf 
ftating its genuine doftrines with cleameft 
and precifion, the maisims and cuilcnns of 
the world, and the itiventions of fcience, 
falfely fo called, might infenfibly have been 
lb incorporated with the chriftian fyftem, 
that it would faon have become almoft ini- 
poffible to reduce it to its original purity. 
Indeed it is difficult to fay what alterations 
ot interpolations might not have taken place 
in the facred writiiigs, to anfwer the ends of 
ambitious and defignin^ men, or to fanflify 
the conceits of vifionary philofophers, had 
the fcriptures at once been given into 
their hands, and been diftributed through 
their means* Nay, had the Roman govern- 
ment only not oppofed the progrefs of the 
Gofpel, fnch an interchange ot rites and 
tenets might have taken place in the courfe 
of an unreferved and amicable intercourfe 
between Chriftians and Pagans, as wotild 
liave caufed them to appear but like differ^ 

ent 
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cnt fefls of the fame religion. Whereas 
now, the kingdom of Chrift, unaided by 
human learning during more than one cen- 
tury, unprotected by human power during 
almoft three, and yet continually extending 
its dominion, ftands eminently diftinguiflied 
from the kingdoms of this world ; and the 
fcriptures were preferved unadulterated in 
this ftate of feparation, till they were fo 
widely difperfed that any attempt to falfify 
them muft have been immediately dif- 
covered, and thus we have the tcftimony 
of fa£ls, that our faith ftandeth not in the 
power of man, but of God. 

But farther ; befides thefe external dan- 
gers to which chriftianity was expofed on 
its firft promulgation, there was another; 
arifing from within, which threatened to be 
no lefs fatal to it. Many of the firft con- 
verts, both Jews and Gentiles, though con- 
vlnaed by the fupematural evidence which 

accompanied 



( 96 ) 

accompanied the Gofpel, of its divine 
origin, retained prejudices fa inveterate, 
that they endeavoured to interpret its doc- 
trines in confiftency with thefe, inftead of 
making it their ftandard for correfting 
them. Nor is this matter of furprifc; for 
in the reception of revelation, men are left 
to the ufe of their natural powers, which 
are exerted as on other occafions ; not 
urged by an irrefiftible, or, if it may be fa 
called, a mechanical force. But, under 
the providence of God, even error becomes 
fubfervient to the inveftigation and eftablifh- 
ment of truth : for had no fuch falfe nations 
prevailed, or had they not manifefted them- 
fclves till after the days of the Apoftles, the 
epiftles of the new teftament would natu- 
rally have contained only direft inftruftions, 
and we fhould have miffed the advantage 
of fo exa6l ^ fpecification, not only of what 
the truth is, but of what it is not : an ad- 
vantage of great importance, as might eafily 
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bie made appear fiom what relates to ttc 
opinions of the Judaifing Chriftians in Saint 
taul's epiftles. In addition to the paffages 
of a controverfial nature which are to be 
found in the facred Writings themfelves^ 
we have many works compofed by the 
mod' re{pe£tahle members of the jprimitive 
church, to which the fame erroneous 
opinions gave occafion ; and though thefe 
may in fome inftaxices have been received 
with top implicit deference, they yeit ccm- 
ftitute a very ufeful comment on the fcrip- 
tures, and, at the reformation in particular, 
were of great fervice in fettling the form 
and principles of our national church. 

At length, in the beginning of the fourth 
century, chriftianity obtained theproteflion 
of the fovereign power, and paffed at once 
from the moil diftreiled iStuation, as to out- 
ward circumftances, into a ftate of fecurity, 
opulence, and honour. This prosperous 
H condition. 
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condition, except during the fliort reign of 
one emperor, it enjoyed without ihter- 
ruption; and we cannot help remarking, 
though It is not ftriftly within the limits of 
the fubjeft, the fulnefs of time when this 
happy change took place. For not long 
after, the northern nations made a for- 
midable irruption into the empire, and 
within two centuries deftroyed, throughout 
countries of immenfe extent, almoft every 
monument of ingenuity and leaming. Had 
chriftianity not enjoyed, previous to this 
unexampled revolution, fome intervjil of 
profperity, it could not have been fufficient- 
ly eftablifhed to furvive fo mighty a fhock : 
it did more; it fubdued the favage con- 
querors who menaced it with extirpation ; 
it was tranfmitted by them to pofterity; 
disfigured indeed by fuperftition and cor- 
ruption, yet with its records fo intire as to 
afford the means of retrieving its purity in 
more enlightened times j and we fee it at 

this 
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this day fufficiently flourifhing, not only in 
the old world, but in the new,, to juftify 
the moft implicit confidence in God's 
promife, that it fliall finally overfpread the 
whole face of the earth. 

May not this dreadful revolution alfo, 
which defolated Europe, and involved it 
for ages in the darkeft ignorance, be num- 
bered among thofe feemingly difaftrous 
events, which under the controul of pro- 
vidence, have ultimately proved beneficial 
to our holy religion. Sudden tranfitions 
from diftrefs to profperity are feldom bom 
by individuals or focieties with due moder- 
ation. The church, after having fuftained 
perfecution with fuch unfliaken confiatxcy, 
was unhappily feduced by ambitious view9> 
and the fifhplicity of the fcriptures was dif- 
figured by the fubtileties of a vain philofp- 
phy. The innovations of every kind which 
found admiffion in the courfe of the fifth 
H z century 



( loo ) 

century were fo numerous, they were in- 
terwoven with fo much art, and maintained 
with fo much ingenuity, that, had the ftate 
of things which gave rife to them continued 
the fame, it would foon have become a 
difficult matter to difcover, and a hopelefs 
attempt to reform them. But the almoft 
total annihilation of learning, occafioned by 
the ravages of the Goths and Vandals, 
though for a time it aggravated the evil, 
cottdijced, inditeftiy at leaft, to the cure 
of it. It favored no doubt tbe fuccefs of 
Mahomet, and of the papal ufurpations; 
but tbe fuperftitions on which tbefe were 
iovtnAtAy were fabricated by perfons who 
prrfumed fo far on the blindnefs of their 
. C<Mttemporaries, that the firft dawn of re- 
tu*fting; knowledge deteSed the impofture; 
"fofpfeion being once awakened, the whole 
Hf^ftem of religious faifli underwent an ac- 
tui«ite'inveftigation, in the courfe of which 
tke -errofs of the ' preceding period, Icfs 
.: - ^ grofs. 
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grofs, but not lefs pernicious, were dif- 
covered and expofed. 

It is curious to obferve, that as ignorance 
gave rife to fuperftition, and fuperftition to 
the moft defpotic power that was ever ex- 
crcifcd over the minds of men, fo the exer* 
tion of that power, in an inftance, which 
perhaps of all others is the moft ftriking 
proof of its preponderant influence, tended 
eventually to the revival of learning, and 
by confequence ta its own fubverfion. 
Nothing lefs than the afeendancy which 
the popes poflefled could have ftimulated 
to thofe raih and fanatical expeditions, in 
which an objeQ of no importance to the 
real intercfts of chriftianity, was purfued by 
means the moft incoxiiiftent with its princi- 
ples: they opened however a communi- 
cation with Conftantinople, where philofo- 
phy and learning of every kind had found 
an afylum. 
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The fortunes of that celebrated city, 
confidered with reference to the fame fub- 
jeft, are equally Angular. The removal of 
the feat of empire thither, to which its ag- 
grandifement was owing, was a meafure fo 
contrary to found policy, that we may 
perhaps be juftified in attributing it to the 
influence of an over-ruling caufe. Without 
fuch a provifion, the light of learning would 
have been extinguifhed; it would have be- 
come extremely difficult, perhaps im- 
poffible ever to retrieve the hiftory of early 
times, and that unbroken feries of evidence 
which has convinced the ableft and moft 
fcrupulous inquirers of the truth of our 
religion, and which its adverfaries will 
never be able to overthrow. Conftantinople, 
having ferved this great purpofe, feems to 
have fulfilled its deftiny; it became in its 
turn the prey of a fierce and barbarous 
people ; but it is remarkable that its down- 
fall completed what its prefervation had 
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begun; the affrighted inhabitants fought 
refuge among nations confcious of the im- 
provement they had already derived from a 
tranfient intercourfe with them ; they carried 
thither the precious treafures of antient 
learning; they were cherifhed as they de- 
ferved; under their culture the human 
mind once more began to expand; the fer- 
vice of God gradually became a reafonable 
fervice, it was difcovered that the caufe of 
truth could not be promoted by fraud, 
however pibufly intended, and that reve- 
lation, to be refpefted, needed only to be 
thoroughly underftood. 

The conclufiou from thefe obfervations 
is obvious. That if fo many apparently 
adverfe events have been attended with 
beneficial confequences to the chriftian 
religion, we may humbly truft that other 
adverfe circumftances, which at prefent 
fubfift^ (the long and extenfive prevalence 
H4 of 
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df mahartxctanifm, th€ remains of papal 
fuperftitions^ and the malignant fpbrit of 
fcepticifin) will finally appear to have had 
a fimitar tendency. Hitherto ^xp^rience 
has fearfully and wonderfully confirmed 
our Lord's promife in the text : His fpirit 
axid his po^er dill watch ov(r and prpt^£t 
his church ; ^nd in due (eafon will bring 
it to that ftate of glorious perfection of 
which the prophetic writings give affu- 
rstnce* When all the kingdoms of thi$ 
world fhall be the kingdoms of dur God, 
and of his Chriftj when all the people fliall 
be righteous, and know the Lord from the 
greateft to the leaft. 
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SEkMON V, 



St. Matthew, CL xxii. K 37- 

^ THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOB 
WITH AI-I* THY HEART, AND WITH ALI, 
THY SOUL9 AND WXTH ALL THY MIND." 



As 



lS the chriftiati religion was beftowed 
upon us by the Author of our nature, all 
its difcoveries and motives of a&ion are 
adapted to that nature— to the wio/e of its 
conftitution. That we may be influenced 
through the regard which we naturally 
bear to ourfelves, our fears are alarmed by 
the denunciations of endlefs mifery — our 
hopes are raifed and anim^d by the prof- 
peft ^nd aflurance of an happy and glorious 
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immortality. And fo long as we adhere to 
our duty, from the confiderations which 
our hopes and fears fuggeft, we comply 
with the purpofe of providence in implan- 
ting thefe paffions in us, and guarding his 
laws ty their influence. — But that obe- 
dience> which proceeds ixom fear alone, will 
ever be paid with reluftance ; that which 
flows from hope alone, will be rendered as 
eafy and fparing, as fliall appear confiftent 
with the attainment of its objeft. And 
accordingly that entire relignation of our- 
felves to the divine will, which is evidently 
required by the Golpel, will be very im- 
perfeftly fecured by the threatenings and 
the promifes which religion announces to 
us. Even perfons of more improved tqm- 
pers> without the influence of fome higher 
principle, will be too apt to recede from 
the trials of duty, when it calls them to 
the facrifice of urefent wiflies and gratifica- 
tions. — But to him, who loves the matter, 

no 
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no fervice appears grievous: every cona- 
mand is obeyed readily, heartily, chear- 
fully. And the love of God, as he is 
revealed to us in the Gofpel of Chrift, is; 
that great, univerfal, and perfeft principle, 
which unites in itfelf the nobleft afFeftions 
in the human breaft, which heightens and 
gives effect to every other motive of duty, 
and has the moft powerful influence in the 
regulation ot the heart, from which our 
conduft flows. It is principally and emin- 
ently lovCy which muft produce and fupport 
a conftant and uniform compliance with 
the commands of the Gofpel, and make 
that compliance appear to be our prefent 
intereft and our happinefs. 

I WILL endeavour therefore to ftate to 
you the nature of the love of God, by 
fliowing upon what it is founded, and to 
point out its obvious effefils. 

One 
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OjjE lafe rule we may have, if we pleafe, 
to guide us in this and in all other matters 
l-elating to the concerns of man with Godj 
and happy would it have been for religion, 
if that direftion had. been duly attended to — 
t mean common fenfe. And this obfer- 
vation is equally applicable to thofe perfons 
who have deformed the duty we are con- 
fidering, by extravagant and enthufiaftic 
raptures> totally unfuitable to the natures 
God and Man 5 and to thofe who deny to 
the Author of all perfeftion, and the fource 
of all good, any affe£lion of the human 
foul warmer than bare reverence and ad- 
piiration. — Love is the fame affe£lion in 
kind, whether it have Man or God for its 
obje£i; only, when directed to God, re- 
fined and exalted in proportion to the 
fpirituality of his nature, and tempered 
with that fuperior awe, with which crea- 
tures, and efpecially fmful creatures, muft 
ever contemplate perfe£t hoUnefs and in- 
finite 
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finite power. — It is always founded upoti 
ati opinion of excellence in the obje£l of it: 
and when raifed to its higheft degree, this 
opinion of excellence is joined to a fenfeof 
kindnefs towards ourfelves. Imagine your- 
felves well affured, that in a far diftant 
country there lives a perfon endowed with 
every perfeSion of human nature, and em- 
ploying every bleffing of human life to thfe 
feeft and nobleft purpofes. Superior to his 
fellow creatures both in the natural and 
acquired graces of mind and body, exalted 
in rank, abounding in wealth, never indul- 
ging himfelf in any thing wrong, and con- 
ftantly employed in doing what is right, 
fober, pious, humble, meek, gentle, bene- 
volent, beneficent. Could you forbear 
loving fuch a perfon, tho' the effeft of his 
virtues neither did, nor ever could reach 
you ? Would you not think of him with 
pleafure? Would you not defire to be like 
him? Could you avoid wifhing for an op- 
portunity 
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portunity of (hewing fuch a perfon fomc 
mark of yotir regard? and if you had an 
opportunity, would you not endeavour to 
do what you know would give him fatis- 
faflion ? — Imagine now this fame excellent 
perfon to be moft intimately connefted with 
you, to be your prote6lor> your father, 
your friend, ever confulting your welfare 
and happinefs> and continually conferring 
upon you important favors ; by means of 
which you found yourfelves pafling on 
thro' life, not only in the midll of prefent 
comforts and delights, but with the hopes 
and profpeft of their being perpetually 
increafed ; what feelings would then arife 
in your minds towards him ? Would you not 
really and heartily love fuch a perfon ? In 
the former cafe, upon the fuppofition of 
your having no intercourfe or connexion 
with him, you would love him on account 
of his excellence — In the latter cafe, fen- 
fible of his kindnefs to you, you would 

love 
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love him, both on account of his excellence, 
and on account of the benefits you received. 
You have been before me I doubt not, in 
applying what has been faid ot a Auman 
charafter to God, who is perfeftion itfelf, 
and the fource of all good, from whofe 
mercy and bounty you are continually re- 
ceiving more than either you can deferve or 
you can defire. At leaft if you will do this, 
you will at once not only fee the nature of 
the true love of God, bjit find irrefiftible 
inducements fuggefted to you, to love your 
heavenly Father with all your hearts, with 
all your minds, and with all your fouls. 

Of the perfeftions of God, either natural 
or moral, we can form no conception, but 
by colle£ling whatever is great, powerful, 
wife, beautiful, good amongft men, and 
adding to it all poffible extent, and leaving 
out all poffible defeft. It is an objeft too 
raft for the comprehenfion of the human 

underftanding— 
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iinderftariding— too far elevated attove the 
underftandlngs of Angels. But it is an ob- 
jeft as real as any obje£l which falls ever 
fo much wi//iin the comprehenfion of ouf 
minds, as the perfe^Stions of that humain 
character of which we have taken a forvey. 
Nay, without the real exiftence of fucb 
jncomprehenfible perfeftion as we afcribe 
to God, nothing great, powerful, wife, 
beautiful, or good, could have exifted at 
all. But tho' we know not how, by 
fearching to find out the pcrfe£lions of the 
Almighty, yet of the efFc£ls of thofe per- 
feflions we are able^ if we wull confider at 
all, to form fome notion; indeed not a 
fujicient notion; for the love of God paflfeth 
knowledge, and we can never be duly 
fenfible of his mercy to his unworthy 
creatures. 

From nothing hath he called up into 
being and made us what we are^ given u$ 

the 
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the various faculties and powers both of 
mind and body, with which we are fur- 
niflied, capable of being employed to many 
excellent and valuable purpofes; placed us 
ki a world abounding with objefts fitted to 
afford us enjoyment and delight, with none 
but what may in one way or other con- 
tribute to our real welfare ; made even our 
greateft evils fubfervient in the end to our 
greateft happinefs j his eye is perpetually 
watching over us> and his hand ftretched 
out in our proteftion, notwithftanding our 
ungrateful negleft and forgetfulnefs of 
our benefaftor ; and notwithftanding our 
repeated provocations, he is ever pouring 
out his favours and benefits upon. us. 

From what are called the natural bleffings 
of God, let us turn our thoughts to the 
wonders of his grace: confider what it 
really is to have all our fins and defefts 
forgiven; to have a clear and authoritative 
I declaratioa 
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declaration of our duty; to be affured of 
having all our concerns under the care and 
direftion of infinite wifdom, goodnefs, and 
power; to receive continual fuggeftions 
and affiftance from the Holy Spirit; and 
to know that our mortal bodies fhall be 
raifed from the grave, glorious and immor- 
tal, that we may have our perfect con- 
fummation and blifs both in body and foul 
in God*s eternal and everlafting glory. To 
complete all, let us look unto Jefus the 
author of our faith ; view there perfe6lions 
in human nature, and kindnefs towards us, 
in every thing he fpake, did, or fuffered. 
And now I trull that nothing further is re- 
quifite to illuftrate the nature of the love of 
God, and to fhew that that affeftion is 
founded on a perfuafion of his perfeftions 
and of his goodnefs to us. And as to its 
being the prevailing fentiment of our minds, 
it necefTarily follows from the fuperior ex- 
cellence of the obje£l to all others ; and 

the 
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the fuperior degree of favor which we have 
experienced, and which We are allowed 
ftill to hope for, from him. 

It is the Waiit Or deficiency of* faith and 
attention, which makes the love of God 
appear fo difficult to be apprehended by 
the generality of mankind; From a red 
faith and due attention to the peffeftions 
and goodnefs of God,- that hearty and fu- 
preme regard to him, which is called the 
love of God, follows in like manner, as 
love for what appears to us excellence in 
any human objeft, from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with that objeft, and experience 
of its kindnefs towards us. 

I PRdc££D now to ftate to you the effe£ls 
of this principle. 

And firft — ^He who poffeffes it, will have 

great fatisfafilioh and delight from thinking 

1 2 that 
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that there is fuch a being, the iuthof and 
fupporter of his exiflfencfe, who governs the 
univerfe, and is ever mod ititimafely pre- 
fent with him. The confideration of God's 
continual infpeftion is to moft pferfions the 
fource of melancholy dreaid — and no won- 
der y for almighty power and infinite wif- 
dom, undirected by goodnefs and kindnefs 
to us in particular, is an objeft \*hich it is 
impoffible to contemplate without the fee- 
lings of aWe dild depreffion ; and fuch is 
the light in which God appbars to thofe 
whofe hearts have not experienced this 
principle. But what high and refined fatis- 
faftion does he feel who can* ky open his 
every defign and thought to perfeS good- 
nefs, and fovereign wifdom, and power, 
and rejoice that there is a being' of flich 
perfections to take notice of themi 

S:EcoKD!:Y-^Ffom fuch conceptions o. 
God, foUo\^ at \^iIllAgQe& to obey faim in 

every 
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every thing, and a thankful fatisfaftion in 
every difpcnfation of his providence. We 
fliall not find any reluftance in complying 
with the divine will ; thinking every ex- 
emption from duty juft fo much gained to 
our happinefs. Our obedience will be 
ready and chearful, not extorted by the 
mere forcp of authority grievous ' to our 
nature ; our whole hearts will be in the 
fcrvice which we refider to our beloved 
mafter and kinfi father; ^s foon as wc 
know his will, we (hall haften to comply 
with it, from feelings of efteem and grati- 
tude; affuring ourfehres that every reftraint 
is frona fomewh^t which would upon the 
whole be hurtful to us, and every injuntSlion 
neceffary in fome way to complete our 
final happinefs; nor will the difpenfations 
of providence wear their ufual appearance 
to our minds: for confidering every dif- 
appointment and affli^ion as coming from 
him, of whofe perfeftiojis and of whofe 
1 3 goodnefs 
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goodnefs towards us we have fo deep a 
fenfe, we (hall receive it as neceffary cor- 
reftion, and as wholefome medicine, to 
cure the diforders of our fouls ; and thro' 
the whole courfe of the changes and chances 
of this mortal life, we Ihall be fully affured 
that we are proceeding on, juft in that line 
of exiftence, and with that degree of en- 
joyment, which will in the end advance the 
great good of the whole frame of creation, 
and our own perfonal happinefs in par- 
ticular. Thus we (hall feel the reafonable- 
nefs of thofe paffages in holy fcripture, 
which exhort us to rejoice in tribulation, 
and to be thankful for every thing, goad or 
bad : for the time paft, we ihall be glad 
that we have fuffered, and for the time to 
come, we (hall choofe to fufFer what may 
yet be neceffary to promote the improve- 
ment of our moral nature, and confequently 
muft recommend us to him whom we love, 
and wiih moft to pleafe. 

Thirply — 
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Thirdly— ^Another confequence of this 
principle is, a conftant endeavor to pro- 
mote the glory of our maker. I doubt not 
but many perfons hear with furprize fuch 
declarations of holy fcripture, as whether 
ye eat or drink or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God — /. e. order your whole 
converfation of every kind wit^ a view to 
God and the promoting of his glory among 
men : but with thofe who love God, this 
injunftion raifes no furprize; they unavoi- 
dably pay him fuch attention. It is the 
natural property of love when it prevails in 
the mind, to have continual regard to its 
objeft; every thing which concerns that 
objeQ; is of confequence* We imperceptibly 
form our minds, and regulate our conduft 
with an eye to what will appear pleafing or 
difpleafing in his fight ; and it affords an 
high fatisfaftion, to confider what we do as 
contributing to his advancement or pleafure^ 
Love produces fimilar effefts when applied 
1 4 to 
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to God : thofe who love him undertake 
and carry on their feveral worldly callings 
as his work, not with eye fervice as men 
pleafers, but in finglenefs of heart fearing 
God. They enjoy what comforts and fatis- 
feftions they have as his gift, and are per- 
petually confidering what efFeft their whole 
conduft aim appearance has in promoting 
or hindering the progrefs of true religion 
and goodnefs in the world* They are very 
careful not to do any thing even in their 
moft unguarded hours, or to fay any thing 
in their freeft converfation which can have 
a bad tendency; they confcientioufly ab- 
ftain from all appearance of evil. Where- 
ever fituation or connexion can give weight 
to their influence, they exert it heartily in 
favor of religion ; they are anxious to have 
their children and families in particular 
taught the true principles of our holy faith, 
and to prevail on them to follow thofe 
principles in. their temper and conduflt: 

they 
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they let their light fo (hine before men, that 
they may fee their good works and glorify 
their father which is heaven. And they 
reap the higheft pleafure from any g^ratifi- 
cations or accomplifhraents which they may 
pofTefs in a fuperior degree to the reft of 
mankind, if by their means they can render 
true chriftian goodnefs more pleafing and 
attraftive in the eyes of the world. Atten- 
tion to all this, would be an hard and iric- 
fome tafk, and have the appearance of 
unnatural conftraint, without fuch a prin- 
ciple as the love of God operating in the 
heart ; and accordingly it appears to the 
worldly minded no better than the effefts 
of enthufiafm, and is accounted to afford 
nothing but melancholy fear ; but it natu- 
rally follows from this divine affeftion. It 
IS the fure effeft of the cooleft reafon em- 
ployed upon confidering the whole of things 
in their largefl extent y and it affords a pleafure 
to the mind which no words can exprefs* 

For 
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For even the moft common and mod labo* 
rious employment becomes under its in- 
fluence the fource of fatisfaftion; it is in 
truth the grand fecret which removes the 
infipidity fo generally attendant upon all 
human poffeflions, and conlequently the 
true way to the real enjoyment of the 
prefent wdrld. 

Another efFeft of the true love of God 
deferving particular notice is the fincere 
love of our fellow creatures. Independent 
of the tendency we have to imitate what 
we love, and confequently to follow the 
, univerfal benevolence of our heavenly fa- 
ther, the contemplation of the divine per- 
fe£lions raifes the mind above all the narrow 
views of felf love, which counteraft our 
natural feelings towards our fellow crea- 
tures, and opens it to the perception of 
every thing excellent in the whole compafs 
of nature : and the fenfe of the kindnefs of 

our 
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our- heaevnly father towards us, fpreads a 
peculiar tendemefs over the heart ; fo that 
there is an habitual propenfity to love 
whatever is amiable of any fort in our fellow 
creatures, and, where we cannot love, to 
pity; hence we unavoidably become in- 
terefted in every thing which concerns the 
welfare, the enjoyment, or the comfort of 
others : we weep with thofe that weep, and 
rejoice with thofe that do rejoice. And 
what will be the effeSs of fuch a temper of 
mind in all The nearer relations of life or in 
the common intercourfe of the world, I 
need not mention : in every thing impor- 
tant or trilling, the behaviour will bear the 
unafFefted marks of fincere good will. 

Lastly — ^The fure efFe£l: of fuch a prin- 
ciple thus operating upon our minds and 
influencing our condu£t, will be a pro- 
greffive improvement in the habits of real 
goodnefs, and a conftant regard to another 

world 
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world in which our love will be perfefted, 
and confequently perfect our enjoyment. 
The more we love God, the more we fliall 
defire and endeavour to be like him, ancj 
the mor^ we ftudy to be like him, the more 
will our affeiSlions be fixed upon that ftate 
where we fhall fee him as he is-, and 4rom 
feeing him as he is, the more we fliali love 
him, and the more we do this, the happier 
we fliall be. Who can form the moft dif- 
tant notion of that exultation of heart 
which will arife from the real view to 
which we fliall be admitted of perfeft ex- 
cellence, and our feeling, paft all doubt, 
that this perfe6l excellence will be the 
fource to us of unalloyed happinefs for 
ever and ever ! 

Anp now how blelTed muft be the con- 
dition of that man, who finds himfelf going 
on from one degree of ftrength to another^ 
animated ivith inpre^fing earneftnefs to ap- 
pear 
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ptB.T in the beauty of holinefs before God 
in the heavenly Jerufalem; confidering this 
world and the next, only as different parts 
•of the fame plan and conftitution of things. 
H^re he is travelling, there he will be at 
home, like a traveller, enjoying chearfully 
all the real fatisfaftions he meets with on 
the road, and following the neceffary bu- 
ifinefs of it with alacrity, having however 
his eye fixed on the end af his journey, fo 
as not to be prevented from arriving at his 
home nor impeded in his progrefs. Surely 
it is not poffible to form in our minds 1 
Tchlarafter more exalted and full of dignit;^ 
than this? — any lefs troubled and difcom*- 
pofed by adverfe accidents and difappoinl- 
ments ? or any which enjoys the moll com- 
mon gratifications of human nature with 
greater relifti, or has a more exqulfite feiife 
of the more refined? — Such a character 
ought every chriftian to be ; fuch a charac- 
ter, as you have feen, the chrfftiaii love tX 

God 
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God will produce,. Do any of you coii- 
fider this chriftian love of God as unattain- 
able ? — ^It is only becaufe you have not 
fincerely and earneftly endeavoured to at- 
tain it. If you would accuftom yourfelves 
to think upon God as what he is, and truly 
endeavour to qualify yourfelves for thinking 
of him with pleafure, to love him would 
follow of courfe. It is not a new fentiment 
to which your hearts are ftrangers : you 
are acquainted with both the affeftion and 
the objeft of it. The love of goodnefs is 
natural to the human foul, and, however 
overpowered by the corruption of our na- 
ture, experienced in fome degree by every 
one. 

It is only neceflary therefore to abftra^ 
the mind a little from the influence of ex- 
ternal obje£ls, and to encourage our higher 
and more refined fenfibilities ; it is only to 
raife in our hearts the fame afFe£tions, 

which 
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and 
witho 
perfeB 

only f< •- ever moft intimately 

prefent with you, fo that in him you literally 
live, move, and have your being ; without 
recoUefling what you have received from 
him both by nature and by grace, the 
bleflings and mercies you now experience, 
and thofe you hope for from him hereafter. 
Sincerely endeavor to correft whatever is 
amifs in your lives or difpofitions, and uni- 
formly to do what appears to be your duty 5 
unprint the fenfe you have of thefe things 

on 
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on your minds, confirm your refolutions 
and animate your endeavours ; by habitual 
and earnefl private prayer, by the attentive 
reading of God's holy word, (applying 
what you read to yourfelves) and by devout 
attendance upon the public offices of the 
church, and (with the affiftance of the di- 
vine grace which you thus will certainly 
receive) you will find the ufe of thefe means 
producing in your hearts continually a grea- 
ter and a greater degree of the love of God. 




^KMon 



{ "ft ) 



SERMON VI. 



Psalm, ciii. F. 2. 



** PRAISE THE lord! O MY SOUL, AND 
FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS." 



HERE is no quality in the human 
charafter, which we more efteem than 
gratitude; nor do we confine ourfelves to 
efteem only, but are ftrongly difpofed to 
Ihew, towards thofe in whom we find it, 
all poffible attention and kindnefs: on 
the contrary, ingratitude raifes general ab« 
hprrence, and eflfeflually prevents any freih 
xnso'ks ^ our favor* 

K If 
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If this be the cafe in the little concerns 
which pafs between man and man : if the 
fmall degree of goodnefs which we poflefs, 
leads us to be thus pleafed with a grateful 
mind, and to feel fuch abhorrence of the 
contrary, — ^how do the great and number- 
lefs bleflings which the Almighty has be- 
llowed upon us call for our thankfulnefs 
and praife^ And how difpleafing in the 
fight of infinite goodnefs muft that heart be, 
which is infenfible to them : and yet thofe 
bleflings which are confl:antly and regularly 
enjoyed, are too apt to lofe their influence on 
our gratitude, from the very circumftances 
which ought to heighten their value, — 
their frequency, and familiarity. There are, 
indeed, men to be found of the moft amiable 
difpofitions towards their fellow creatures, 
who would fliudder at the thought of neg- 
letting an earthly benefaftor ; who yet al- 
together forget without any fenfe of fliame 
or notion of guilt, the great fountain of all 

our 
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our happinefs, upon whofe mercy and good- 
nefs all that we have or hope for depends. 

And the beft of us would do well to alk 
our hearts frequently, whether we uniform- 
ly retain fuch a fenfe of God's goodnefs to 
us as as we ought ? Religion is too often 
confidered in a forbidding point of view, as 
filling the heart with melancholy fuggeftions 
and defponding. terrors; but this is men's 
own fault, becaufe they will view it on 
the dark fide ; let them accuftom them- 
felves to behold it in its bright and genuine 
afpeft; let them exercife their minds in 
contemplating the goodnefs of the Lord; 
kt them cultivate in their breafts the feel* 
•irigs of love and gratitude for the bleifings 
they experience, and then, to cherifh a fenfe 
of his fatherly love, to utter forth his praifes 
with joyful tongues from the fulnefs of their 
hearts,', to regard him in all they do, will 
be confidered not merely as their duty, but 
K 2 as 
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as the privilege of their nature, their honor^ 
their happinefs — Praife the Lord ! O my 
foul, and forget not all his benefits. 

The benefits conferred by God xmi man, 
to which I will endeavor to direS your at- 
tention at prefent^ are thofe which are 
mentioned in our daily fervice, under the 
heads of our creation, our prefervation, and 
all the bleffings of this life. Were it in my 
power to give yau the mod imperfe^ 
notion of the ftrufture of the human l>ody, 
of the minute exa£lnefs with which the 
almoft innumerable parts of it> and all of 
them anfwering fome ufeful purpofe^ are 
adjufted, and the manner in which their 
different operations are carried on for the 
ends of exiftence and enjoyment : no heart 
can be fo infenfible, as not to be firuck with 
admhration and love at the wonderful marks 
of wifdom and goodnefs dij^kyed in our 
formation* 

From 
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From the body, let us turn our thoughts 
to the fuperioF part of our nature, the foul : 
coniider the various powers of the under- 
ftanding, aflfeftions, and will, and, what 
refults from them, that diflinguifliing moral 
fenfe wfth which we are endowed; raifing 
eur nature to fuch a degree of excellence 
as places us in the fcale of exiftence but a 
little lo\vcr than the Angels, and renders 
u& capable of the fublimeft fatisfaftions. 
The power of fearqhing out and difcerning 
right from wrong, truth from falfehood, of 
directing our afFeftions and purfuits to 
worthy and appropriate objefts, and of re- 
ceiving delight from felf approbation, was 
intended to be the diftinguiihing privilege 
of man. And tho* unhappily, through the 
tranfgreffion of our* firft parents, and much 
more through our own negleft and mif- 
management, our underftandings are in a 
great degree darkened and impofed on, our 
affections difordered and mifplaced on im- 
proper objefts, our wills averfe from what 
K3 is 
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is good, and prone to what is evil, .and the 
natural fenfe of right and wrong becomes 
weak and confufed ; yet, ftill the principles 
of true wifdom, of delight in goodnefs and 
excellence, of virtuous purfuits, of felf en- 
joyment, are, by the mercy of God, pre- 
ferved, and lay the foundation of our re- 
covery from this difordered ftate, thro' the 
gracious provifions of the Gofpel of Chrift. 
By thefe powers of the foful,. we enjoy all 
the fatisfaftions of thought and reflefitipri ; 
by thefe, a thoufand means of i^i:rearmg the. 
enjoyments of life are found out and ufe- 
fully applied; by thefe, we reiap all the 
pleafures of love, friendittiip, and focial in- 
tercourfe ; and by thefe, we are made fen- 
fible of the exiftence and perfeftions.of our 
great and glorious Creator, and are enabled 
to offer up to him that adoration and praife, 
which chiefly diftinguifhes us from the reft 
of the creation: and further, our fouls 
are not fubje£l to dec^y or diffolution, but 

when 
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when our bodies are. mouldering in the dufr, 
they will ftill retain their being and their 
powers; they are immortal, and nothing can 
Ihorten or deftroy their exiftence, but that 
almighty Being who firft created them, and 
who, as he is unchangeable, the fame 
yefterday to day and for ever, we may be 
fure will not. 

Can we now confider what we are, with 
what wonderful contrivance our bodies are 
formed, and what noble faculties our fouls 
poflefs, and not have the deepeft fenfe of 
the goodnefs of that great and gracious 
Being, from whonl we derived our exif- 
tence ? Can our fouls forbear praifing him 
for the benefit of our creation ? — But our 
prefervation no lefs calls for our thank- 
fulnefs and praife. 

When the various parts of the human 

frame are confidered, and the number of 

K 4 thofe 
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dlofe delicate fibres^ which are neceflary to 
the piefervation of life, and yet are capable 
of being difordered by the flightefl: accident* 
we ftand amazed at the continuance of our 
being> and fenfible how unable we are of 
ourftlves to fccurc them from injury, and 
even to guard againft the external annoy*^ 
ances to which we are expofedj we are led 
to acknowledge with the utmoft lowlinefs, 
that it 18 through the Lord that we have 
been holden up ever fince we were bom, 
and that he only can make us dwell in 
fafety. And this is the cafe not merely with 
refpe6): to our bodies, but the health and 
peace of our fouls alfo depend upon the 
fupport of God's providence. If we have 
ever feen the moft melancholy fpefiacl^ 
which human eyes can behold— one of our 
fellow creatures deprived of the due ufe of 
his reafon, we ihall not need any arguments 
to com^ince us how ineftimable ^ bteffil^ it 
is to poifefs a found mind, al^Oj like th^ 

bleffing 
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bleffirig of bodily health, it be but little 
confidcred by the generality of mankind. 
The fame in proportion is true of all the 
6ther faculties of our fouls ; on God's fup- 
port they all depend: were that withdrawn 
for a moment, confufion would enfue. But 
our gracious Father's goodnefs fhews itfelf 
alfo in the manner in which our b^ing is 
Continued to us, 

* This globe upon which we are placed, 
is furniflied not only with things neceffary 
for our fupport, but with numberlefs com- 
forts and delights ; indeed there is fcarce 
an obje£t which ferves barely for ufe, and . 
has not in fome degree the power of affor* 
ding us pleafure : we feldom confider, per- 
haps, how much the goodnefs of God is 
manifeft in the pleafure which attends our 
taking in our daily food 5 in the prevalence 
of agreeable fmells over thofe which are 
difagreeable ; of harmonious and fweet 

founds 
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founds above thofe which oflfend the ear; 
in furfaces which are pleafing to the touch; 
and in the effefls of light and colour on the 
fight. We can cafily imagine how all the 
purpofes neceffary to our exiftence might 
have been attained, without thofe agreeable 
fenfations which are annexed to them, 
and muft therefore allow thofe pleafing cir- 
cumfiances to be an additional proof of the 
goodnefs of God. Our daily food might 
have equally fupported us, tho' it had the 
fame efFeft upon our palate as the molt 
naufeous medicine ; our fmell might have 
ferved to affift us in difcovering the qualities 
6f things, tho' we had never been gratified, 
with the fcent of the rofe ; the neceffary 
purpofes of hearing had been anfwered, 
tho' every tone of the human voice, every, 
iound uttered by bird or beaft or occafioned 
by inanimate things, had been harfli and 
grating; our feeling .might have contributed 
to fecure us from injury, and affifted us to 

form 
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form juft notions of the fize and fliape of 
things, tho' the touch of the fofteft down 
had been like that of the rougheft ftone; 
and our eyes might have given us every 
requifite benefit of fight, tho' we had never 
viewed the glory of the fun, the majeftic 
grandeur of the heavens, the varied verdure 
of the landfcape, or the ftupendous expanfe 
of the ocean ; in fliort every neceflfary pur- 
pofe of the produftions of nature might have 
been effefted for our exiftcncc without thofe 
various fources of delight with which they 
are accompanied. 

If from the natural produ6lions of God's 
providence for our being and welfare, we 
afcend to the confideration of focial inter- 
courfc ; of the afliftanccs and pleafures 
which we receive from the various arrange- 
ments of regular government and civil fub- 
ordination -, how the combined powers of 
mind and body, of intelle£l and ftrength.. 

are 
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^re duly exerted in the promotion of general 
fecurity, order, and happinefs; how our 
affe£lions are foftened and improved ^ how 
every faculty of the human foul is drawn 
forth and exercifed on its fuitable objeft ; 
the hidden properties ot the animal, vege- 
table, and natural world, fearched out and 
applied to the ufes to which they are adap- 
ted ; how we reap from them by far the 
greateft part of the refined delights which 
fpring from the feveral connexions of life, 
of marriage, kindred, friendfhip, and ac- 
quaintance; unlefs with fome of modern 
times, we find the origin of all thefe blef- 
fmgs in an imaginary agreement of favages, 
we fliall ftill further adore the goodnefs of 
our Creator, who not only formed man for 
fociety, but a£lually, if at leaft we may 
believe his holy word, placed him in a 
ftate of civil fubordination; what a happy 
creature even in the prefent world might 
man be, if he knew and confidered the 

bleifings 
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bleffings he has received ! But too often, 
from equal infatuation and ingratitude, does 
he look only on the unpleafing part of his 
condition ; he abufes the advantages he can- 
not but fee, and even, turns them to his 
hurt; the various powers of a fuperior 
nature he employs in counterafting that 
order which his maker has eftablifhed, and 
of confequence, in producing to himfelf in 
the end unhappinefs ; all the natural de- 
lights with which this world is fumiflied he 
feizes on, in fuch a difproportionate man- 
ner, as to deftroy even the power of en- 
joyment ; the purpofes of civil life he 
perverts under the inftigations of unruly 
paflions, to cruelty, bloodfhed, and con- 
fufion; and were he left to himfelf, (did not 
our heavenly Father ftill interfere to guide 
and controul Him, as far as is confiftent 
with due freedom of will,) how foon would 
this world, which was intended for hi^ 
rational enjoyment and comfort,. beeomet a 

fcene 
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fcene of coi;itinued mifeiy: what compleats 
therefora the goodnefs of God in the prefer- 
vation to us of our being is, his direfting us 
by his fatherly hand, in our progrefs thro' 
life, in which he has placed us, and in our 
enjoyment of the bleflings he has beftowed. 

It is indeed beyond the reach of our 
capacity to difcpver how this is continually 
done: yx;t our reafon and the exprefs decla- 
rations of fcripture lead us to a firm belief 
of God's overuling providence, and to an 
entire refignation of ourfelves and all our 
concerns, whilft we humbly endeavour to 
do for ourfelves what we can, to his infinite 
wifdom, power, and goodnefs^ affured that 
he will give us fuch a degree of enjoyment 
as (hall be moft conducive to our lafting 
happinefs — and what more can we defire ? 
It is true, in the various fucceffion of events, 
he often fends, even to thofe who truft in 
hi^, difappointments and fuiferings, but 

always 
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always with a merciful defign; to punifh in 
order to amend us and others, to perfeft in 
us what will produce greater happinefs ; to 
draw our eyes towards that bleffed place 
where his fatherly kindnefs will fliine with 
its brighteft luftre, not clouded by thofe 
afts of feverity which are needful in this 
our ftate of education. But amidft all thefe, 
what numberlefs comforts do we poflefs 
beyond our higheft deferts: fome perfons 
indeed are more liberally furnifhed w^ith 
the favours of providence than others 5 un- 
doubtedly for the wifeft and beft reafons, 
known only to him who is equally the 
father of all men, and who has a right to 
do what he picafes with his own. But all 
of us, if we would attentively and impar- 
tially look back upon the events of our paft 
lives, might fee and feel how gracious the 
Lord hath been unto us. 

Lex 
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Le r us take a view of our real conditions^ 
laying afide pride and all undue pretenfions, 
and we Ihall foon become fenfible, not only- 
how little reafon we have upon the whole 
to complain, but how great reafon we have 
to be thankful. The mercy of God is over 
all his works, and, except to the incorrigible 
offender, in every event which befalls us; 
but were it in no event but onei which 
comes not within the fubjeft of this dif- 
courfe, but which gives in fa£l, by the 
cheering hope it affords, true value to all 
the reft : were the riches of God's mercy 
experienced folely in fending his only be- 
gotten and eternal fon to die for us, the 
juft for the unjuft; this alone might well 
fwallow up every other confideration -, and 
amidft all the anxieties, difappointments, 
and fufferings of this ihort tranfitory life, 
fill our hearts with joyful hope of that 
glory which fhall be revealed, and with 
thankful gratitude for our deliverance from 

that 
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that mifery which has no end and no intcr- 
miffion: but God's goodnefs is unbounded, 
and this ftupendous inftance fo far from 
exhaufting it, is an earneft to us of every 
other : He that fpared not his own fon, 
but gave him up for us all; how fhall he 
not with him alfo freely give us all things ? 

Let us look at ourfelves, then within 
and without; and whilft our minds are 
ftruck with the wonderful wifdom and con- 
trivance fo confpicuous in the formation 
and conftitution both of our bodies and 
our fouls, let not the goodnefs of our 
Maker which is equally confpicuous pafs 
unregarded > whilft we contemplate this 
fair temple in which he has appointed 
us to dwell, and our hearts fwell within 
us on beholding the Iky, air> e^rth, and 
heaven, let the fulnefs of them burft forth 
in the warmeft acclamations of praife to 
the gracious Lord of all : when we view 
L the 
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the delightful produftiohs of man's flcill and 
labor, or feel within us ftill more refined 
and animating emotions, the conjugal, the 
parental, the filial, the friendly, the focial, 
the humane; let us recoUefl what we owe 
to the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
who has eftablifhed the beautiful order of 
civil fubordination, under which alone they 
can be duly enjoyed, and appointed our 
lot under a conftitution of government in? 
Church and State, and in a period of fociety 
the moft favorable to every virtuous enjay- 
ment of our nature, and the higheft per- 
feftion of the human charafter. 

Ani> in the more retired paths of private- 
life, if any of us fliould be difpofed to fix 
his thoughts folely on what is lefs pleafing 
in his condition; let him turn to the op- 
pofite and more fatisfyiiig view; confider 
the many comforts which attend almoffi 
every fituatian, and make the bed ufe of 

them 
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them, by enjoying them as his Maker in-* 
tended. He will then foon be fenfible of 
the divine goodnefs in what cannot but be 
grievous to human nature, and upon the 
whole, with fuch views, reap more real 
fatisfaftion in the midft of alffliftion, than 
an irreligious man, whofe views extend not 
beyond what ftrikes his fenfcs, ever en* 
joyed in the height of profperity. 

Above all things, let us conftantly pray 
to God through the interceffion of our Re- 
deemer, that to the bleffings which he is 
contihually pouring out upon us, he will be 
pleafed to annex, what croWns and per- 
fe£ls ail his gifts to man in this worlds— 
a grateful heart—" to tafte thofe gifts with 
joy." 
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SERMON VII. 



JsALM, ciii. F. 2. 

PRAISE THE lord! O MT SOUL, AKp 
FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS." 

HE creation and prefervation of the 
world, with all the comforts and con- 
veniencies of life, are benefits which it 
might well be fuppofed men could not be 
in any danger of forgetting; but experience 
teaches us that the cafe is very far other- 
wife: and God our creator and preferver, 
and who giveth us all things richly to en- 
joy, is too often not in all our thoughts, 

whilft 
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whilft we feel and perhaps acknowledge 
the moft grateful fenfe of the inferior bene- 
fits which we have received from our fellow 
creatures. 

To recall our attention to thofe fubjefils 
is therefore neceflary, and has been at- 
tempted in a preceding difcourfe. But the 
bleffings of creation and prefervation, great 
as they are, only lead to the confideration 
of another ftill more important to us miferable 
Jinners* 

For how much better would it have 
been for us never to have exifted, than to 
have received this bleffing only to render 
ourfelves the objefts of God's difpleafure; 
how much better, were it poflible, to lofe 
our exiftence, than to live on here for a 
Ihort time in a ftate of folicitude and 
anxiety, and then leave all we hold dear, to 
become partakers of that juft condemnation 
L 3 which 
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which we have deferved: fo much is the 
blefling of our redemption of more impor-» 
Unce to us than our creation or pur pre-t 
fervation. 

The relations in which God (lands to us 
of creator and preferver, lay us under the 
obligation of conforming ourfelves to his 
will : if we Jiave doqe and continue to do 
this, we have nothing to fear, but may 
ajjure ourfelyes, that infinite juftice will 
never fuffer our being to be worfe to 14$ 
than not being, and may hope that infinite 
goodnefs will preferve to us (if not increafe) 
the bleflings we enjoy; in this cafe wc have 
no further to look, and a Kedeemtr is upon 
this fuppofition altogether unneceflaryi but 
^re we thus innocent— ^^\\% perfeQ? Far be 
from us the arrogant imagination; we 
know, we /f^/ that we have been and are 
fmners, in thought, word, and deed: we 
have, in the expreffive words of our Liturgy, 

erred 
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erred and ftrayed from God's ways like loft 
flieep; we have followed too much the de- 
vices and defires of our own hearts j we 
have offended againft his holy laws; we 
have left undone thofe things which we 
ought to have done, and we have done 
thofe things which we ought not to have 
done, and there is no health in us. 

Frpw God'« jt^ice therefore, we have 
nothu^g to expedi but puniihn^ei^^t; frpm 
his g^(4nejsy the lirft thing we have to hopp 
for, isfargivenefs. But hpw know we th*t 
it is copfiftent with his juftice, fo to exert 
his goodnefs as to grant u^ thisforgiveaefs? 
Let not the pride of human reafoa haftily 
anfwer this queftion, without having dulf 
€onfidere4 what the purpofes of univerfal 
government over rational creatures may re- 
quire. In human governments wp find that 
the welfare of fociety cannot be maintained 
without the punijhment of offenders 3 how 
L4 know 
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God's kingdom? and then what muft be- 
come of us? Undoubtedly to a fmcere 
'penitent, reafon and nature diftate hope of 
God's mercy; but hope mixed with fear, 
if matters be thoroughly confideredj be- 
caufe reafon cannot find a fure foundation 
on which to build that hopej and if matters 
be not thoroughly confidered, the forebodings 
of confcience will at times alarm the breaft 
with anxious doubts; for chafing to do evil 
does not undo the «vil that has been done, 
any more than ceafing to contraft new debts 
difcharges the old: but the advocates for 
the fufficiency of human reafon, without 
the afSftance of Revelation, muft be re- 
minded, that even the confcioufnefs of 
guilt, (after the heart has been hardened 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin) which pro- 
duces true contrition, and leadeth to real 
and fincere repentance, is looked for in 
vain in untaught and unaffifted nature; 

and 
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and if this could be there found, it cannot 
be found accompanied by thorough and per^ 
fe£l amendment of heart and life; for it is 
not thus found in us who are blefled with 
fuperior information, and are trained up to 
an higher fenfc of duty ; otnr hearts condemn 
us of falling conjlantly fliort of the glory of 
God; and God is greater than our hearts 
and knoweth all things. 

How then can man be juftified with God? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a 
woman ? Behold even to the moon and it 
Jliineth not ; the ftars are not pure in his 
fight ; how much lefs man that is a worm, 
and the fon of man that is a worm! To 
whom then can we look for comfort, and 
upon what can we ground our hope of 
mercy: blefled be God! there is one to 
whom we may look in this difl:refs of na- 
ture; to him who hath pronounced with 
authority — Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
1 people. 
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people, fpeak ye- comfortably to Jeru(alem, 
and cry unto her that her warfare is acr 
complifhed, that her iniquity is pardoned: 
bleffed be God for the hght which hath 
Ihined upon the people which walked in 
darknefs and the ftiadow of death. We 
can now ground our hope of pardon upon 
the fureft foundation; upon him who 
fpeaketh in righteoufnefs and is mighty to 
fave. Chrift hath redeemed us from the 
curfe of the law, being made a curfe for 
us; for God was in Chrift, reconciling 
the world unto hiaifelf, and made peace 
through the blood of his crojs. Who theu 
Ihall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
ele£t ? It is God that juftifieth, who is he 
tliat cpndemneth? It is Chrift that died> 
yea rather that is rifen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, yvho alfo maketh 
interceffion for us. Let then the proud 
difputer of this world truft if he will to the 
feiflt glimmering qf natural repfon; we 

will 
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will be more humble, we know ourfelves, 
and glory in the crofs of Chrifi. 

Only let us walk worthy of, the vo* 
cation with which we are called, and re- 
ceive not the grace of God in vain ; for 
better had \t been for us not to have known 
the way or righteoufnefs, than after we 
have known it to turn, through wilfulnefs 
or negligence, from the holy commandment 
delivered unto us. That grace of God 
which thus bringeth falvation, requires 
from us as a qualification for receiving its 
fiml effefts, fincere endeavors to attain uni- 
verial holinefs in heart and life, without 
which no one can fee the Lord. And the 
way to attain this, viz. by denying ungodli- 
nefs and worldly lufts, and living foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in the prefent world, 
is fo clearly pointed out, fo recommended 
by example, and fo enforced by the moft 
awful fanftions, that men muft wilfully 

fliut 
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ihut their eyes and harden their hearts if 
they do not fee and be converted. And 
that no encouragement may be wanting, 
it is the great and diftinguifhing excellence 
of the chriftian religion, that it not only 
gives us the affurance of pardon for our 
paft fins, but promifes every requifite affif- 
tance to our fincere endeavors for the time 
to come. This doftrine of holy fcripture 
hath not been by fome of late years valued 
as it ought to be, from the miftakes refpec- 
ting it, into which fome ill informed tho* 
well meaning perfons have fallen, thinking 
to exalt the glory of the Redeemer by dif- 
paraging the original work of his hand. 
For in holy fcripture, the creation of man 
at firft, is as expreffly afcribed to the eter- 
nal Son of God, as our redemption; and ' 
perhaps the circumftance of its being fo 
familiar to our minds, prevents its aflfeQing 
us in the way it otherwife would. But let 
not the too high fenfe of the efficacy of 

divine 



{ 157 ) ' 

divine grace, which other perfons may- 
have entertained, lead us to undervalue 
its neceffity and importance. 

For what are we with all the information 
we have received refpe£ting our condition 
and God's purpofes of mercy, if left to 
ourfelves. If God by his holy fpirit did 
not ftill work in us both to will and to do, 
confidently indeed with the free agency of 
creatures in a ftate of moral probation and 
difcipline. But let us imagine to ourfelves, 
that with a due confcioufnefs of our own 
weaknefs and infufficiency, with frequent 
experience of the deceitful nature of fin 
and the power of temptation, and with a 
perfuafion of the abfolute neceffity of obe- 
dience to the commands and conformity to 
the example of our Lord and Saviour, as 
propofed to us in the Gofpel, that we 
were this day informed for the firft time, 
upon the indifputable authority of eternal 

truth. 
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truth, that we fliould become the templcr 
of Almighty God, that he would come and 
make his abode with us, and that by his 
gracious prefence and influence he would 
enlighten our underftandings, corrcft and 
fan<Sify our wills, and guard, direft, and- 
exalt our hearts and afFeftions; with what 
holy Gonfolation, with what awful grati- 
tude would our hearts be filled! Let not 
then our fenfe of God's goodnefs be leflened 
by our more intimate knowledge of its 
effefts. 

And whilft we carefully avoid the errors 
of enthufiafm, let us not fall into the delu- 
fions of pride, nor forget in whom ftandeth 
our help; whilft we make the attainment 
of true and fubftantial godlinefs, in the mofl 
extenfive fenfe of the word, the firft obje£t 
of our endeavors, as it is the only foun- 
dation of real happlnefs in this life as well 
as in the world to conie, exerting all the 

powers 
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poW&rs of our nature in the purfuit of it; 
let us rely for the fuccefs of our exertions 
(and experience will foon teach us that wc 
cannot find any other dependance) upon the 
encouraging promifes which are made us 
in the gofpel of Chrift, of grace to help in 
time of need. Not that with our beft en- 
deavors we may hope to be rendered per- 
feft in goodnefs, notwithftanding our daily 
progrefs in it ; for abfolute perfeftion is 
not the lot of man on earth, or angels 
in heaven; his very angels he chargeth 
with folly; and we are told that even a 
juft man falleth feven times a day. In the 
midft therefore of our exultation we have 
caufe for humility, and after all to confefs, 
that not by works of righteoufnefs which 
we in any way have done doth he fave 
us, but through his free mercy in Chrift 
Jefus. And this duly confidered (and 
whether it be confidered as it ought let 
us aik our hearts ferioufly) muft raife our 

gratitude 
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gratitude to the higheft degree; for the due 
confideration of it leads on our thoughts 
to another particular comprehended in our 
redemption ; our having been begotten 
again thro' God's abundant mercy, unto 
a lively hope, to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undefiied that fadeth not av^ay, 
referved in heaven for us. 

It is appointed unto all men once to 
die ; now fetting entirely afide the thoughts 
of what may happen to us after death, the 
very idea of quitting the prefent life is 
grievous to human nature. To think that 
the time will foon come when we fhall have 
no more a portion in any thing that is done 
under the fun; when the fun indeed will 
rife but not to fliine on us ; when the ufual 
bufinefs of the world will be carried on, 
but with as little regard to us as if we had 
never been; when the generality of our ac- 
quaintance will have intirely forgotten us; 

and 
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nnd thofe whom we now moft Jove, and 
who perhaps moft love us, will feldom 
think of us, or if they do, with almoft per- 
feft indifference; when all that pleafes the 
eye, charms the ear, and delights the 
heart, \iriU be withdrawn, and thefe our 
bodies v^hich we have fo dearly loved and 
fo carefully fupported, will be laid in the 
cold and dark grave, there to become a 
mafs of corruption, from ^hich eyen our 
acquaintance and friends would turn afide 
with averfion — the food of worms. Ah$ ! 
who c^n think of thefe things without 
melanchply dread? Who do^s npt need 
fomc affurances of comfort to fupport his 
foul i|n4er thefe fe^f s of nature ? But to 
imagfine further that our very e:siftence will 
ceafe, and out fouls too die with oui 
bo4i$s, carries with it fuch horror a$ no 
one couI4 Ims ^4ure. 
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God therefore has fo formed our nature, 
that tho' we cannot but fear death, we 
cannot at the fame time but hope to live 
after death, and our reafon is capable of 
furnifhing fome arguments to encourage 
this hope of nature; but ftill, fear will at 
times prevail in moft men, and innumerable 
difficulties occur to ftagger at leaft if not 
to filence our reafon. The wifeft and beft 
of the heathen world are evident inftances 
of this perplexity; at one time they appear 
convinced, at another full of doubt; at one 
time fupported by proofs, at another em- i 

barraffed by objeftions; one part of man at 
leaft, they faw, perilhed: how neceflary 
this part might be to the enjoyment, if not 
the exiftence of the other, who could pre- 
fume to determine? Befides, tho' they 
might be convinced of living again after 
their departure out of this world, yet what 
is that world into which they were to go ? 
Is It a ftate of more happinefs or more 

mifery 
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mifery than this? Is it to laft longer or 
(horter than this ? Is it to be the final de- 
termination of our exiftence, or are we ftill 
to go on thro' fucceffive ftates? Thefe are 
queftions which reafon afks in vain: thefe. 
are apprehenfions which nature fuggejls^ but 
reafon cannot difpeL 

Some of thefe apprehenfions of nature 
we all feel ; if we do not feel the reft, we 
owe this blefliing to our early acquaintance 
with what he hath taught us, who hath 
brought life and immortality to perfeft 
light thro' the gofpel; and if we would 
find a cure for the apprehenfions we do 
fee), we have 'only to acquaint ourfelves 
thoroughly with him and be at peace: he 
will tell us that the bufinefs of this world 
is only preparatory to more glorious em- 
ployments hereafter ; that its pleafures are 
not to be compared with thofe which eyfe 
hath not feen nor ear heard 5 that we are 
M z feparated 
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feparated from our friends only to mttt 
them again, more amiable and more en- 
dearing; that then all our former love will 
be renewed, heightened, refined, and per- 
fe£led; that thefe very bodies which we 
lay down in the grave fhall be reftored to 
us again, exalted and glorious ^ and, what 
paffes all expreffion and thought, that we 
fhall be transformed to ^ ftate of p^rfed 
happinefs, no longer fuhje£t to dImiB'Utk>a> 
nor to interruption from time or change. 

But to whom are we indebted for thefe 
invaluable bkffings? Innocent creatures 
can claim nothing from God but that their 
being (h^H be as good to them as not being, 
that they ihall enjoy as much good as evil: 
meritorious creatures, were it poflibte that 
any creatures could merit from God;^ can* 
claim nothing further than that th^ir re* 
ward flwdl be proportioAed ta tteir merit* 
bm tibt unprofitable faljeiistad guijty crea^ 

lures 



( i6j; ) 

tures fliould have any reward, is an a£l of 

pure bounty; and that they Ihould have 

fuch a reward as*eternal and perfeft happi- 

nefs, IS an aft of bounty great beyond all 

conception. Well therefore is eternal life 

•called in holy fcripture the gift of God. 

Our wages, what we have deferved, is 

death; but having peace with God.thro^ 

our Lord Jefus Qirift, and having accefs 

by faith into this grace wherein we ftand, 

we rejoice in hope of the glory of Gi)d. 

All this hath Chrift procured for us; 
all this is he ready to give us in return for 
a (hort imperfeft obedience^— peace, light, 
ftrength, and eternal blifs. And in order 
to accompliih this wonderful difpenfation 
of Lve, our ever gracious Redeemer, who 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, yet took 
upon him the form of a fervant, and fub- 
mitted to the loweft offices of human 
M J nature ; 
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nature; nay he defcended ftill lower, even 
to die an ignominious and painful death 
upon the crofs, becoming himfelf a curfe 
to redeem us from the curfe of the law, 
the juft for the unjuft. What a condefcen- 
tion is this? and how far beyond the power 
of words to defcribe ? Scarcely for, ^ 
righteous man will one die, yet peradven- 
ture for a good man fome would even dare 
to die; but God commendeth his love to 
us, in that whilft we were yet fmners, 
Chrift died for us. The eternal Son of God 
became man, that he might tafte death for 
all men, and raife them from the depths of 
mifery and defpair, to the heighth of blifs 
and heaven. With what grateful joy then 
ought we to receive thefe gracious proofs 
of God's goodnefs and mercy, and how 
earneft fliould we be to ftiow forth our grati- 
tude by every aft .of praife and thankful 
obedience? 

If 
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If we drew our being, and derive every 
thing around us from his all creating hand : 
if that being be fupported and every com- 
fort and neceffary of life be fupplied by his 
fatherly providence; is it poffible that we 
can live in negleft of him, and what Js 
worfe, that we can live in wilful difobe- 
dience to his commands : but if we can 
forget that power and goodnefs which 
created and preferves us, furely we cannot 
forget that mercy which hath redeemed us j 
miferable finni^rs, confcious of guilt and 
fearing punifliment, cannot forget that 
love which offers them pardon. Ignorant 
^ creatures, confcious of their blindnefs, and 
walking in darknefs, cannot forget that 
light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world : frail creatures, confcious 
of weaknefs, and fearing the dangers which, 
furround them, cannot forget that inter- 
ceffion which procures them ftrength : un- 
profitable and perifhing creatures, confcious 
M4 of 
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of their detefls, and fearing death, cannot 
iorget thofe merits which have gained them 
eternal Jife. Thus might we fairiy reafon^ 
did not fad experience prove the contrary: 
did we not fee men who cannot only forget 
God, but ufe that Being which he hath 
given them to counteraft his- gracious de- 
figns ; who can abufe every bleffing his 
providence affords, and who can even tread 
under foot the Son of God; count the 
blooki of that covenant, wherewith he was 
fan£tified, an unholy thing; and do def-. 
pite unto the fpirit of grace: but God 
forbid that this ihould be true of any of us! 
May God give us fuch a fenfe of all his 
merries, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
timnkful, and that we may fhew forth his 
praife, not only with our lips, but ia our 
lives^ by giving up ourfelves to his ferrice, 
and by waking before him in hoIiM4b and 
righteoiUtiefs all the dap of our fife, Ant 
Jtfm Chrift oinr Lord. 

SERMON 



( 169 ) 



SERMON VIIL 



Heb. CL xlii. y. 7. 

** WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW.*' 

A HE faith which the Hebrews were re- 
quired to follow was the faith of the firft 
J>Teachers and profeffors of chriftianity. 
And if it was incutnbent upon them to 
follow this faith, it rs incumbent alfo upon 
us ; for t3ie fatne reafons neceflarily apply 
to both. But neither did the Apoftle re- 
quire from his converts a blind acquief- 
cence in tht religiofi he taught, nor do the 
ptefeiit poachers of chriftianity feek to be 
*^ Lords over your faith .'* It is (mt pra6lice, 

as 



( I70 ) 

tts it was his, fairly to propofe to our hearers 
the grounds of our religion, addreffing our- 
felves to their underftandings, and requi- 
ring them to judge for themfelves of the 
reafonablenefs and obligation of what we 
advance. 

I WILL endeavor therefore at prefent to 
ftate to you, as briefly and plainly as I can, 
the obligation and the reafonablenefs of 
our believing and pra£tifing the chriftian 
religion^ 

On furveying ourfelves and the world in 
which we are placed, we difcover every 
where evident marks of the higheft wifdom, 
power,, and goodnefs. If we inquire how 
and whence we and the things about us 
came to be, and trace back to^ its fource 
this wonderful order and regularity, we are 
led by the moft eafy and obvious fteps to 
the acknowledgemeat of a fupreme Being, 

the 
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the firft great caufe of all things, who gave 
exiftence to us and the whole creation. 
And as this Being muft neceffarily be en* 
dued with all perfection, he cannot be re* 
gardlefs of his own produftions, fince this 
would argue variablenefs of will, or want 
of power, both which are inconfiftent with 
the very notion of perfeftion. From the 
relation which we bear to him as his crea* 
tures, as obje£ts of his conftant care and 
infpeftion, and experiencing continual io- 
ftances of his favour and goodnefs, we 
furely feel ourfelves obliged to aft con- 
formably to his will, in what way foever it 
may have been declared to us. What his 
will is, our reafon in fome refpefts informs 
us, by clear dedu£lions from his nature and 
attributes. As he is our Creator and Lord, 
it plainly becomes us to reverence and adore 
him : as he has been and is kind and good 
to us, and has given us alFeftions towards 
our fellow creatures, the inference is ob* 

vious. 
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vioas, that we fliould exercife thofe affec- 
tions and be kind and good to others. And 
fincG he h a Being of purity and holinefs, 
and hath endued us with powers capable 
of refembling him, and formed us for higher 
enjoyments than any which this world af- 
fords, it muft furely be our duty as well as 
happlnefs to. keep the inferior part of our 
nature iti due fubordination to the fuperior, 
and to ftrive to imitate him as much as 
poffible in all fpiritual improvements. 

If moreover tfaefe things are thus rea- 
fonable and proper, we cannot but infer 
that the obfervance of them is required of 
us ; and if we do not obferve them, that 
fome time or other, an infinitely holy and 
juft Being will punifli us for our negleft^ 
as indeed our cohfciences, which confirm 
thefe dcdu6tions of our reafon, will, if con- 
fulted, and frequently, whether confulted 
©r not, abundantly teftify; oa the other 

hand. 



( ns ) 

hand, if there be a God who thus delights 
in piety and goodnefs, we' muft conclude 
that there will be foine future ftate in which 
they will receive more evident nrarks of his 
approbation and favor, than thofe which 
attend them in this life. So far our reafon 
might go on clear and obvious grounds^ 
and fuch are the difcoveries which it might 
fatisfaftiorily make, in addition to the con- 
clufions, deducible from the more abftrufe 
and refined fpeculations on the nature and 
Ipirituality of God and of the human foul^ 
cm the abftraft difference of good and evil, 
and the natural fitnefs and beauty of the 
one, an4 unfitnefs and deformity of the 
other. But ftill we (hould be left in the 
4ark urith refpeft to many particulars, and 
in doubt, at the beft, about many more, 
which renders us fenfible of our (landing in 
peed of fome fuperk)r information. Ac^ 
^rdingly we are taught to believe that 
there bath been an expreis revelation of the 

will 
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will of our Creator; *b>r/ which all the be- 
fore mentioned truths are fully confirmed, 
and in many refpeas enlarged; many diffi: 
culties attending them are accounted for 
and removed; we are made acquainted with 
various important articles in which our 
happinefs is deeply concerned, which we 
could- not know before ; and we find the 
belief of what it teaches and the praftice of 
what it commands enforced, amidft other 
inferior motives, by no lefs than the promife 
of eternal happinefs and the threatenino' of 
eternal mifery. What pretends to fo hifrh 
a charafter as^the revealed will of the A1-- 
mighty, and claims' attention upon fuch in- 
terefting motives, cannot be left unnoticed, 
without wilful difprefpeft to him and dif- 
regard of our real good ; for this would 
be prefuming either that he is not able to 
give us any inftrufitions, tho' we are able to 
in^ru£t one another, or that we have no 
need of any : the latter favours of arrogance 
' '' and 
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and felf-fufficiency, inconfiftent with our 
condition; and the former is denying to 
God all intercourfe with his creatures, and 
rmpioufly prefcribing bounds to his infinite 
wifdom and power. And not to examine 
that upon which our happinefs both here 
and hereafter is affirmed to be, and at leaft 
it is poffible that it may be, dependent, is 
furely the greateft infatuation. 

As this revelation profefles to addrefs it- 
felf to the underftandings as well as the 
hearts of men, accordingly the proofs on 
which its claims are founded are adapteij 
toreafonable creatures, capable of thinking 
and* afting for themfelves. They are not 
abfolute demonftrations, for this would 
have left no power of diffent; and confe- 
quently an affent could not be, what from 
the nature of man it was neceflary that it 
fliould be, an aft of virtue : neither do they 
when humbly and fairly confidered fall fair 

fliort 
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fliort of demonftration: indeed when collec* 
ted and confidered together, they afford fuch 
evidence as no unprejudiced mind can with- 
ftand, and fully as much as the nature of 
the thing can admit. 

The moft particular and feemingly con-* 
tradiftory prophecies, literally fulfilled in 
one perfon feveral hundred years after they 
were written, and many of them conftantly 
interpreted of the Meffiah, by that very 
people who rejefted his authority an4 their 
own interpretations, when he c^me and 
fulfilled them: the moll aftonifhing miraele.% 
confeffed by his very enemies to exceed all 
human power: the fpotlefs life aiid pecuUar 
charafter of their authors a charafter ahoy^ 
all former comprehenfion of men, and cqu^- 
fequently incapable of being feigned, ap4 
direftly contrary to what the kiv)Wi> preju- 
dices either of Jews or Gentiles would hay^ 
]e4 them to fe^gn^ had they %tt«mpte;4 U; 

tke 
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the barbarous treatment, and the painful 
and ignominious death which he voluntarily 
underwent to bear witnefs to the truth and 
fincerity of his pretenfions: his refurreftion 
from the grave, evidenced by an intercourfe 
of forty days with his difciples, and his ap- 
pearance to no lefs than five hundred per- 
fons at one time, and his vifible and glorious 
afcenfion into heaven: his apoftles* integrity 
and extraordinary firmnefs: the power con- 
fered upon them by him of knowing the 
thoughts of mens' hearts, of foretelling fu- 
ture events, of fpeaking languages which 
they had never learnt, and of working the 
greateft miracles: the teftimony given by 
their deaths, and by thofe of an amazing 
number of converts of both fexes and every 
condition, to the truth of their own and of 
their matter's do£lrine : the purity, holinefs, 
and excellence of that doftrine, above the 
moft applauded fyftems of the mod learned 
philofophers, fo well adapted to the con» 
N dition 
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dition and circumftances of man, exalting 
his nature, and conducing him to happinefs 
both in this world and the next: and laiflJy, 
befides the extraordinary fate of its chief op- 
pofers the Jews, and their uncommon dif- 
perfion and fingular diicrimination among 
all the nations of the earth for more than one 
thoufand feven hundred years; the propaga- 
tion of this religion in almoft every country, 
tho' in direft contradi£lion to the moft favo- 
rite opinions and pra6tices of mankind; and 
tho' preached at firft by a few perfons poor 
and illiterate, and chofen from the loweft 
occupations, and ftrenuoufly oppofed by all 
the power, wealth and learning of the world. 

All thefe things feirly confidered, and 
they are within the compreheniion of the 
moft uncultivated minds, cannot fail of 
producing the fuUeft conviftion: for thei 
objefltions which from time to time have 
been made, to the nature or circumftances 

of 
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of the evidence are fuch, as, if admitted, 
would involve all our knowledge in doubt, 
and render the world one continued fcene 
ofconfufion: thofe which have been made 
either to the whole difpenfation or to fome 
of its parts, are fuch as were to be expefled, 
from the nature of man and the fubjeft of 
the difpenfation; man being a free agent 
and capable of error, and the gofpel trea- 
ting of the nature of God and of his univer- 
fal fcheme of providence. Befides this, 
the pride and vanity of mens' minds, and 
the corruption of their hearts continually 
prompt them to tranfgrefs fuch pure and 
holy laws, and render them unwilling to 
confefs their ignorance and guilt. 

That fuch things would happen, the all 
wife author of the chriftian religion forefaw^ 
and very precifely foretold in feveral. parts 
of the new teftament : their happening 
therefore in conformity with his prediftions, 
N a muft 
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muft be confidered as a confirmation of his 
authority: but admitting the force of all 
this, and fuppofing thefe things to be true, 
how and on what evidence, it may be alked> 
fliall we be convinced that they are fo? 
Some of them are eftabliflied fafts open and 
apparent to every eye : and our belief of 
the others we may fairly reft on the au- 
thority of the holy fcriptures, which th« 
following, amidft other arguments, fix on 
the moft folid grounds of credibility. . 

If the holy fcriptures were written at the 
time and by the perfons they are afferted to 
have been, as the writers had the fulleft 
opportunity of knowing the reality of the 
fafts which they record, and thofe of the 
new teftament efpecially were under no 
imaginable temptation to publifh them, 
nay had every inducement to conceal them, 
if they had not thought them true; we 
cannot confiftently with our manner of ac- 
ting 
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ting in all other ferious concerns avoid ac- 
quiefcing in their teftimony. And that they 
were fo written, is evinced by our enemies 
the Jews, who maintain the authority of 
one part of them, which is alfo confirmed 
by, and ftrengthens the credibility of the 
other. They are indeed fupported by all 
the evidence that can eftablifh the credit of 
any writings, ,and abundantly more than 
any other, which are univerfally received, 
and whofe authenticity has never been 
queftioned. They were no fooner written, 
than copies of them were taken an4 dif* 
perfed throughout the feveral churches, 
and they were .quoted and appealed to in 
the various controverfies which arofe in the 
early times of chriftianity both with friends 
and fpes« It may /be obferved alfo> that not 
a few of the fa£ts which they contain are 
fupported by the concurrent teftimony of 
heathen authors. And if any of them had 
:been falfe, there were not wanting enemies, 
N 3 who 
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who eafily could, and with tranfport would 
have detefted and expofed their falfehood, 
and at once have precluded the facred re- 
cords from that glorious triumph, which 
they afterwards obtained, from the num- 
berlefs perfons of all ages and countries, 
who, with an unexampled conftancy, bore 
atteftation to the truth and value of them 
with their lives. In fliort, fo ftrong and 
fecure is the evidence, on which the au- 
thority of the holy fcriptures i^ founded^ 
that amidft the daring attacks with which 
the chriftian religion hath been aflaulted 
in every form which malice and ingenuity 
could fuggeft, few have been the attempts 
made to overthrow that evidence, though 
the fuccefs of fuch an effort muft have en- 
fured the fall of the whole fyftem, and 
without which all other attacks could make 
but little impreffion. 

Thb 
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The bible being thus firmly eftablifiied 
as the revelation of God, it follows that it 
is incumbent upon all, without exception, 
to whom it is made known, firft, to examine 
with care, and then to believe with reve- 
rence, and to praftife with fincerity what- 
ever it requires. Limited as our fatuities 
are, we cannot wonder that in a revelation 
given by infinite wifdom there fliould be 
fome things which exceed our reafon, which, 
however, fince they do not, when rightly 
confidered, contradi£l it, we are bound 
upon fuch a teftimony to receive as impli- 
citly, and believe as firmly, as we do thofe 
truths which our reafon h competent to 
underftand. 

Akb fince the Almighty created us at 
firft, and fupports us continually, and thus 
has an abfolute right to our obedience, he 
might with perfeft juftice have prefcribed 
to us any commands within our power to 
N 4 perform 



( "84 ) 

perform. And we could not have reafon 
to complain of any want of goodnefs, what- 
ever had been the conditions of obtaining 
his favor, fince he has propofed to us no 
lefs a recompence than eternal happinefs, 
and promifed us fuch afCfiance as will en- 
able us to attain it. Infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs certainly would not have eftab- 
lilhed the chriftian difpenfation, if it had 
not been proper and neceffaiy for mankind. 
But fince God has thought fit to eftablifh 
it, he imdoubtedly requires our compliance 
with it; and according to his cdnftant dc^ 
nunciations, will refent and punifh, as a 
moft affronting indignity, our negleO: of it. 

Absolute univerfal obedience to God 
in all refpe6te, /. t. a total furrender to our 
Creator of our underftandings, our hearts, 
and our lives, is what both fcripture and 
reafon diftate — doftrines the moft uncon- 
nefted with the prefent ftate of things, and 

apparently 
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apparently of little importance, if delivered 
on his authority, ought ever to command 
our refpeft, and may have confequences at' 
tending them, of which we are not aware. 
And we know not what we do, when wc 
prefume to rejeft any thing which he hath 
taught, or difregard any thing which he 
iiath commanded: only this we know, that 
^n both inftances, he that wilfully infringes 
a part of the law, is coniidered as a 
tranfgreffor of the whole; and forfeits his 
title to all the benefits of the chriftian dif- 
penfation. But are no allowances to be 
made for human frailty and the pradlice of 
the world : and muft we entirely refign all 
power of j udging for ourfel ves ? 

For fiailty, moft undoubtedly, mucli 
allowance will be made, otherwife what 
will become of the beft of men? But not 
for wilful tranfgreffion perfifted in without 
penitence and amendment: nor indeed have 

we 
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we any reafon to expeft allowance for fuch 
frailties as we do not fincerely endeavor to 
overcome whenever we are fenfible of them. 
For it is our duty and our happinefs, to 
make the improvement of our nature in all 
its parts, the leading objefl: of our live^, 
All fins which we repent of and forfake, 
and all failings, which as far as we know 
them, we pray againft and faithfully ftrive 
to fubdue, the gofpel affures us, that for 
the merits of Chrifts death, God will not 
remember to our condemnation: but if the 
wilful obftinate perfevering offender, /. e. 
the rejefter of his Maker's defign to render 
him happy, could finally efcape ; what dif- 
honour would this refleS on the juftice and 
fovereignty of God. Happy would it be 
for thofe perfons, who feek to obtain the 
rewards of duty, in other ways than thofe 
which he has pointed out; if they would 
confider this, and conform with reverence 
to tlie declarations of him, who is truth 

itfelf. 
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itfelf, and in whofe purpofes there is no 
variablenefs, nor (hadow of turning ! 

Where the pra^ice of the world does 
not interfere with God's commands, it is 
the part of a truly wife and good man to 
pay it due attention; but where it does, 
there can be no doubt whether we ought 
to obey God or man: and holy fcripture 
ftrongly cautions us againft following' a 
multitude to do evil. Unneceflary fingu- 
larity is no part of a chriftian's charafter; 
nay, he makes it a point of duty, to con- 
form to other men as far as he innocently 
and fafely can, that he may, with a better 
grace, and confequently with greater in- 
fluence of example, differ where he finds 
it neceffary. 

As to the liberty of judging for ourfelves, 
that is by no means defigned to be taken 
away or even reftrained by the gofpel, ex- 
cept 
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ccpt In cafes of which we are not compe- 
tent to judge ; nay, we are required to ex- 
ercife our judgements and to prove all 
things; only we are to lake all circum- 
fiances into coniideration, with a fair in- 
tention of holding faft that which (hall ap- 
pear to he good. But further it will be 
urged by fome, and it will be thought by 
many, that fuch circumfpeQion and care 
as all this requires, would take up a large 
^ihare of their time, would lay them under 
confiderable reftraints, and interfere with 
the eftablifhed courie of the buiinefs and 
amnfements of life. The proper anfwer 
for a minifter of Chrift to make to thefe 
objeftions is, to aik — are thefe things re- 
quired by God or not? — Search the fcrip- 
tures and fee : if they be, are you willing 
to efcape eternal mifery and obtain eternal 
happinefs upon the terms which infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs hath thought fit to 
propofe? What can be more unreafonable 

or 
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or inconfiftent, than for men to take fo 
much thought and pains, to encounter fo 
many and grievous. difcomforts, to fubjeft 
their darling inclinations to the fevered re- 
ftraints, forego all amufement, and negle6l 
their moft preffing concerns, as we fre- 
quently fee they do, in order to obtain 
fome favorite objeft, which (rate the things 
of this world at the higheft,) muft necef- 
farily be given up in a few years, perhaps 
to-morrow, or in guarding againft the tran- 
fitory evils of this life; and yet to grudge 
the fmall portion of time and pains which 
is neceffary to deliver us from eternal fuffer- 
ing, and fecure to us that perfeft happineft 
which is to laft for ever? 

Not that in reality we take from our en- 
gagements here, what we lay out in the 
purchafe of eternal happinefs hereafter. 
This world and the next are parts of the 
fame conftitution of things, and that temper 

and 
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ind condufl: which qualify us for heaven, 
beft promote our true interefts on earth; 
that reverential, yet chearful reliance upon 
the wifdom, goodnefs, and power of the 
Father of the univerfe, that unbounded be- 
nevolence and unwearied beneficence, that 
purity of foul, and that enjoyment of in- 
telleftual pleafure, which fprings from ex- 
alted affeftions and an enlarged view of 
things; as they prevent a thoufand fources 
of mifery, fo do they alfo conftitute in them- 
felves the mod delightful of human fatis- 
faftions, they expand the heart and give an 
inexpreffible relilh to every inferior grati- 
fication. 

But it was never intended that men 
ihould retain their corrupt inclinations, and 
encourage thofe views of happinefs, whe- 
ther founded in pleafure or advancement, 
on which worldly men a£l, whiW they en- 
deavor to conform outwardly to the com- 
mands 
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mandsof the gdfpel, afting under continual 
reftraint, and fufFering perpetual difappoint- 
ment: but that they fhould corre^ their 
evil propenfities by judicious felf-govern- 
ment, and embrace thofe views of happi- 
nefs, which the word of God propofes, in 
conformity with the real condition of things, 
and the whole conftitution of human na- 
ture; thus aftually believing and even feel- 
ing that their intereft and their happinefs 
are to be found in thofe paths alone to 
which their duty leads ^ and that the Creator 
knows, and has ordered what is mojlfor the good 
of his creatures. 

Truth has nothing to fear from the fe- 
vereft inveftigation; and therefore the ad- 
vocates for the gofpel do not even wifh to 
conceal that there may be fome feeming 
exceptions to this comfortable reprefen- 
tation of the efFefts of chriftianity: not to 
dwell on the cafe of the firft profeffors of it, 

who 
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who were called to extraordinary trials, but 
who had a!fo, let it be remembered, ex- 
traordinary comforts and fupport: in the 
prefent times men may fuiFer fome incon- 
t^eniencies of different forts from their ftrift 
adherence to the ftraig^ht path of duty and 
uniform profeflion of chriftian principles; 
for inftance, the lofs of fome methods of 
advancing themfelves in the world, which 
perfons lefs confciehtious embrace, and 
alfo in an irreligious age they may bear the 
fcorn and perhaps the ridicule of thofe who 
fee not, or will not profefs that they fee, 
the grounds upon which they have formed 
their fcheme of conduft: as to the former 
of thefe inftances, let men only wait and 
cbferve the ufual refult of fuch praSices, 
(I mean) with refpe£l to real enjoyment ^ which, 
and not merely what may be accounted the 
means of it, a wife man makes his objeft of 
purfuit : and as to the latter inftance, time 
will foon do juftice to the charafter of an 

uniform 
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uniform chriftian, provided it be not dif- 
torted or rendered abfurd by enthufiafn^ or 
fuperftition, and thofe very perfons, whofe 
depraved habits will not permit them to 
imitate, him, will at leaft efteem and rever- 
ence, and fometimes even applaud him; 
and the regard of good men, and the un- 
alloyed approbation of his own confcience, 
and the confidence of his matter's favor, 
will more than make him amends for en- 
during, if that fhould be his lot, the fcorn 
of the foolifli and the profligate : but fur- 
ther exceptions to the eafe, th'e comforts, 
and the happinefs, which are alledged to 
flow from chriftian principles, and thofe of 
greater weight, may be thought to arife 
from the difiiculties which many perfons 
have to ftruggle with in bringing their 
temper and difpofition to evangelical habits 
of duty ; and from the great depreflions of 
fpirits, which fome, even good men, fre- 
quently experience, from a fenfe of their 
O failings 
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failihgs arid infirmities, with the difficillties 
of obedience^ contraft the feelings and cir- 
cumftlnces which attend difobedknce. 

And ar6 there no difficulties which 
fpring from vicious indulgencies. Can 
we conceive any thing more grievous and 
afflifting ^an the torment ot inordinate 
paflions, the ftrerigth and violence of which 
is c'oritinually irtcl-eafing, whilft the powers 
of gratification are continually leffening^ 
The unpl^afantnefs of reftraint, decreafes 
with every a£l df felf-denial; the defire of 
forbidden gratifi'cation, inftreafes with every 
aA of indulgence. If vicious and wdrMly 
itten have not the labor of r^ftraiulng; their 
appetites and Incliuations, they muft be 
fubjea t6 th6 rtioA wretched o( All tyi-anriy, 
that which fprings from indulging; tbern. 
As to perfons of the other defcription^ they 
have abundant re^fon for f^lf-fatisftiStrbtt 
and comfort 5 but fome of thofe infirtoitie^ 

to 
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to which htiman nature is ever liable^ in 
this ftate of impferfeftion, prevent their en- 
joyment of them. TThe dejection and me- 
lancholy, which we fometimes m^t with 
in gtood perfontj, arife in a great meafure 
from fonie bodily diforder, which is to be 
removed only by proper medical applica*- 
tioos ; and it would difcover itfelf in fome 
odier way, if religion, ^ith which it hath 
no real connexion, did not exift in the 
world. They may aUb in fome meajTiire be 
occafioned by miilaken and contraded no? 
tions of the nature of religion, by viewing 
her under the gloomy and diflorted afpefl 
of terror and vengeance, inAeaxl of couf 
templating her in her bright and genuine 
features of mercy and kindnefs. But this 
forms no jnft exception againft the benign 
and animating fpirit of true religion: it 
only proves, that the greateft of all blef* 
fingB, that heaven ever faeftowed on noian 
as well as tbofe which are inferior^ is liable 
O2 to 
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to miftake an4 abufe in the hands ot fueh 
imperfeft creatures. A^^d this alfo is an 
infirmity like the others that have been 
mentioned, capable of being cotrefted, or 
at, leaft capable of being prevented by 
proper difcipline and more enlarged in- 
formation. But let the fenfualift and the 
worldling recoUeO:, that if the gloom which 
is fometimes fpread over the minds of the 
beft of men, fliould continue unbroken by 
any gleam of comfort to the lateft evening 
of their lives, and their fun fliould even fet 
in clouds, quickly fliall they behold it ri- 
fing again in the morn of eternal life, to 
fliine with unfpotted and undiminifliing 
fplendour. 

Such then are the foundations of that 
faith which we are required to follow: fuch 
the obligation and inducements to follow it* 
It is not a cunningly devifed fable which. 
we are required to follow, but a religion 

fupported 
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fuppcrted by fafls, teftified unto us by thofe' 
who were eye witneffes of the majefty of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. It is not a religion 
full of melancholy and unneceflary felf- 
denial and abftraftiorl from the world; but 
it Is the fource of comfort and delight, fe- 
curing to us the beft enjoyment of the na- 
ture which Cod has giveti us, arid conduc- 
ting us with fafety through the dangers of 
life. It is only offered to our choice, not 
forced upon us, becaufe wie are tree agents 
and muft be in fome meafure the framers 
of our own happinefs : but we muft re- 
member, thatj if it be true, to rejeft or 
difregard it, throligli pride, through in- 
dolence, through obftinacy, through falfe 
fhame, through a love of finful iridulgenoe 
and attachment to the world, is, death \ to 
embraee and hold it faft, /j^ eternal. 

O3 SERMON 
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SERMON IX. 



A£ls, Ck. i. F. 21, 24. 

^* WHEREFORE, OF THESE MEN, WHICH 
HAVE ACCOMPANIED WITH US ALL 
THE TIME THAT THE LORD JESUS 
WENT IN AND OUT AMONGST US, 
BEGINNING FROM THE BAPTISM OP 
JOHN, UNTO THAT SAME DAY WHEN 
HE WAS TAKEN UP FROM V%y MU$T 
ONE BE ORDAINED TO BE A WITNESS, 

. WITH US, OF HIS RESURRECTION." 

XF Chrift be not rifen, (fays St. Paul in 
that beautiful suid pathetic exhortatioay 
towards the clofe of his firft epi^e to the 
Corinthians,) then is our preaching vain> 
and your faith is alfo vain. On the truth 
of this feft the importance of every other 

recorded 
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recorded in the gofpels, and even the ex- 
iftence of the chriftian religion muft de- 
pend. It will therefore be no unfuitable 
employment of our thoughts, pn a day fct 
apart by the church to cpmmefmorate a 
perfon, who was eleSed into the number 
q( the Apoftks, expreflly becaufe h^ was 
an unimpeachable • witnefs of tlvis g^'eat 
event, to confider thpfe evidences which 
render it, at this remote period, to the 
njoft fcrupulous inquir^r^, aqi oi>jeft of 
ratiopaji belief. 

That the fcripiturcs of the new tefta- 

njent were writteft by tjlje perfons whofc 

names l^ey bear; that thefe perfons lived 

in Judea, aod *t the time when the events 

which make the fubjeft of their feveral hif- 

tories took place, that they all of them were 

tibe Difciples and cofiftant compaiuons of 

.(^ift dnriag his mm&ry upoa earth, pr 

iastiveA thek 'm&>Tm9iion junmediately from 

O4 thofe 
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thofe who were fo; that their accounts 
were publifhed on the fpdt, in the midft of 
adverfaries, who had all the authority of 
the (late on their fide, who were inftigated 
by political jealoufies and by religious zeal, 
and even ,pledged by the atrocioufnefs of 
the crime they had committed to difprove 
them, if it were poflible: thefe are fafts, 
concerning which it will be fufficient to 
obferve, that the external evidence in fup- 
port of them is fuch, that, if it can be 
overthrown, the foundation upon which 
the belief of every diftant tranfa£lion refts 
will be overthrown at the fame time, be- 
fides that the fcriptures afford a much 
ftronger internal proof of their own au- 
thenticity than any other antient writings 
can boaft. 

That Chrift really died upon the crofs 
is a faft which has never been difputed, 
and which indeed could never have been 

afferted. 
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jifferted, if it had not been true. The 
Evangelifts affirm that many perfons faw 
him^ converfed with him, and felt him 
after he was rifen from the dead. In 
this, as in other inftances, that which the 
Apoftles had. heard, that which they had 
feen with their eyes, which they had 
looked on, and which their hands had 
handled of the word of life, they declared 
unto the world in their writings and dif- 
courfes. It has been remarked, that in the 
different gofpels there is fome diverfity in 
the circumftances with which the refur- 
reftion of our Lord is faid to have been 
accompanied; but it has alfo been repeat- 
edly and fatisfaclorily fhewn, that in this 
diverfity there is no inconfiftence; and that 
it is no greater than may always be expec- 
ted in relations of the fame event, written, 
without any preconcerted plan, by difFe* 
rent perfons^ at different intervals of tim^. 
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and addreffed to readers of different de* 
fcriptlons. 

To recite the inftances of Chrift's ap- 
pearance after his refurreftion which are 
recorded in fcripture is uaneceflary, be- 
caufe they are fo generally known: to en- 
ter into a detail of the methods by which 
judicious critics have reconciled the feem- 
jng variations in the accounts of it would 
lead us too far from the principal objeiSt of 
our corifideration. Affuming then, on th? 
credit of what has been faid^ that the 
Apoftles and firft Chriftians were tl^e au.- 
thors of the books contained in the new 
teftament, and that there is no inconiiilen' 
cy in them 3 but without infixing on their 
authority as infpired writings s we can have 
]^t two r^QUs ag^ainfi: admittmg th^ t^&^r 
mony they contain: either t^at the Evaxir 
gelifts wer« themfelvps deceived, or |^ 
they intended to deceive others^ that they 

were 
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were not competent, or not faithful wit- 
neffes of the fad. For, as to thofe who 
deny to God the power of raifing a dead 
perfon to life, while yet they allow that he 
created man in the beginning, or who deny 
that he created man at all, they are not 
concerned in this argument ; they have 
much to unlearn before they can be ad- 
mitted to the examination of it. 

FiasT then, it muft be remembered, 
that it is affirmed, not that our Lord ap- 
peared once, or at a particular hour of the 
night, or to any one perfon, or always to 
the fame perfons; but that he appeared 
frequently, during forty days together, at 
different hours, in the day ae well as in 
the night, to feveral perfons, and to differ- 
ent pectbns at different times. However, 
we may imagine, diat one or two of the 
followers of Chrifl, deeply afFefted by the 
circumflances of his death, mufing on the 

probable 
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probable import of fome of his expreffion^ 
and afllfted in their enthufiafm by concomi- 
tant circumftances of folitude, filence, and 
cbfcurity, might, immediately after his cru- 
cifixion, have fuflfered themfelves to be de* 
luded by the vifions of their fancy 5 it can 
never be ferioufly afferted that fo great a. 
number of them as faw him on the third 
day after his death fliould all be impofed 
on; it is abfolutely impoffible that they 
Ihould continue to be fo, with all the means 
of examination which were afforded them 
during fo long a period. It is related that 
they faw him eat, that they touched his 
hands and his feet, that he converfed with 
them on various fubjefts, expounding the 
icriptures to them, and giving them direc- 
tions for their conduft. Could they be 
miftaken in all this? If they could, this 
world affords nothing for belief to reft on. 

Noi. 
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Nor muft it be forgotten, that the minds 
of the difciples were in a ftate by no means 
fit to contribute to fuch an illufion; they 
had always been flow of apprehenfion and 
belief, and had now given up all the hopes 
they had fondly coneeived froni mifinter- 
preted prediftions, and from the fuper- 
natural powers they had feen difplayed by 
their Lord. We thought, faid two of them, 
it had been he who fliould have reftored the 
kingdom to Ifrael. But, with his life ended 
every expeGation of temporal grandeur, the 
only expectation they appear to have for- 
med previous to his refurredion, or perhaps 
to his afcenfion. In this difpofition they 
were more likely to err on the fide of 
caution than of credulity: we find accpr-^ 
dingly, that the two difciples who have 
been mentioned, though they had heard 
the teftimony of the women, who aflSirmed 
that they had feen a vifion of angels, which 
faid that Jefus was alive 3 though feveral of 

their 
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their own company had been eye witnefles 
that the circumftances of the fepulchre cor- 
refponded with this report ; though in con- 
firmation of it, the prophecies relating to 
the Mefliah, from Mofes downwards, had 
been explained to them, in a manner which 
they felt to be fomething extraordinary, 
while their hearts burned within them; yet 
do not appear to have been convinced till 
their eyes were opened, and he became 
known to them in the breaking of bread. 
The minds of the apoftles themfelves were 
in the fame ftate ; the words of the women 
appeared to them as idle tales ; they dortbted 
and wondered, till dietr aflent was extorted 
by the fiilleft and nsioft irrefragable proofs, 
infomuch that Jefus upbraided them with 
their usTbelief, and the hardnefs of their 
hearts. 

As little caa it be ftippbfed that diey 
were miftakea j^efpe£ting the fupenatural 

powers 
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powers with which they affii-nl that thejr 
were invefted ih confequentie of their Lord's 
refurreftioii and afcenfion. A nuifiber of 
meh, who, ort a variety of trying occafions, 
iTiaihtained fo calm and prudent a conduQ: 
;a$ the apoftles did ; who taught a dofilrine 
fo reafonabte, fo free from every tinfture 
of enthufiafm; could never have believed 
that they Wrought miracles of the moft urn 
queftionable kind, and eonvefrfed in Ian-* 
guag^ they h^d i^vef learned, while in 
reality they poffeffed no fuch powers. 
There is therefore no pretence' fof faying 
fhat the writers of the tteW IJeftalnent were 
deceived themfelves ; if their narrations are 
untrue, it Was their intention to deceive 
others. 

Now, in the firft place, fuppofing that 
6ur Saviour was holden under the power 
of death, as other men are, it was very 
unlikely that his followers fliould make 

any 



( ao8 ) 

Utiy attempt towards fupporting his credit. 
Convinced^ as they mult have been, that 
he was an impofior, in his pretences to 
the office of the Meffiah, they were more 
likely to be indignant at the deception he 
had put on them, and at the difappoint- 
ment of their hopes, than to engage in 
any new undertaking to carry on a defign 
which had received fo iignal and difgrace^ 
ful a check:, or if, fuppreffing thefe feel- 
ings, they aded on a mere calculation of 
intereft, what w^s the intereft they piir- 
fued, what their probability of fuccefss 
did they propofe to themfelves honor, or 
power, or wealth? TTiefe, as has been 
obfervcd, were among the inducements 
which attached them to their mailer du- 
ring his life. Then they were elated with 
the expeQiation of fitting on his right hand 
and on his left in the temporal kingdom to 
which their eyes were directed 5 but now 
the cafe was altered. Suppofing Chrift 

dead 
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dead to rife no more, all hope of this kind 
muft die within them; and that all hope 
did die appears plainly from their condu£i. 
Nay, when during our Lord's continuance 
on earth after his refurreflion, it feemed, 
fo deeply rooted was it in their hearts, to 
revive for a time, at his afcenfion it was 
finally annihilated, or rather the nature of 
it was changed from carnal to fpiritual, 
from temporal to eternal; and we hear no 
more of a kingdom of this world to be re- 
ftored to Ifrael. 

Besides, the Apoftles' tempers and no-' 
tions were plainly not of that kind which 
could lead them into a hope of obtaining 
heaven by what, if it was an impofture, 
was an impofture of the moft impious kind. 
But, admitting that their former ambitious 
views had ftill fuch an afcendency in their 
minds as to fuperfede every other confider- 
ation, could they be fo infatuated as to 
P imagine 
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imagine that it was by an adherence to the 
caufe of their crucified mafter that fuch 
views could ever be accompliflied ? Riches, 
reputation, and power, were engaged on 
the oppofite fide, while the only profpeft 
prefented to the followers of Jefus, and 
which was too foon realifed, was poverty, 
affliftion, ftripes, imprifonment, and death. 
If their mafter had fallen a facrifice to the 
envy and malice of his own nation, and 
the fufpicious jealoufy of the Romans, was 
it probable that a perfecution, in which 
bigotry and policy were united, would 
ftop at him ? If fuch things had been done 
in the green tree, what was to be expefted 
in the dry? Or fuppofe that they could, 
at firft, have encouraged fo chimerical a 
•notion, as that, with every circumftance, 
humanly fpeaking, againft them, they might 
ftill be fuccefsful; how could they perfe- 
vere in it after they had begun to expe- 
rience its fallacioufnefs} after fome of them 

had 
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had been imprifoned and beaten, and one 
of their number. Saint Stephen, had been 
put to death before their eyes? Saint Paul, 
at leaft, could not be under the influence 
of any preconceived opinions. 

Long after the difciples had ceafed to 
hope that the rewards to be beftowed on 
them by their matter were of a temporal 
kind, he was ftill immerfed in the ftudy, 
and diftinguiftied among the moft zealous 
adherents, of the ceremonial law: he even 
thought it a crime to continue an ina£live 
fpeftator of the progrefs of do6lrines, which 
tended to fubvert the religion of his country, 
and, in the fpirit of a Pharifee, armed bim- 
felf with the civil power, for the purpofe 
of extirpating them. Yet this man, ardent 
indeed in his temper, but untinftured with 
fanaticifm; and, as both his writings and 
• his conduft teftify, fedate and fober in his 
judgement 3 was induced to feparate him- 
P 2 felf 
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felf from the party to which he had always 
been att^ed by principle, affeSion, and 
intereft, to renounce a religion which he 
knew to have been divinely eftabliflied, 
and had been ufed to confider as of eterr 
nal obligation; to glory in the crofs of 
Chrift, and to count all that he had forfeit- 
ed as drofs, compared with that crown of 
glory to be received by the faithful at th^ 
refurreftion of the dead. No lefs a caufe 
than that afligned in fcripture, can be con» 
ceived to have produced fuch a change i 
but if that caufe be admitted, it is in itfelf 
decifive of the fubjeft we are gonfidering. 

Let it however be fuppofed, (for this is 
a cafe in which the moft extravagant fup- 
pofitions have been made,) that the apoftle$ 
had fome unknown inexplicable motive for 
wifhing to deceive their contemporaries 
and pofterity. Was there the leaft proba^. 
bility of fuccefs to encourage them to make 

tbQ 



tlie attempt? Or if enthufiafm rendered 
them blind to every obftacle, their blind- 
nefs might have proved fatal to themfelves, 
but would It have efFefted their purpofe? 
While the corpfe of their mailer remained 
in the poffeflion of the adverfe party, all 
pretences of a refurreftion might be in- 
ftantly confuted by the mere produftion of 
it. It was abfolutely neceffary that they 
fhouid get it into their hands, and within 
the time which, as was well known to the 
priefts and Pharifees, he had prefixed for 
his rifing again. But the fepulcre was fea- 
led, and watched by a guard whom it was 
not eafy to overpower by force ; befides that 
force, could^it have prevailed, would have 
defeated its own end, and whofe vigilance 
it was impoflible to elude. The idle tale 
of the body having been ftolen, while a! 
number of foldiers, trained in the Roman 
difcipline, were all afleep, was calculated 
only for the vulgar, arid is the ftrongeft 
P 3 confirmation 
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confirmation of the fa£l it was intended to 
difcredit. 

Even if we go one ftep farther, and ad- 
init, not only that fuch an attempt was 
made without any reafonable inducement, 
but that it fucceeded by fome unaccoun- 
table means; ftill a material difficulty re- 
mains. Perfons who invent or abet a falfe- 
hood for fordid ends, recant with as little 
fcruple when called on by intereft to do fo- 
We know with what avidity fuch a re- 
cantation would have been received, how 
liberally it would have been rewarded, how 
induftrioufly it would have been propagated 
by the rulers of the Jewifli nation: yet, 
after twenty years had elapfed, a period 
more than fufficient to extinguiih every 
hope of temporal advantages, though of 
five hundred brethren, who had feen oui? 
Saviour at once after his refurre£tion, the 
greater part W2|s ftill alive; not one, in fa 

great 
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great a number was found to faulter in his 
teftimony, and many of them, after perfe- 
vcring in it calmly through life, amidft 
every difcouragement and affliftion, fealed 
it at laft in their blood. 

Why it pleafed our bleffed Lord to fhew 
himfelf to thefe chofen witneffes, and not 
to all the people, it would be of no confe- 
quence to the validity ot their teftimony 
whether we could difcover or not. Con- 
vincing reafons have, however, been af- 
figned by able and difpaflionate inquirers; 
for, I had almoft faid, the aeceiBty of fuch 
a fele£tion. 

The fafl: of Chrift's refurreftion is fo in- 
timately connefted with every other faft 
and doftrine contained in the new tefta- 
ment, that it's truth, once eftablilhed, im- 
plies the truth of the reft. They are, how- 
ever, capable of an independent proof, and 
P 4 from 
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from arguments exaftly fimilar to thofe 
which haye been adduced. In their re- 
ports of their mailer's miracles and dif- 
courfcs, the apoftles had no inducement to 
deceive others, they could not be deceived 
themfejves. 

It is not poffible to fee, without equal 
furprife and concern, perfons profeffing to 
be employed in the fearch of truth, and 
yet from prejudice, or the affe6tation of 
fingularity, refilling fuch accumulated evi- 
dence, and rejefting a religion which ialone 
affords a foundation of reafonable hope, con- 
silient principles, and uniform condu£l. 
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SERMON X. 



Deuteronomy, Ch. xxix. F. 29. 

** THE SECRET THINGS BELONG UNTO TH]^ 
LORD OUR GODi BUT THOSE THINGS 
WHICH ARE REVEALED BELONG UNTO 
US AND OUR CHILDREN FOR EVER, 
THAT WE MAY DO ALL THE WORDS 
OF THIS LAW." 

HE more attention we pay to the con-r 
du£l of mankind, the more we fhall be 
convinced of the truth of an old obfer- 
vation ; that nothing is a greater proof of 
found judgement than the avoiding all ex- 
tremes; and yet, few are to be found who 
fteadily maintain that middle courfe which 
leads to the attainment of happinefs, and 

to 
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to the degree of perfeftion in virtue, and 
fcience, of which human nature is capable. 
Inftancesare perpetually forcing themfelves 
on our notice in the ordinary tranfa£tions of 
life; and, if we direft our view to (what 
may be confidered as a fuperior depart- 
ment) the conduft of the underftanding, by 
men who profefs to exercife thought and 
refleftion; we (hall fee abilities, that might 
have been fuccefsfuUy employed in the 
fearch of truth, prevented and rendered 
ufelefs by prefumption, fcepticifm, or re- 
finement. 

Many there are fo confident of their 
abilities, as to perfuade themfelves that 
they are capable of penetrating the inmoft 
receffes of nature,, and the moft myfterious 
difpenfations of providence. Accordingly^ 
whatever they cannot comprehend is pro- 
nounced to have no exiftencej whatever 
they fuppofe they have difcovered, how- 
ever 
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ever fubtle and abftrufe, however contra- 
diftory to the general fenfe of mankind, is 
affirmed with the moft dogmatical affu- 
rance. On the other hand, there are per- 
fons, who, becaufe fome things are infcru- 
table, and many things admit only a partial 
inveiligation, confider the purfuit of truth 
as the purfuit of achimaera, and give them- 
felves up to univerfal fcepticifm, or fink 
into int^lle£):ual indolence. Antient phi- 
lofophy furnilhes examples of both thefe 
dangerous extremes ; and would that 
modern phibfophy, would that modern 
theology did not ! The words of the text 
contain a concife direftion by which they 
may both be avoided. They fuggeft that 
there are fome things which concern God 
only, and which man will in vain attempt 
to difcover; but that others, in which alfo 
God is concerned, it is not only allowable, 
but abfolutely incumbent on man to invefti- 
gate, iince the performance of the duty he 

owes 
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owes to his creator will depend, in no fmaH 
degree, on his forming juft conceptions of 
Iheni/ 

A coksiDerAtion of thefe two propo* 
fif ions, will comprehend the cafe of natural, 
ks well as ot revealed religion. Firft, the 
Secret things belong unto the Lord our God, 

When, after having made provifion for 
the abfolute neceffaries of life, the aftive 
tnind of man began to find leifure for re- 
fledlion; no fpeculation would appear fo in- 
terefting and important, as an inquiry into 
his own origin, into the purpofe and ten^ 
-dency of his prefent ftate of exiftence. 
Reafon, in this, as in other fubjefts, pro- 
ceeding from what is obvious and fenfible, 
to what is remote and abftrufe, would 
gradually afcend from the vifible things of 
this world to the invifible things of him who 
lilade them 3 and having collefted, with a 

certain 
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eeftein degree of evidence and precifidn^ 
the being and attributes of God, would in* 
fer from them his moral government, anc} 
the probability of future retribution. 

The wifeft of the antient philofophers, 
without any biafs from prejudice on hi9 
mind; (for he knew not that any authentic 
revelation exiftcd, or had ever been promi* 
fed to mankind) confidered it however as 
po improbable event, that conclufions, fo 
formed, might in due time be confiriTied 
or corrcfted by immediate communications 
from heaven ; that others might be fuggef* 
*ed, which, though - perhaps difcoverable 
by reafon in the procefs of inquiry, had not 
been aftually difcovered ; and farther, that 
certain peculiarities of the divine nature 
inight alfo be imparted, together with du^ 
ties and confequences refulting from them, 
which, not being deducible from any fafts 
l^r principles previoully known, would, reft 

fojelj^ 
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folely on the authority by which they were 
revealed. 

Those who rejefl: revelation on the 
ground of its being fuperfluous, do not, it 
is prefiimed, rate the powers of the human 
underftanding fo highly, as to imagine that 
no limits arc affigned to its progrefs: every' 
hour's experience too fenfibly confutes any 
fuch pretenfion. The fubje£l:s with which 
men are continually converfant, and which 
they have means of fubmitting to the moft 
rigorous examination, are yet but fuper- 
ficially known. There is fomething that fo 
completely baffles all refearches, purfued 
beyond a certain point, as even to preclude 
conjefture. And fhall that intelleft, which 
forms only confufed ideas of its own func- 
tions, and of the material frame to which 
it is united, be thought capable of compre*. 
bending the univerfal fyftem, and of fathom- 
ing the purpofes of omnipotence? But, if 

the 
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the affertion means only that whatever is 
neceffary to be known may be difcovered 
without fupernatural afliftance, and that 
confequently no fuch affiftance has been 
given; this implies that there are alfo fe- 
cret things belonging to God, with which 
it \s not neceffary that man, in his prefent 
(late at leaft, fliould be acquainted. 

On the other hand, to admit that a reve- 
lation has been given, is tacitly to acknow- 
ledge the natural infufficiency of the human 
faculties; all unneceffary interpofitions be- 
ing fo contrary to the evident plan of the 
divine adminiftration, that the objeftion of 
thofe who deny the authenticity of fcripture 
on this ground can only be fet afide, by 
fliewing that the affertion on which it is 
founded is untrue. 

But the admonition of the text, it may 
be faid, addreffed to a people who lived 

confeffedly 
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fconfefledly under a law of types and figures, 
and beheld, as through a glafs, darkly; is 
not applicable to chriftians, who fee thofe 
things which many prophets and righteous 
men defired to fee, and faw them not; 
whom the day fpring from on high hath 
vifited, and on whom the fun of righteouf- 
nefs is rifen. The queftion therefore with 
believers is, whether that fuller communi- 
cation of divine truth, which has been 
vouchfafed to mankind in the new tefta- 
ment, enables them to inveftigate it in all 
its circumftances, and to its utmoft extent* 

The analogy difcoverable between the 
fyftem of nature, and that qf revealed re- 
ligion, has been alleged as a ttrong pre- 
fumplion that they are derived from the 
fame author. Of the various inftances into 
which this analogy branches, the cafe under 
confideration is one. That multiplicity of 
ingenious inventions, by which fociety in 

its 
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its prefent improved ftate is filrniflied, not 
only with the neceffarics, but witfi the con- 
veniencies and elegancieaof life, info ample 
a manner, that imagination can fcarce de* 
vife a farther refinement on them, teftifie^ 
how gracioufly man's faculties are adapted 
to explore the properties of matter, fo far a^ 
a knowledge of them can contribute to his 
ufe or enjoyment. The impenetrable ob- 
fcurity, in which others of its qualities are 
isnveloped, fhews that no indulgence was 
intended to what, within his prefent fphere 
of aflion, is probably a vain curiofity. 

A SIMILAR procedure of providence is 
obfervable in our fpiritual concerns. Thi^ 
life is a ftate of moral probation, and the 
proper bufinefs of mankind, during their 
continuance in it, is to acquire fuch ideas 
of their relation to God and to each other, 
and to form fuch habits of aSion, corref^ 
pondent to thefe relations, as may qualify 
Q them 
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them hereafter for employments of a mdre 
exalted kind, and of more extenfive utility. 
In the profecution of thefe fubjefts, they 
have been affifted, from time to time, by 
communications from above, fuited to the 
exigencies of the feveral periods at which 
they took place. (Why thefe communi* 
cations were gradual, why they were not 
more explicit, makes no part of the pfefent 
difcuffion; though, confiftently with that 
caution and refpeft- which Ihould accom- 
pany all attempts to explain the divine 
ceconomy, a rational account of it might be 
given.) Finally, the Meffiah, in whom all 
the counfels of Gad were conipleat, appear- 
ed in the world, and having promulgated 
a religion, which in due time was to over- 
fpread the earth, bequeathed to mankind 
the everlafting Gofpel, the ultimate decla- 
ration of the will and gracious purpofe^ of 
his Father. 

This 
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^His Gofpel Is ftyled, by thofe wild 
tranfmitted it to pofterity, a marvelous 
light, fo radient that thofe who walk in 
it are denominated children of light and 
of the day* And well do thofe writings de- 
ferve the name, which teach authoritatively 
what is that trucj and acceptable, and per- 
fe£l will of God, comprifed in a fyftem of 
morality founded on the pureft principles^ 
and of religious worfliip, fit for fpiritual 
beings to pay, and for Ihe Father of fpirits 
to receive : which afford fuch views of the 
nature and providence of God, as conduce 
eflentially to the promotion of virtue and 
happinefs; the great and infeparable pur- 
pofes of our being : which, while they con- 
firm the deductions of reafon concerning 
the exiflence and attributes of the Deity, 
footh the mind with difplays of his benignity 
and condefcenfion to the infirmities of his 
creatures, beyond what they could have 
prefumed to hope, or were able to conceive. 
Q z WiTHOirx 



Without the aid of revelation it never 
could have been known that the appropriate 
office of a being, partaking of the divine 
nature, is to fanftify the hearts, and con- 
firm the wavering refolutions of thofe whb 
pioully and humblj implore his facred in- 
fluence. iTiat the Son of God, the bright- 
iiefs of his Father's glory, by whom alfo he 
made the world, fhould fo fympathife with 
the fallen ftate of mankind, as to diveft him- 
felf of that glory. To become the voluntary 
inftrument of his Father's mercy, the me- 
diator of a new and better covenant; nay, 
that he (hould account the benefits which 
accrue to man from this unexampled felf 
abafement, a recompcnce for the hardfhips, 
and contumely to which his life was ex- 
pofcd, and for the painful and ignominious 
death by which it was terminated. 

No difpenfatipn could fo ftrikingly have 
exemplified the price of virtue in the fight 

of 
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of God, as his fending his only Son into the 
world to enforce it both by precept and ex- 
ample. Nothing could have afforded fuch 
fupport ^nd encouragement, under every 
difficulty and calamity to which we may be 
expofed by an adherence to it, as this il- 
luftrious inftance, that a (late even of fevere 
and long continued fuffering, is compatible 
with the moft perfeft love and higheft ap- 
probation of our Governor and Judge. 
Nothing could more effeftually vindicate 
the myjQterious fchemes of his providence to 
men and angels, than the ultimate triumph 
of oppreffed virtue over fuccefsful malice; 
the exaltation of Chrift to be a Prince and 
Saviour, while his enemies were humbled 
in the duft. 

Thus, in the fcience of religion, as well 
as in that of nature, all that it imports man 
±o know, has been conveyed to him in the 
way beft adapted to improve his underftan- 

Q 3 ^i"&> 
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ding, and to touch his heart. But, when 

he would purfue this fubjeft through all 

its extent and all its detail, when he en^ 

gages in abftrufe fpeculations, too well 

known from the eager difputes and un-. 

chriftian animofities, they have excited, to 

need being enumerated here, all is obfcurity 

and error. Scripture affords no light, and 

in no inftance has it been treated with more 

irreverance, or received greater injury, than 

in prefumptuous applicafions of it to fuh- 

jefts which it never was intended to explain. 

Senfes and faculties effentially diiferent from 

thofe which divine wifdom has beftowed on 

man, as beft fuited to the place he at pre- 

fent occupies in the fcale of creation, may 

be necefTary to the comprehenflon of thofe 

fubjefts refpefting which he bewilders him- 

felf in vain. A wider field of fpeculation 

might have detached him too mlich from 

thofe practical duties in which fo great a 

part of his trial confifts. It is not improbable 

tha^ 
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that the hiftory of the firft pair was in part 
intended for a warning to their pofterity, to 
(lop with reverence at the bounds which 
are prefcribed to human knowledge. Few 
in ^epth of thought and refearch have ex- 
celled the great epic poet of this nation, 
nor was he unconfcious of the powers he 
poffeffedj yet, as is well known, the pur- 
fuit of what he cbIIs vain wifdom and falfe 
philofophy, is among the inttances he has 
chofen to exemplify the perverfe difpofition^i 
of the fallen angelst 

Men who had fabricated an Impofture 
for interefted purpofes, would have had re- 
courfe to artifices of conciliation, to com- 
penfate the deficiency of truth ; and availed 
themfelves of the curiofity fo prevalent 
among Jews and Heathens, by profefling 
to gratify it with authentic communications 
from heaven. The objeft of Chrift and 
the Apgftles, was not to pleafe the world, 
Q 4 but 
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but to do the will of him who fent them ; 
they preached the doQrines that were to 
make men wife unto falvation, and would 
have held it profane to endeavour to pro-* 
cure them a reception by any other means 
than their proper evidence. 

As the filence of revelation, on points 
refpefting which no information can be de- 
rived from any other fource, is a proof that 
they were not intended to be known by 
man, and ought to reprefs premature cu- 
rioiity: fo, on the other hand, the very ex* 
iftence of a revelation, duly authenticated, 
impofes on thofe to whom it is addreffed^ 
the ftrifteft obligation to acquaint them- 
felves, according to the meafure of their 
talents and opportunities, with whatever 
it contains. 

Authors who profefs to d^velope the fe- 
fcRet fprings of human policy, and to point 

out 
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oqt the originlind tendehcy of tranfaftions, 
which, to an ordinary eye, appear Fot* 
tuitous and unconnefted, are read with 
avidity, and ftudied with the clofeft atten- 
tion. Analogies are carefully drawn be- 
tween the a£tual ftate of things, and that 
which is defcribed, and leflbns of enter- 
prife or caution are derived from them; 
fbmetimes with the more felfifti view of 
perfonal aggrandifement; fometimes with 
the nobler one of converting them to the 
benefit of mankind. But where is the fci- 
ence, where the objeft of purfuit, that gives 
fuch fcope both to the powers of the un- 
derftanding, and the beft emotions of the 
heart, as a minute and unprejudiced in- 
veftigation of the hiftory of God*s dealings 
with man; from tne offence of the firA 
Adam, in whom we all die, to the advent 
and miniftry of the fecond, in wliom we 
all arc made alive. 
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The folemnity and awful circumffancej, 
ly which this difpenfation has been dif- 
tinguiflied through the feveral ilages of its 
progress, are calculated to awaken the mod 
infenfible, and to fix the attention of the 
moft unthinking. Experience has ftiewn,i 
and we have already had occafion to ob- 
ferve, that the human faculties, however 
limited in certain refpefts, are adeqiwte to 
ell the concerns of the prefent life; they 
are in themfelves the fource of intelleftual 
pleafure, an enjoyment of a ftUl higher 
kind; they penetrate the ^byfs of fpacc^ 
and reduce to order and fyftem objefts of 
which the remptenefs f^ems to mock in- 
quiry, and the vaftngfs to furpafs a fnit^ 
comprehenfion^ 

To the direftion of thefe faculties manr 
kind are left in the moft difficult, and in, 
what appear to them, the moft important 
and intercfting conje£tures- Empires rife 

^nd 
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fall, revolutions take place which convulfc 
the world, virtue is oppreffed, and vice 
triumphant: ftill, all appears to proceed 
according to an eftabliflied order of caufes 
and efFefts; no voice is heard from heaven; 
whatever fhare an overruling power may- 
have in producing or controuKng fuch 
events, its influence is fo filent and indirect, 
as (even when they come to be difpallionate- 
iy ftudied in the page of hiftory, and witi 
a more extended view of their connexions 
and confequences,) to afford rather mattar 
of conjefture than of certainty. 

From this plan, fo generally, and, as 
•even our imperfeft apprehenfion can dis- 
cover, fo wifely adhered to, we find but 
one deviation, though the records we pof- 
fefs are almoft coeval with the cxiftence of 
our race. For, the prophecies, the callinj 
of Abraham, the miraculous communica- 
tions and deliverances vouchfafed to the 

Patriarchs 
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patriarchs and their defeendants^ the 6n^ 
gular polity of the Jews, all were prepara- 
tory and fubordinate to that myfteiy into 
which even the angelic hoft were defirous 
to look; that fecond creation, more glorious 
than the firft, when the morning flars fang 
together, and the fons of God fhouted for 
joy. Well indeed did the divine purpofe, 
in fending the Meffiab upon earth, corref- 
pond to thofe awful difplays of fupematural 
power by which it was prefigured and ac- 
companied. It Was not to adjuft the petty 
interefts of individuals or ftates, it com- 
prifed not one fleeting generation of men; 
but, having been decreed in the counfels 
oi God before the fovmdation of the worlds 
it reached from the beginning to the con- 
fClmmation of all things; conferring on 
myriads, to whom it never was promul- 
gated, a ftate of blifs, fuch as eye hath not 
fcen, nor car heard, nor hath it entered in- 
to 
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to the heart of msln to conceive; incorfup* 
tible, eternal in the heavens, 

Brt however benevolent the original 
^urpofe of God in the formation of man, 
however his fpirit has fince continued to 
ftrive with the perverfity of his creatures, it 
appears from the whole tenor of fcripture, 
that a certain degree of co-operation on 
their part is indifpenfible to the attainment 
of the happinefs that awaits them; nay, 
that happinefs in a rational being implies, 
and is infcparable from, the practice and 
confcioufnefs of virtue. The idea of God*s 
benevolence is not more confirmed by the 
ineftimable benefit ot redemption, than the. 
neccffity of doing all the words of his la^r 
Is enforced by the mode in which it was 
Conferred. Inftcad of pronouncing an un- 
conditional pardon, which perhaps would 
have been inconfiftent with his attributes, 
he fent Chrift upon earth to be at once a 

preacKer 
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preacher and example of moral and fe^ 
ligious duties. The condu£l of the Son of 
God was invariably regulated by thofe prin- 
ciples which reafon and cotifcience di£late 
to mankind, and this ftri£l conformity to 
them was fo far from being derrogatory 
from the dignity of his nature, that it is 
afligned as the caufe of his exaltation above 
all principalities and powers, and of his in- 
veftiture with a kingdom which fhall have 
no end, the fceptre of which is emphatically* 
called a fceptre of rightcoufnefs. It is ef- 
fcntial that the charafter of the fubjefils of 
this kingdom fhould refemble that of their 
Sovereign : to form fuch a charafter is a 
work of care and time. Fitnefs for the 
comparatively trifling employments of our 
prefent ftate implies a previous courfe of 
inftru£lion, continual application, and much 
praftice: and as the feafons of childhood 
and youth are feafons of preparation for 
the duties of maturer age, fo the whole of 

this 
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iKis mortallife is a feafon in which princi-* 
pies and habits are to be acquired that 
may qualify us for the life to come. 

Ik the acquifition of the principles there 
is no difficulty, or danger of being mifled- 
They are contained in boolcs written by 
perfons divinely commiffioned to impart 
them, and imparted with fuch plainnefs 
and fimplicity, that the commoneft under- 
ftanding is competent to difcem the great 
truths neceflary to falvation. By frequent 
meditation on thefe facred truths, man be- 
comes impreffed with fentiments of love 
and reverence for the author of all that is 
good; his views are gradually enlarged, 
and he learns, not, as fome vainly affeft, 
to undervalue the employments and blef- 
lings of this tranfitory ftate, but to appre- 
ciate them by the relation they bear to that 
to which be afpires. In proportion as the 
mind is fo conftituted, the creature ap- 

proxiraatesj 



proxunates, vaft as the interval mud always 
be, to a refemblance of him who made him. 
What is finful, by degrees ceafes to be a 
temptation, and becomes an objeft of 
abhorrence: what is juft and holy is no 
longer a ta(k, but the attradling power to 
w^ich his heart feems inftinilively to turn. 
There is no unreaibnablenefs in fuppoiing 
that admiffion to a more intimate acquain* 
tance with the perfe£tions of God, and ap* 
pointments to offices of more important 
truft, may conftitute, to a fpirit fo prepared 
and trained, that ineffable bleffednefs re- 
ferved for thofe who have been faithful in 
the things committed to them here below. 
But what remains for thofe whofe faculties 
have been immerfed in floth, or brutalized 
by fenfual pleafures ? What, at beft, but 
the unfatisficd cravings of degenerate ap» 
petites, fince they have rendered them*' 
felves incapable of tafting any happine& 

that 
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that is. fk for.a pure and kolf being to 
beftow. 

It is not meant to be affirmed that the 
whole of what, is revealed, though it is 
revealed for our edification, and belongs 
to us and to our children, is therefore open 
to the apprehenfion o( every man who may 
fearch the fcriptures with a fesiotfs puiJ- 
pofe, and with his beft attention. Perfons 
whofe underftandings, naturally ftrong, 
have been improved by culture* and who 
have leifure for contemplatioo, will dif- 
cover, both direftly and by inference, what 
efcapes an ordinary reader^ but, if they 
have been aftuated in their refesurchjss by 
a motive worthy of the fubjeft, they will 
coniider the difFufion of thefe difeoveries as 
the beft acknowledgement they can make, 
in their humble fphere, to the Father of 
lights, from whom all knowledge is de- 
rived, and who dilpenfes his gifts unequally^ 
R in 
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in order to give fcope to the exercife of 
benevolence among the members of that 
body, which is fitly joined and compafted 
by that which every joint fupplieth, and of 
which the head is Chrift. An intimate 
knowledge of hiftory, of the language and 
opinions, the cuftoms and manners of an- 
tiquity, efpecially of the countries which 
were the fcenes of the principal events re- 
corded in holy writ, joined to an acquain- 
tance with thofe improvements in fcience 
which God has aflForded to thefe later ages, 
enables men to avail themfelves more and 
more of that light which fhined fo long in 
darknefs, while the darknefs comprehended 
it not; and caufes the fcorn with which 
feeming inconfiftences have been treated 
by a fupcrficial petulant fe£l, in modern 
times mif-named philofophers, to recoil on 
themfelves. 

Thb 
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The rule, laid down in the former part 
of the text, is not infringed by the moft ac- 
curate inveftigation of fcripture, nor by fair 
deduftions from what it really contains, 
but by unauthorifed theories, which minif- 
ter queftions, rather than godly edifying; 
and confident conclufions refpefting the 
ways of providence, the refult of crude 
conceptions, and ihort fighted views. 
Thofe who are defirous to know all the 
words of the law>. . in order to d9 them, 
proceed ftep by ftep, and with reverential 
caution : it cannot indeed be denied, that 
perfons whofe lives and principles, in the 
main, were truly pious, have fometimes over- 
ttepped the boundary prefcribed to them, 
and in this inftance betrayed an over ween- 
ing opinion of themfelves, and a fondnefs 
for admiration; faults far removed from the 
genuine fpirit of chriftianity. Let us not, 
however, be leduced by what is laudable 
in their conduft, into a participation of 
R 2 their 
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their error j b«t ajbave a}I> lest ug beware of 
the e:9(waple Qf tbofe who offend ki both 
points^; who are fo engrofied by unprofitable 
fpeculations as to difregard the fubftance of 
religion* and incur aJ: once the blame of 
prefumption aQd negle^ 




SERMON 



( H5 ) 



SERMON XL* 



HAGGAxi CL i. r. 5. 

**tltt;4 SAlTtt tHE LORD, COSrSIDER VOVK 

Ways/* 



w, 



HEN one perfon detires anoflier olily 
to confider what is moft for his real good, 
and whether he be purfuing it or not, he 
would be fure, we may prfefume, of ob- 
taining his requefl« 

WnfiN the Almighty, the Creator and 

Governor of the Univerfe, who gave man* 

kind their exiftence, and fupports it by his 

continual favour, condefcends to addrefs 

R 3 himfclf 
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himfelf to them in limilar language, it muft 
be the^ height of obftinacy and perverfnefs 
to negleft it;, ancj that it may not be ne- 
glected, the church has t^ken care to have 
it particularly offered to our attention, by 
appointing a feafon for felf-recoUeftion. 

On confidering the nature of man, it is 
apparent, not only that it is compofed pf 
two parts, the one external, which we per? 
ceive with our fenfes, and the other inter- 
nal, which we difcover only by reflexion; 
but that this internal part is likewife made 
up of various particulars, pofTeffing different 
degrees of importance, all of which, are 
united together and form a whole, fome 
being evidently in fubordination to others, 
The real happinefs therefore of fuch a be- 
ing, mull arife from keeping each part ia 
due order, that the general conftitution of 
his inward frame may not be injured: he 
mufl afford to each particular only fuph in- 
dulgence 
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dulgence as its rank demands, and fuch as 
is confiftent with allowing proper regard to 
every other: he muft gratify his appetite 
and his pafHons in filch manner and dq-, 
gree, as net to debafe his affeflions in dif- 
regard of his reafon and bis confcience.. 
But a very little acquaintance with human 
nature, too plainly convinces. us, that this 
harmony which fliould arife from the due 
regulation of the various parts of our inter- 
nal frame, is in all perfons confiderably dif- 
turbed, and in the generality of mankind 
to fuch a degree, that inftead of a£ting with 
an eye to every part of their nature, an4 
principally to the fuperiof part, they fpl- 
low though tleflly the impulfe 'of the loweftj^ 
as circumftances ac?ident|y determine. 

From hence fprings continual difquiet, 

fimilar to that which is experienced in any 

civil government when due order and fyb- 

ojrdination are deftroyed, aud the inferior* 

R 4 members 
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members of focietjr ufurp Ae place of thei 
higheft* And befides this internal difguft 
which fpring>s naturally from the deftni6tion 
of order in our minds, diere is a fource of 
uneafinefs upon the ii^faole ftill more dif* 
treffing which arrives from a fenfe of guilt, 
and which muft by fcmie means or other be 
allayed, or our happinefs is utterly de-» 
ilroyed. Every one that refieds upon his 
nature and his ccmdition, and confiders. 
them (what they really are) as the;appoint* ' 
ments of a itiperior power, muft know that 
he. is refponfibie to that power for not 
having a€led according to that nature, and 
the motives which he may by any means 
have received of his maker's wills nay, 
whether he refle6b or not, of this truth, the 
fuperior part of his frame, his confcience, 
will at times render him fufficiently fenfible. 

When from the nature of man we turn 
to the contemplatbn of his external con-? 

dition 
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ditiott in the prefent world, the iifft thing 
likely to ftrike us, is the mixture of good 
and evil in the various fituations of human 
life: that as there is no ftate of fufFering 
(fuch is the goodnefe of our heavenly Father) 
which excludes every fource of fatisfp-ftion. 
So there is no ftate of enjoyment unattended 
by fome difagreeable circumftances. In the 
early morning of life when all things appear 
gay and captivating to our imaginations, 
dreffed in the charms of novelty, we are 
apt to entertain more flattering notions; 
and if our domeftic fituation be upon the 
whole comfortable, as we feel not, from 
the merciful provifions of providence for the 
tender years of childhood, the inconve-^ 
niences of our fituation, or at leaft thofe 
only which are fhort lived, we are led tp 
think that human life may be rendered one 
continued courfe of enjoyment; but this 
delufion gradually retires as we proceed, 
vanifliing altogether, lon^ before our fun 

hsis 
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bas attained its meridian height: and^ as 
extremes ever beget one another^ this un- 
reafcmable expe^ation of enjoyment too 
crften ends in exceflive fears of the evils of 
hk, and inattention to its real good. 

Another thing, which no great ex- 
perience of human affairs is fufficient to- 
teach a reflefting perfon, is — the naturM ua- 
fatisfa£lorinefs of every earthly enjoyment. 
Things appear to our minds extremely de- 
firable and capable of affording the higheft 
degree of continued happinefs, which are 
found after a while to lofe in pofieflion all 
power of delighting, and to be unable to 
exclude from our lives iniipidity and dif- 
guft. Of this all perfons are fenfibJe as far 
as their experience has hitherto extended;, 
but moft perfons, looking for the caufe of 
it not where it really exifts, in the general, 
nature of fublunary objefts, but fuppofmg 
it to be in the particular nature of the ob- 

jeas 
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jefts which have engaged their attentkm 
with fr^fli hopes, divert their purfuit to 
other objects, which are fure.to produce, 
frefh difappointment, till at length th^y'too 
often grow difcontented with the vy^orld, 
and repine at the wife and gracious difpen- 
fations of providence, and drag out the re- 
mainder of their days in peevifh diflatis-» 
faftion with themfelves, ai?jd ev^ry thitig 
aroynd them. 

A THIRD circumftance in pur prefent 
condition, will unavoidably ftrike us whe-? 
ther we confider it or not. The n\oft eac-r 
tended age of man, taken in- one point of 
yiewr is but a leiFon of the flxortnefs of bu-»" 
pian^ life, and almoft every day affords fome 
inftance of its uncprtainty. This point re- 
quires no enlargement; the bare mention 
of it brings a cloud over the brighteft face, 
and the thoughts of it, which will fometimes 
occur, can arreft for a time the jnoft eager 

purfuit 
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l^i&foit of bufibefs^ of ambitiol!. Or of pkd^ 
lure^ All fiefli is as grafs^ and all the glory 
^ mun a^ the flower of grafsj the graft 
Withereth, and the fiow«r thereof falletb 
•way* 

Now, for a Seittg poffeifed of fuch a flft- 
im^f lind placed in fiich circumilftnces^ 
what is. the ptoper fcheme of life, in ordei* 
to (ecut'e his greateft good ? Certainly one, 
(if it can be found) which Will teftore to 
tb^ir pf oper order all the parts at bis inward 
fhuhe, and quiet the fears and apprehen- 
Hohs of guilt i thus procuring peace and 
fietenity of mind : one which will eiiabki 
bim to take as much of the good things o/ 
btiman life, with as little of the evil as is 
po^bie: one which will teach him how to 
prolong the power of receiving fatisfaftion 
hotti the pleafures of it: and laftly, one 
which will enable him to look with Head-' 
ia& hope beyond the boundaries of the pre- 

fent 



fent contracted ftate of exiftenee, and to fao 
eafy in his mind notvritbftgaafe n ig t}|c vn>» 
certjMnty of it. 

A)jrp is there not fuch a fcheme of life tq 
be found? Do we not indeed already poC* 
feds it in that which is pointed out to U9 
by th^ chrifiian religion? Is it not the pro* 
feffed aim of the ^hriftian religion to remedy 
the evils which fpring froui the diforder of 
Aur intern^ frame^ and by reduei^g each 
paift to its due ftate, to reftore the original 
barmony of our minds? Does it i^t en^ 
deavour to reftrain our appetites within t1|a 
bounds proper to the inferior part of ouf 
joature, to moderate our paffions, to refine 
and exalt our aiiedions, to enlarge out 
.conceptions, andxorre^ our judgment, to 
quicken our fenfe pf right and wrong; — by 
{Mrecept, by example, by difcoveries, by 
^extraordinary affiftance? The fears and ap» 
prehenfious of guilt ought to vanilh at once 

froifli 
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horn every afflifted breaft on hearing the 
aflurances contained in the gofpel, of the 
willingnefs of our heavenly Father to re- 
ceive all fuch as turn unto him vsrith hearty 
repentance and true faith in his Son Jefus 
Chrift. — Come unto me, faid the Redeemer 
of the world, all ye that. travail and are 
heavy laden, and I will refrefh you. So 
God loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, to the end that all who be- 
lieve in him fliould not perifli but have 
eternal life. He was fent to heal the 
broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of fight to the 
blind, to fet at liberty them which are 
bruifed, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord. — 'Acquaint yourfeives then with 
the merciful Jefus and be at peace. Though 
your fins be red, as fcarlet, they fliall be 
made white as fnow^ and though they be 
as purple, they fliall be made white as wool. 

With 
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With refpefit to the mixture of good 
and evil in the prefent world: evils, which 
come not ■ unexpefted, lofe much of their 
power, for they bring not with them the 
bitternefs of difappointment. Now, in what 
light is the prefent ftate of our exiftence 
reprefented in the gofpel of Chrift ? Is this 
world any where reprefented as a ftate of 
perfeft eafe, arid undifturbed enjoyment? 
Is it not reprefented juft as we find it, and 
fuch as we might expeft to find a ftate of 
probationary education, which is to intro- 
duce us to a ftate of reft and perfeft happi- 
nefs ? 

If then we will enter upon the world as 
chriftian faith will lead us, we fliall enter 
upon it with the knowledge of its nature, 
which is ufually derived from experience, 
accompanied by the advantage of not ha- 
ving our minds depreffed, and our relifli of 
enjoyment blunted by unhappy difappoint- 
ment 
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itaent of toa faagvuM expe£tatk)iis : and 
vre fiuill alfo learn how to make the leaft o£ 
the evil and the mod of (he good. ChrHli* 
anity prevents by the caution which it givea^ 
many particular evils which fwell the gene- 
ral load of calamity, and it aiTuages the 
anguifh of fuch as are unavoidable, nay, 
almoft alters their nature. Recolle6l how 
large a portion of human calamity ariies 
from an ungoverned imagioatkHi, and vain 
fears and anxieties about future events; 
how much of it fprings from vicious indul- 
gences, and wrong or hard hearted con- 
duft of one fort or another : and then con- 
fider what a check to all thefe evils is pro- 
vided by the chriftian religion? For one 
part, in that juft, fober, enlarged view of 
things, fuggefted by contemplating th« 
OBConomy of the gofpel difpenfation, and 
by a thorough belief that all events are un- 
der the direftion of infinite wifdom, goodr 
nefs, and power. — For the other part, in 

• the 
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the prevalence of temperance, ehaftity, 
meeknefs^ humility, forbearance, benevo- 
lence, beneficence, coiirtefies? And how 
different do the unavoidable evils of human 
life appear, how is their fmart lefiened, nay, 
nearly deftroyed, when the defign of provi- 
dence in fending them, and their ufes to 
which they ferve are taken into confider- 
ation; when by means of chriftian faith 
and chriftian hope it becomes the habitual 
frame of our minds to receive affliction and 
difappointment, as wholefome medicines to 
cure the diforders of our fouls, and to pro- 
mote our great and final good ! 

Did chriftianity no more than provide 
fuch a check and remedy for the evUs of life, 
it would do a great deal by this very cir- 
cumftance towards increafing the good: for 
how open is the mind left by thefe nfieans 
to every real pleafure which occurs; inftead 
of being by wrong views fhut againft the 
S admiifion 
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aAriiffiba of it; iqfteald of beings by ex- 
ceffive indulgences and unfocial condu3:, 
dffqdalified ftom enjoying it? Bat chrifti* 
anity do^s mor^ tlian this : h gives a higher 
relifll to every blefSng cominon to mankind 
in general) with the addition of peculiar 
fatisfo^ioBs of its own. Yoiir ov^xi expe- 
rience I tfuft hath taught you far better 
than any defcription, ho\^ mwch all the 
comfort s^ and enjoyments of life are in- 
creafed, by confidering them as tokens of 
your maker's love, and earnefts to you of 
ftat gi^aier bcmnty > as tvell as what unal- 
loyed pleafuresfpring, from purity of heart, 
from univerfal charity, from heavenly con- 
temptetiotf,. dnd a weil regulated devotion 5 
and ^&oit all, from that peace of mind, 
beyond the power oi words to exprefs, 
"^hich refults from a ctear fenfe of the favor 
of our heavenly Father thro' the merits of 
our bldOr^dR^disemien 

If 



If, it be^ tfie mature of all,hrifii^aa fetis* 
fa£tions to pall upon enjoymept, it arifes 
from want of fufficient power in objefts 
wbich ^ermijoate ,in 4wf?lvCSi>j.(*i^;t^^;bopn- 
darie^ of tHe f«r^fent»wQrl4,% fa;.jfiU. ^U th§ 
capagitiqs' of a^a iip,mwtalXouV^^ckiigned bjf 
its.Vjery. natufe.for a nobler Aa<te of exif^ 
ft^nce-: but.tte chri(liaia rcHgion J^y^^crpp^ 
ne61ing eva^ry thing :whif:h happens to u^ 
in the prefent life witha.futur^^j^nd foron 
ing us.to the faal^it of ^^ctejnding our view^ 
in the ufe of the ^hii>gs of it, beyond own 
fe| yes to the glwy ^ofr^Godi . (bgplies - tb^ 
patural defiQieBcy,; aj^d;0^«F^.t9, »ur nimd^ 
an . o\>ji&St which . can <fltr&f .fail, . . He v^t^ 
has brought vJjin^f<5lf;;tq;Iwk* ^^fl^ hif 
heavenly E^theQ Ji>"e^ery event of -his life^ 
witl> filial Igve^aad 'gratitude^ ^and^^tqr coik 
lider w;hater5if befell^ jhini, a«-^^p%Ft*af »? 
gracious plai^k; of prpbatiqn^y ,^ucationi 
calling upon him for fuitable exertions, 
)viil hc^Sn little danger of enduring the 
S 2 miferies 
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miferies of mental languor or faftidious dif- 
appointment. 

The only perfons cxpofed to fuch cvils» 
arc they who forget that the pleafures of 
the prefent life are fent to foften the calami- 
ties of human nature, and the fatigues ne- 
cefTarily attendant upon a£live purfuits; to 
fmooth our journey through the rugged 
paths of this world; who look upon enjoy- 
ment as the fole end of their being, and 
confequently, whenever they find it, give 
themfelves up to it without reftraint. The 
chriftian, by not expeflfng too much fatis* 
fa£lion from worldly things, efcapes the 
pain of difappointment: by not making 
the attainment of fuch fatisfit£lions the chief 
objeQ of his purfuit, but dividing his at- 
tention between thefe and nobler objects, 
he prevents the infipidity of languor. 

Lastly^ 
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Lastly, tho' the fhortnefs and uncer- 
tainty of this life cannot but be an awful 
confideration to the mind of man, yet the 
hopes fuggefted by chriftian faith deprives 
it of all its terrors. For death is a very dif- 
ferent objeft, to him who looks forward 
to thofe things which eye hath not feen nor 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive, from what it commonly 
appears to the unhallowed view of worldly 
men: it is a fleep from which he will 
awake to the glorious dawn of eternal life: 
it is the end and confummation of all his 
labour^ and will conduft; him to the abodes 
of peace and never fading joy. This vvQrld 
while it lafts is his prefent portion, and 
there&re, like a wife msgtx, he makes the 
moil of the fati$fa£lion$ it affords; but he 
confiders it only as a (mall earneft of a 
nobler inheritance which w^U never decay. 
And whilfl he, whofe thoughts have been 
confined to the phjefts of this paffing fcen§, 
S 3 trembles 
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trembles at the approaclr of the great con- 
quefor of hiiman nature; the chriftian can 
behold him- without difmay^ and addrefs 
him in the infpired language of the records 
of his faith,— O death where is thy ffing ! 
O grave where is thy vi£tory ! He knows 
that he muft die, and (without affecting td 
be above the common apprehenfions of his 
nature,) he exult« at the approach of death> 
from a perfuafion that it wiH be to him a 
paffage to a joyful refurreftion, and a glo- 
rious immortality. The time and manner 
of his death, as all his other concerns, he 
humbly fubmits to the difpofal of his gra- 
cious Father.- Who would not wifti to be 
in fuch a flate ? Who would not wifh' to 
be a chriftian indeed ? 

If fuch be the real ftate of human nature, 
•and futh the condition of human life; if 
fuch a remedy for the diforders of human 
nature and the evil^ of human life, be pro^- 

vided 
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vided in the religian of Jefus Chrift ; does 
not a queftion forcibly recur upon our 
minds> whether we be ^ifiiaig this reme^ 
as we ought ? The general efFefts of Chris- 
tianity in foftening men's minds, and en- 
larging their views eyer fince its firft pro- 
mulgation, cannot be. d(niied; but fully to 
anfwer the ends pix>pofed by it, a thorough 
and .heartyi and ftcady profeflion of it* is 
abfolutely nccelfary. 

The times in which weiive, and the aw- 
ful difpenfetionsoif providence now carrying 
on in the world, give peculiar force to the 
injunfiion in my text, and in .a very affec- 
ting manner icall us to ierioufnefs and cobh 
iideration. Amidft many valoable cautions 
t)f political prudence, which the dreadfi^I 
events that have lately taken place in a 
neighbouring nation, rauft inculcate on the 
prefent and all future generations of man^ 
kind; one inftruftion of Jimch higher im- 
S 4 portance 
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portance it is cameftljr to be hoped they 
will not fail moft ftrongly to imprefs on 
their minds; and that is, that the boafted 
attainments of philofophy and extended 
knowledge, joined with the higheft refine- 
ment of manners, when not direfted by 
religious principle, leads to greater debafe- 
ment of the human chara£ter, than a ftate 
of ignorance and barbarifm: and that when 
the revelation of Chrift haa been received 
amongft any people, and at length reje£ted 
as falfe, every principle of natural religion 
will be rooted up with it. The people of 
this country have too much grace, as well 
as too much good fenfe, to be in danger 
of wilfully denying the Lord that bought 
them: but it behoves us all to confider, 
very ferioufly, what is the real ftate of re- 
ligion amongft us, I mean, of religion as it 
is efteemed by God, who knoweth the fe- 
crets of our hearts — ^whether if it be not 
ycjefted, it be regarded as it ought; in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner as to aflPord hopes of the 
continuance of the favor of providence to^ 
wards this nation, which we have fo (ignall/ 
(above all the nations upon earth) expe* 
rienced through a long period of time. 

At leaft, each member of the Church of 
England^ is particularly called upon at this , 
feafon to confider well the way in which 
he is proceeding through life; confideration 
can do no harm — judge for yourfelves; in- 
quire carefully where your true happinefe 
lies, and having difcovered it, examine 
whether you are indeed in the way that 
leads to it» Look within yourfelves^ and 
confider your nature and what it requires ; 
look without you, and confider the world 
and how it pafles on : then look into the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and confider what it 
promifes, and how exactly fuitcd it is to your 
nature and your condition. Do not view 
the chriftian religion with an eye of fuf- 

picion^ 
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l^cioiT^ as if it was an en^my to pleafiire: k 
.debars not men from any real permanent 
latisfa£lion ; it would only teach tJiem to 
4raw their pleafures from fouatajins which 
will never feil, and which will iiever fend 
forth bitter waters; pleafures adapted to 
tfie whole of their nature, and to its various 
parts in jufl fubordHiation : by means of 
whi€h> they may have the greateft poffiWe 
^njgyntent, attended with the feweft eviis in 
the prefent life ; and in the next, from the 
pexfeftion 0^ their nature, and the merits 
tjftfeelr Redeemer, unnuxedj^ etern^j^ in- 
creafing blifs. 
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SERMON XII, 



Ephesians, CA, iv. F. 14. 
*^ THAT henceforth:, %ve be no mors 

' CHILPREN, TOSS5;i) TO AND FRO, AND 
CATIRIED ABOUT WITH EVERY WIND OF 
DOCTRINE." 



HE prefent world, being defigned for 
a ftate of probation, is fo conftituted as to 
•furnifh a continual fucceflion of events, 
adapted to exercife the affe£lions, * aixd to 
give fcope to the powers of the underftan- 
ding. In the conduct and regulation of 
this important faculty, (the moft excellent 
of God's gifts to' man, the tenure by whicl> 
he holds his fovereignty over the reft of the 

creation. 
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creationy and by which he is rendered capa- 
ble of virtue^ and of the rewards annexed 
to it,) no inconfiderabic part of his trial 
confifc: to fearch patiently for truth, to 
weigh the preteniions of difcordant opinions, 
and to determine with impartiality as the 
fcale preponderates, is the duty of every 
one iR proportion to his capacity and ^p* 
portunities of knowledge : but thefe are lb 
different in diffeient perfons, and even in 
the fame perfon at different periods, that it 
would betray a very fuperficial acquaintance 
with human nature to afiert, either that all 
men muft fee tluogs in exa£lly the fame 
lights and draw the fame conclufions from 
tbem» or that any individual will always 
neceffarily remain in his prefent fentiments. 
ItisfufEcient that in every given conjunfture, 
he does what confcience dictates, after a 
fair and full coniideration of the cafe> de* 
terminiDg this only, with refpe^ |o futu* 
rity; that, with God*s help, he yriU then 

alfo 



( ^69 ) 

alfo decide and a£l as fliall appear to be juft 
and right. That peremptory tone, in which 
fo many profefs to have made up their minds 
on the moft complex and difficult fubjefts, 
proceeds from a mixture of pride and in- 
dolence: pride difdains inftruftion, and re- 
volts from the notion of being kept in the 
trammels of perpetual childhood ; while in- 
dolence would fain confider its talk as done, 
and {brinks from the fatigue of new re- 
fearches, and repeated examination: yet, 
in proportion as men form a jufter eflimate 
of their condition here, they will feel them- 
felves more reconciled to the humiliation of 
perfevering labour, and pregreffive know- 
ledge, 
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There is no affinity between that in- 
genuous diffidence which keeps the mind 
always open to conviftion, and the waver^ 
ing ftate of irrefolution which it was tht! 
Apoflle's intention to condemn. Sincere 
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and fqber inquirers after truth are aware 
that thejr are liable to be biaffed by the 
fuggeftioni^ of intereft and prejudice, or to 
be milled by fophiiiry and falfe reprcfeflta- 
tions; that their views of things are neither 
clear nor extcnfive j that many circumftan** 
ce?, effenti^l to ji iTightgudge^ient, ,mjay^ 
for the prefent ^t leaft, lie beyond their, 
fphere of obfejvation, or J)e overlpok;ed,. 
though they lie wjthin it. If ^he fubjefil pjf 
their inquiry admits of dempn^ratiop, rtljey^ 
are careful to acquainjt themfelves with the 
whole of the proof; for even demonftrablp 
truths, may be fp plaufibly controverted, 
as to perplex and ftagger thpfe who have^ 
merely taken them on truft. If it is only 
capable of probable evidence, (a diftinftion 
referable to the fallibility of the human un- 
derftanding, and not to the nature of truth ; 
which, under whatever denomination, is 
in itfelf alike abfolute and one;) probability 
implies, in the very notion of it, that there 

are 
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are ptefumptions on the oppofite fide, Tli«y' 
advance therefore with cautious fteps; and' 
if, notwithftanding their care, their judge** 
iftent is unfortunately milled, no falfe fliame 
induces them to perfevere; for next io 
avoiding -^rrroF, their ohjea is to difeovex 
and cc^rfeO: It: yet they do not refig^ 'opi- 
nions adopted after mature refkSibn, and 
on the fulleft information they were ahle to 
obtAin, without a fcrupulous examination 
of' what is alleged againft them, and of 
what is propofed to be fubftituted in their 
place. On the other hand, the turn of mind 
that caufes men to be feduccd by every f]>e- 
cious argument, caufes them to be equally 
ftartled by every fpecious objeftion* 

- Oi»iNi0NS haftily and confidently taken 
up, and for a time maintained with tlie 
gpeateft pofitivenefs, are often in the end- 
relinquiflied with as little reafon as they 
were embraced, Thofe which fucceed to^ 

them 



them are again difplaced by others ; till the 
nund becomes irritable, from finding no- 
thing but confufion, where it had hoped 
that it refted in certainty; and inftead of 
imputing its difappointment to the real 
caufe, fondly concludes, that what it has 
failed itfelf to difcover, either has no exif- 
tence, or is unattainable by human fagacity. 
Then cnfues a torpidity eventually fatal to 
its powers, which, as is well known, are 
ftrengthcned and improved by a proper ex- 
ertion of them, but impaired by ina£lion, 
and corrupted by abufe, till the ability of 
forming juft determinations is entirely loft: 
nor is fuch a ftate of mind lefs deftruftive, 
in its confequences, of the bcft emotions of 
the heart, than it is of the powers of the 
underftanding. Men come by degrees to 
think it of little importance whether their 
notions are right or wrong, and give up 
indolently whatever the petulance of bold 
€bje£lors may prompt them to require. In- 
ftead 
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ftead of thinking it their duty to contend for 
the faith which was once delivered to the 
faints, they begin to doubt whether any 
faith was ever fo delivered, or, at leaft, 
think it fo uncertain what that faith was, 
that they fee its moft effential doftrines at- 
tacked and treated with fcorn, without un- 
eafinefs. 

Instability of principle, of whatever 
kind, is followed by a correfpondent in- 
ftability of conduft; men may aft right by 
chance from the impulfe of the moment, or 
the remains of a difpofition intended by 
nature to be good, but, when iituations 
occur to put them to the teft, it will ap- 
pear that, without a juft eftimate of the 
condition of human life, and a well founded 
conviftion of its great and ultimate purpofe, 
the performance either of focial or religious 
• duties is very precarious. 

T In 
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*a6i* cohdYifeivfe t* a rfg!it ^mfe of mitA 
thEri ftft i^ivfiil ienfe fef ©od's obnttant pt^^ 
fence ♦*nd -ilifpfegfioh. A ndticHti trnt \n It- 

itftei^ret^ Ifthtft men -a^e iio» teCponfMt 
-fbr WrtSr fpet^iilativfe opkHons^, not lor *h^ 
flu6iuations to which they are fubje^ from 
time to time, becaufe opinions depend on 
TWideftcfc, in the ^edfejitioft ©f tv^idh %he. 
■fliiridlB'Hecisffarilyf affive,) ferves dfeen, by 
the mifap|)UGtffitfii of It, to hill rtie icon- 
Tcienoe in a falfe feciirity. fa ^fhal 4ay 
wheii the-(bci«ets df^Uief^rls ftafll be open, 
and every cvrfion ahd ^Ubferffcigfe uhavail- 
'iii^, it liiay, tfl^! bfe ^116 joiftitic^tioh df a 
liiifpent life '16 allege, howevei* twfy fo, at 
ifuch and filch a period I ^Sfed, frfr fo J bte- 
tlieved. f^raftioe «hd %elii*f irfecfprocally In- 
'fiuence 'ettch Wher ; athfl as ^enfdtiebus belief 
has often a tendeney to produce imtnoral 
oondufil, fo it often Originates in it, and is 

therefore 



therefoce reprehepfibte in ftfelf.- in aj^ 
tiiftature do men' betray grater ^weaknefs 
thaa in accdnujjodating jtheir faitb to ^heir 
faabk^ ad4 propeafities. k it foodiing to 
bej^e that reqiiffion of fins,, and even in* 
dulgeiu^les for the commiffioii of them, ^ay 
be obtained irom men diviaely authorifed 
to ,difp6nfe them; diat foroe perfons, re- 
prof>ated from their birth, are children of 
perdition, while others are iran£ti<(ied by aa 
aver-ritling grzcey and predeftined to ever- 
lafting;happinefs; that certain outward a6ls 
pf mprtifiq^ion, that enthuiiaftic ^rvors, 
or iinintelKgibie. pretenfions to an extatic 
love jo( their Redeemer, will be accepted 
as eqiiivaleivt to ^ life of piety and virtue? 
The robft figvolous argui^ent, the UtA de- 
tached paflage that can be interpreted in 
coiifonaity with the favorite tenet, is con- 
fideced as conclufive evidence. Should 
change of ^ircumftanGes at ;any time render 
fome -other <5r©ed more convenient, Utt4e in- 
T 2 genuity 



( 27^ i 

gcnuity will be neceflary to deteS the er- 
rors of their prefent perfuafion, or to find 
reafons, at leaft equally cogent with thofe 
on which it was founded, in fupport of the 
new one. And as fuch repeated changes 
of fyftem imply a confeflion of the futility of 
all but the laft, it is not probable that this 
when aflailed in its tuhi, whdther by argu- 
ment or by the paflions, will be more per- 
tinacioufly maintained; efpecially if it be 
confidered that, as by difcarding each par- 
ticular fet of doSrines fome one fcruple has 
been quieted; fo by difcarding them all, 
the very ground of fcruples will be re- 
moved ; and, in fa€i, no tranfition is 
eafier than, from having fucceffively be- 
lieved every thing, to believing nothing. 

Nor are indolence and indifference Icfs 
adverfe than vice to fettled and coAfifteht 
plans of thinking or afiling. When opinions 
are acquiefceld in, not from a convi£lion of 

their 
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their truth, but to fave the trouble of ex- 
amination, they will be as readily refigned 
to fav6 the trouble of defending them; in- 
deed from incapacity to defend them, ' fup- 
pofing them to be accidentally right. To 
an indolent mind any fyftem or any objedfon 
will appear plaufible for the mottient; but 
which of them, or whether any of them, is 
fupported by the degree of evidence whic^ 
conftitutes prooif or probability, it neither 
knows, nor has ever even confidered in 
what that degree of evidence gonfifts^ 

StJCH is the imperfe£lion of the human 
underftanding, fo unaccountable at times 
are its mifconceptions, arifing either from 
peculiar habits of thinking, or from fome- 
thing which we cannot explain in its ori- 
ginal conftituticMi, fo ftrong are the biaffes 
which it is liable to receive in early life 
from examples and education, that errors 
arifing from thefc caufes are fure to Snd the 
T 3 rood 
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moft equitable, tiie mofi: indulgent^ jsillow* 
fnce^ from him wjbo know^th wheri^f we 
are made"., But the db^igations of virtue^ 
the impoitailGe t>f ri^t notions CQiaperningi 
Q(fd and their own relatioQ to bhn, •^cnd 
oodi^quently the obKgation men aare ^^er^ 
to ivaS themfelves of every meang of infor-> 
niation o% thefe ftihje£ls which he ma/. 
y<niehfafe to ASotd to tbetn^ are among i\ic 
firft princ^les of nKtural religion. Ail. are 
af^prizedoff themi it depends On themfelves; 
to a£t fiiitabiy to then^ and woii^ld th^ey. 
but bear in mind that they are even now, 
though left.ftnfibly, yet not lefs aftuajly^jn 
his pfefcBce^ than theyrfliaH be when they^ 
ar<e Called on to reader account of* the 
talents eommitled to them s that he now 
fcts,^ ab he fhall then enqaire, whe^ther 
they fdek the truth with their whole heart, 
aiid cdrefuUy abftaia from all known fin, 
which is the furift obftacie to perceiving it, 
they will then undoubtedly difcove? in all 

points 
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p^tfits ^€;ntial to fajvatioru an^ l^otd faft 
witbput waverittg^^ that true^ and pcFfea, 
mA ai2ceptablie i*rill of God* 

It Hiay mit, hawevi^i, l8« fup^rfliiaMS: to 
add, that, in tbu proSecution of ^vevy fubr 
jfifl: which rjaquires ferious inydiigation, it 
k ihipotliant to piolfeft ji)tft id^A* ;rf the 
pdwers and dieficiei^des of faiupai^ neafoo* 
Maaa coEnpreh^nds mo pait of natum. thQr 
rbiigfaiy, an4 in all its dstmb. Of the 
priBc^ie Jof cohdioa in foHd fiibfianeefij .^r. 
of life ib ijrganiisfid hardies ; .o£.the attmdini; < 
force that perrades «the pbneteiy' iyftj^m;; 
of the fympaihE£tic jutHtai be^twciQi kkd- toi\%^ 
teriol a«ftd Immaterial pairt&xof bis xiwarCQiir. 
ftltution, he has nbt tiny, ni^t .atoa dihst- 
ocbfciareft notion. Yet;, that fiich prineipdos 
exift Jk attefted by their efiib£ls -heyionA the 
poffibSity of omtradifliod* 4j^ mxt oidy. 
is their exifbence afceiFtaine^, fhut .the hufyni: 
by which Aey aft hane heon ^affigaed .«n- 
T 4 fuch 
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fuch juft grounds of probability, that no^ 
thing lefs than the pYodii^tioH of fa6is 
manifeftljr inconfiftent with them, xir the: 
failure of confequences that nfiuft have re- 
fulted from them, had they been true, can 
be allowed to fet them afide. Here the 
wifeft philofophers have flopped, or, if in 
any inftance they have h^en t^xipted fur- 
ther, have propofed their fentiments with 
the diffidence that becomes conje£lure. 
But when, paffing thefe limits, man would 
penetrate the inmoft receffes of nature, and 
explain, not only the a£iual conne^on of. 
caufes and efFe3s^ but the mode in which 
her myfterious operations are conducted, 
the means of convidipn fail him; he muft 
addrefs his theories to the imagination, not 
to the underilanding; it is well if he can 
render them intelligible: fooner w later 
the perplexity and difficulties that attend 
them will be pointed out by fom© ki» 
genious riv^l, who has, perhaps^ new ones 

ftiU 
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ftill more exceptionable to propofe. By 
fuch unfuccefsful attempts the credit of 
what is fufficiently proved is weakened 
in the minds of thefe, and they are always^ 
the greater number^ who do not carefuHy 
diftinguifli the Jimit at which evidence 
ceafes, dnd conje£itui*e begins. 

The fame general principles are appli- 
cable to the conduft of philofophical and 
of religious inquiries: the contents of the 
book of revelation are intelligible in the 
fame degree with thofe of the book of na- 
ture: in many points indeed the contents 
of both are the fame; fuch parts of the 
fyftem of the divine ceconomy, as were 
collefted by the fages of antiquity from 
obfervation and reflection, are confirmed 
as far as they extend by the teftimony of 
fcripture : there are other points which we 
know from that teftimony alone; that the 
love of Chrift, confpiring with the love of 

God 
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Gad towards mankind, proci»^d the paN 
don of Bfis, (a difpeafjition m lyfaich the 
wi£dom of the means is as ^coufpicuous a^^ 
the benevolence of the end^ Ance/no other 
can be copceiyqd fo conducive to the prp^ 
motion, of virtue:) that as man is redeemed, 
by the Son of God, he is fanftified by the. 
Spirit of God, if he avails himfelf of the 
means jMrefcribed for obtaining that hply 
influen^^. It is not nec^lary^ h<>wever, ta 
entimerate the doctrines of jthi^ clais; they, 
will readily occur to persons at all cpnvw- 
iant m the ftcred writings, and it is to fach 
perfons only that the prefent argument can 
be addreffedj but ijt may bfe Qbferved Qf 
them in general, that the aHtheiJticity of 
the volume in which thpy are deliyered is> 
fupportted by the ftrongefl: teftimx^oy, 4nd 
by tcftiniony of that kind gf whiqh reafon 
is competoit to j^4g«i that they appear, 
confidered with, refpe£t to their ftnal cajafes, 
replete with wiftlom, and worthy, of iheir 

author; 



atitiror; that fiirii^ h notMrig iii tlieitt tdn- 
kiAl&atf td fire fcldafiff ncTtlortfe men havd 
di' phyfid&l ot'dfindrd i^ofllfeiiffy^ m-' 

cbrffift^fit ivrtfi aiiy other ']{)ki-t '<s( the plan 
dfpf'tt^dende. Oil tlie cohtf^ry/ the hiofc 
atdufjttfely thltigs ii*^ (ixkmln^^ih this view, 
the nidre feafmbhiotls atid beautiful ddes the 
fyftfefn appear ; bnt t^hen the pTCCiCe i^nturc 
of the iittlbH bt^twe'iin the diviiie pefforig 
cdnfc^fiied ifi oik fedemptfbh, or the pre- 
(Jife ittbdii afid degree in Which the gi^ces 
df the holy /pirit <ire eommllnitkted {khd 
matty fhftknec^ 6f fhs feme kind tiiay be 
ifeleft^d ahiottg the doflrines of natural, as 
well as of revealed religion j) Is ptirfu^d 
through the labyrinth of metaphyfical fub- 
tiety, doiibts arfffe, and cdvlls kre bbjufted ; 
to which thfe tfue ahfwer ife, that othef 
factiliiei than thofe v^hich we poflfefs at pre- 
feht atfe ilfeceffiit'y tb difcover, and probably 
tb fcenceive, ^n adequate folution of them, 
tint the ^ridc of human fagacity prompts 

men 
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men to devife one, which being found in- 
fufHcient^ recourfe is had to another and 
another: what is thus inferted with felfr 
complacency, is propagated with zeal; and, 
hence have arifen no inconfiderable number 
of the herefies and fe£U which have dif- 
graced chriftianity from the days of the 
Apoftles to the prefect time. The fame 
overweening opinion of their own difcern- 
ment leads men ultimately to difcard as 
falfe^ what is partially obfcure; while yet 
they allow, with refpeS to the ixxfinity of 
fpfice and duration^ that it is as impo0ibJe 
to dived the mind of the idea, as it is to 
comprehend or expla^in it. 

That the love of truth (hould fometimca 
be facrific^d to the love qf eafe, or the 
judgement be warped by vicious propen- 
fities, is rather matter of concern than of 
furprife, (ince the ftrength of thefe pro- 
penfities is evinced by daily experience i 

but 
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but it is wonderful that, in putfuits with 
which the moft important interefts are con* 
rieded, reafon (hould frequently be mifled 
by the mere illufions of vanity. There are, 
however, perfons who value themfehres on 
a certain refinement and fubtlety of genius, 
who afFeft in every fubjeft of their inquiry 
to difcover what paffes unnoticed and un- 
fufpefted by men of groffer apprehenfions; 
or to find occafion of doubt and perplexity 
where a plain underftanding finds non«. 
The great effential principles of religion, 
as might be expefted in a fyftem defigned 
to condu£l all mankind to falvation, are fo 
revealed as not to be eafily mifunderftood : 
but the perfons in queftion would think it 
a difparagement to their fagacity, were 
they to fee any thing in the fame light in 
which it appears to others. Allegorical, 
figurative, myftical interpretations are de- 
vifed; and, groundlefs as they are, they 
are fure to attrafil admirers and followers ; 

for 



Ipr th?re |« ^ vanity fo ]ln*i}}rf©.#s to gfarc 
itfdf credit for ^i^^^l^ fh<i{§ Ungf^lmtaex 
whiph it li^ «pt ifjgepittfey tai^-^t, . ; 

Jt was far fron^ ^45 iptp^iioi} jof the 
Apoftle, it is far from t|^f j[^potif)» iC^f.ihiB 
difcourfe^ t^ 4ifcoarage the defce^Jaoa of 
real errors, qr to 4iffwd}^ roeii (torn ret 
nouncing tbens. Ri^t for ^bie Hght diffiafed 
by the revival of iearnipg, and the fpirit of 
the fixft reformers, men v^\dd have remained 
under the dejuficms of Rowifh fuperftitioni 
^d the bondage of Papgl tyranny; .and, 
though Cbriftiaiaifcy jw^cisfreedflt that period 
from the grpffe^r cof r^tipn^ with' which 
ignorancp and ^mbitipQ })i^d prntributed :tQ 
dej?afe it, it is r^ad^y ^iclqiiowledgcd that 
^ere^ftiJl may b?paffa|;es ijffi^ripture which 
are milappcehended, j^J that the beft re- 
ligious eftablifliments pftrtafce of that irar 
perfeftion to which ^very thing human is^ 
liable, !Jo reftify fuch ;niif&ppreheiifion& i$ 

the 
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the nobfcft t)ffice trf crhicifm ; to fupply de- 
Eefts, and to remedy abiifes in fuch ellab- 
liflrments is admirable, if what is propofed 
tfO be gained on one hand is not balanced, 
perhaps exceeded, by fome difadvantage 
on the other. But when (as perfons of a 
mifanthropic turn conceive that they ought 
to fufpeft every man of being an enemy, 
whom they do not Icnow to be a friend) cer- 
tain philofophers lay down for a maxim 
that each individual fliould confider every 
perfuafion as falfe till the truth of it has been 
proved to his particular conviftion, and re- 
jeft every fyftem as erroneous till he has 
feen its excellence demonftrated, the maxim 
is either infidious, or formed without fuf^- 
ficient attention to the aftual circumftances 
of a great majority of mankind. Every 
prejudice, it is faid, is an impediment in 
the fearch of truth: as an abftraft principle 
this is readily admitted; fliall parents there- 
fore fcruple to interpoTe atithorfty to check 

the 
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the wayward paffiona of their children, and 
leave their minds in a ftate of neutrality " 
between vice and virtue, till their faculties 
can difcover, or at leaft can thoroughly 
comprehend, what it is that conftitutes 
the effential difference between right and 
wrong? A fimilar queftion may be afked 
refpeCling religious notions. If while men's 
tempers and occupations continue fuch as 
they are, we fuppofe that the generality, 
left to themfelves, would attain a belief of 
the exiftence, attributes, and moral govern- 
ment of God; we fuppofe at leaft as much 
as would be likely to happen. Is it then 
defirable that they fliould confider reve- 
lation as a fable till they have opportunity 
to difcufs it in detail; or that they (hould 
truft for the evidence of its origiflf' and the 
Interpretation of the obfcurer parts of it, to 
perfons whofe integrity they have no reafon 
to fufpeft, and who are qualified by abilities 
and learning to give them information? 

In 
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In a nation of philofophers it might be 
matter of indifference whether, previoufly 
to the confideration of a fyftem, they had 
believed it to be true or falfe: but it is not 
fo with the bulk of mankind. Let an unin- 
formed perfon fuppofe the chriftian faith, 
or the external modification of it, profefTed 
by the fociety to which he belongs, to be 
indefenfible, and he will foon find, or be 
furnifhed with, plaufible objeftions to it. 
In proportion as a fubjefl is extenfive and 
important, it is afTailable by ridicule and 
fophiflry, or by arguments which, though 
of no real moment, yet, being direfted 
againfl that degree of ignorance which is 
infeparable from a finite underflanding, can- 
not be ib fatisfaftorily anfwered as to pre- 
clude the poffibility of farther cavil. Be- 
fides, a partial anfwer, however decifive 
of any fingle point, would be deemed in- 
fufficient by one who difbelieved the whole. 
To be convinced, he mufl proceed regularly 
U through 
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thmugh the whole body of proof by which 
the (yftem is fupported^ but to do this^ 
dnd to appreciate its validity^ is probably a 
taik beyond his inclination^ or his powers. 

Those, orl the contrary, (it is ftill the 
ftnie dafe of people that is intended) who 
rcfolve to continue in the things that they 
haVc leafned and been affured of, till thfey 
fee Fcafon to think they have been^ deceived, 
arc not therefore to be accounted flaves of 
prejudice. They will, indeed, feek for fo- 
lutions of difSculties that are propofed to 
then! ; they will apply to perfonS more en- 
lightened than theriifelves, and be fhewn, 
perhaps, that bbjfcftionS which ftartled them 
were merely fpeciousj or thit by a thange, 
which might extricate them from one diffi- 
culty, they would, be involved in many : 
yeti \vhere both parties ate heard, truth 
will ultimately pf evail ; and, let the conteft 
be condufted in the faireft manner, it is no 

inconfiderable 
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ioconiiderabk advantage on the fide of the 
afisdlant^ that he choofes his point of attack* 

This concurrence with received opinions^ 
till fufficient caufe appears to diffent from 
thera^ is recommended with no interefted 
views, but from a facred lov^ of truth, and 
as a principle, which, previoufly to any ex- 
periment, and on a mere confideration of 
the conftitution of the humafi mind, feems 
likelieft to produce full and impartial dif- 
cuffion. Scenes* Which for fome years paft 
have filled Europe with horror, atteft but 
too well the tendency of a contrary proce- 
dure. Politicians, who would fain perfuadc 
you that their diflinftive charafteriflic is 
benevolence, endeavoured to imprefs the 
people with a notion, which in fubflance, 
if not in words, was this ; whatever is, is 
wrong; they forefaw, but were not de- 
terred by, the atrocities that followed. 
They did not forefee that the public mind, 

fet 
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fet afloat^ would reft in nothing; and that 
the fabricks they had reared would fo fud- 
denly follow that which they had deftroyed. 
They have, however, afforded a leffon to 
thofe, who, being fincere believers, are at 
the fame time enthufiaftical in making pro- 
felytes to their particular feft ; that while 
they explode and vilify, in the mafs, the 
particular notions which men of other per- 
fuafions have been accuftomed to cherifh, 
they make them liable to be toffed to and 
fro with every wind of doflrine, and to 
terminate in abfolute infidelity. 
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ERRATA. 



Page i3i line 2, for iV read flr^. 

..... J 5, _. laft, after but infert alfo nuitb. 

.... 68, I ^ ior attended vt^idi unattended • 

' 80, ' 9, for metit read /«/ri/. 

__ 51, _— 5, for this read /i&^. 

.^— 108, 10, after natures infert of, 

, ijjj _- 3, after is infert /«. 

^ 153, 20, after fl«^ infert ivbo, 

— 206, — 8, after J// infert tbey. 
— — 248, — 6, for arrives rcsid ari/es, 
-^ ibid, — ^ 15, for motives read notices. 

There are a few other literal errors, and forae inaccuracies 
of pun6luation ; but as they do not affcdl the fenfe, they will 
cafily be corrected by the reader. 



r 



] 




1 



